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This past June, we celebrated 5 years of having moved to North Jersey 
to begin the work of planting a church in Jersey City.  We began worship 
services a year later, after doing much preparatory groundwork in the 
community. In the work of church planting, I’ve learned much. Through 
each season of the church’s life God has been faithful.  Our great hope is 
not in human infallibility (as if such a thing existed) but in God alone.  We 
can say Ebenezer, “Till now the Lord has helped us.” Our first worship 
service had a core group of 24 persons in attendance. Grace now has 51 
members and regular attendees. Let me tell you about some of  them.
 Ramy and Prince are brothers from the Republic of the Congo. 
They were sent to study here by their father. Prince is finishing up his 
undergraduate studies,  while Ramy just graduated with an MBA. Their 
background is quite interesting. Their father is the head of the political 
party in power in the Congo. Their father’s cousin is the president of the 
country. Although they were Christian back in their country, they were 
unaware of many treasures of the Christian faith. Since January of this year, they have faithfully attended Grace and have 
warmly embraced a more biblical understanding of Scripture and life. Because of their country’s need for local agriculture 
and produce (Congo imports most of its food), they are seeking to start a farming business on 100 hectares of land. They 
understand that they’ve been blessed by Christ to be a blessing. Their start-up business venture has the potential of serving 
as a public witness to the Gospel by helping to move their country’s polity and economy in a righteous direction. I’ve 
connected them with resources on Christian views of economics and with another local URC congregation with farmers in 
its membership. Though they face a long road ahead (government corruption and pressure to take illicit pledges in order to 
“get things done”), these young men are resolved to stand firm for Christ in their budding business. We are grateful to God 
that the ministry of  Grace is able to have an impact on these young men and a potential impact on an entire country.
 Michael is a Filipino-American in his mid-30s who was raised in a nominal Roman Catholic home. He works as a 
professional chef in a high-pressure catering environment. As recently as early 2016, he was addicted to drugs and sex, and 
led a life of debauchery. In May 2016, he had a number of jarring dreams and visions, and on several nights heard voices 
that scared, convicted, and intrigued him. He took all this to be a sign, as he now recognizes, that Christ was calling him to 
repent and leave his former life.  Subsequent to these extraordinary experiences, he destroyed his drug paraphernalia cold-
turkey, cut off ties to his drug contacts,  and googled “Christian church” in order to speak with a pastor. He found our 
website and called me.  He wanted to visit Grace and he eventually did (somewhat to my surprise: most callers who are 
interested never actually visit). Over the past year, I’ve had the great privilege of discipling him, answering his many 
questions about the Christian faith and what life as a new creation is now all about (including discussing the sufficiency of 
Biblical revelation!), and praying with him. Michael is growing to love the Lord, His Word, and His people, as well as his 
vocation as a chef. It is a joy to see God’s work in Michael’s life.
	 If  you have opportunity to come to North Jersey, please visit us. I would love to introduce you to the saints at Grace.

We are facing a dire financial challenge this summer. Some of our outside support has dried up, a key player in the church 
has  departed, and our Classis-based support came to an end after four years. We are working with our overseeing Church, 
Messiah’s Reformed Fellowship, to create a viable, long-term financial strategy given these new factors.  Of course, I am 
encouraging the saints at Grace to commit to this  mission because of the grace of God given to them (2 Cor.  8:9), and out of a 
desire to see others saved and blessed by God, even as they have been blessed by God.
 But I also want to encourage you to give financially to this work. God is doing great things at Grace. I can testify to this. I 
have prayed from the very beginning that God would so work in our midst in saving the lost and growing His  people that it 
would be very apparent that God alone did this work and that He alone gets  the glory. Those prayers have been, and are being, 
answered now. Would you prayerfully consider financially partnering with us in this work of God, at this  time?  If you know of 
other Christian individuals and churches interested in supporting the work of missions outside their local context, would you 
pass on this newsletter to them?  Our projected deficit this year is $50,000 and we’re hoping in God that He will open the 
windows of heaven as we’re faithful to Him. If you would like to donate to this ministry, please send your tax-deductible gift to:

Grace Reformed Church
924 Bergen Ave. #272
Jersey City, NJ 07306


