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On June 15, 2015, a woman who 
ministered to thousands passed through 
the gates of splendor into eternal glory. 
Her name is Elizabeth Elliot. Likely that 
is not a new name to you. She was the 
wife of the famous missionary martyr, 
Jim Elliot. Jim, along with four of his 
missionary friends, were speared to 
death on a beach in Ecuador in 1956. 
They had come as missionaries to the 
Huaorani tribe, and some of these 
Huaoranis warriors, threatened by the 
presence of the missionaries, killed 
the missionary men. Years later, due 
the grace of God and the perseverance 
of the missionary families who stayed 
among the savage Huaronis, some of 
the killers would themselves come to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. It is a 
story of  providence and power, of grace 
and redemption. Elliot has written of 
this remarkable story in Through Gates 
of Splendor and In the Shadow of the 
Almighty, and it has been captured on 
film in The End of the Spear.

When Jim Elliot was killed, Elizabeth 
was 30 years old and had a ten month 
year old daughter, Valerie. She pressed 
on and continued her ministry, and 
13 years later got remarried to a man 
named Addison Leitch. Tragically, Leitch 
died of cancer just four years into their 
marriage. Elizabeth was a widow again, 
and understandably confused by the 
tremendous amount of loss she suffered, 
now for a second time. In working 
through and writing about her losses and 
loneliness, she became a spokesperson 
of how to trust and obey God through 
suffering. As a gifted writer, Elizabeth 
captured deep biblical truth in fresh and 
striking ways. “In God’s economy nothing 
comes to nothing,” she would say, “no 
suffering is for nothing.”

Although not originated by her, the 
proverbial advice to “Do the Next Thing” 
has become famous through her. The 
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Do the next thing

concept is based upon on old poem, the author unknown. Do 
the Next Thing? Yes, when we find ourselves in episodes of grief, 
loss, loneliness, or confusion, the best thing we can do is to “do 
the next thing.” Doing the next thing is simple wisdom, great 
therapy, and wonderfully used by the Lord to bring healing and 
peace. What does this mean?

Well, its not infrequent that the pain and perplexity of life 
paralyzes us — emotionally, spiritually, and even physically. We 
don’t know what to do, so we don’t do anything. Our mind stirs 
in circles and fret and fear begin to strangle us. An introspection 
and self focus sets in. Some of this introspection can be fine. 
It is often in hardship that we take a hard and honest look at 
ourselves, and we spot sin that we hadn’t seen before, and the 
Lord uses these seasons redemptively to bring fresh repentance. 
But there is an introspection that becomes unhealthy and leads 
to serious emotional and spiritual bondage. We don’t feel like 
doing anything, so we don’t do anything. Even getting out of 
bed in the morning feels like a catastrophic undertaking. In so 
doing, we don’t love well those whom God has placed in our 
lives, and become guilty of forsaking certain life responsibilities. 
So, at times, we simply need to get over ourselves and “do the 
next thing.” Do the next thing that needs to be done. Whatever 
that thing is. Sweep that floor, fold that laundry, tidy that room, 
clean that garage, mow that lawn, weed that garden, make that 
bed, pay that bill, do that errand, write that email, send that 
card, make that call, talk to that neighbor,  etc, etc, etc. Just do 
the next thing. Whatever that thing is. Take the next step of trust 

and obedience, offer it to God as a living 
sacrifice of praise, and then watch how 
God blesses that simple act of faith. We are 
typically given enough grace just for the 
next step, but we must appropriate that 
grace, and that grace showers upon us and 
sparkles from us as we do the next thing. 
And doing the next thing can be used by 
the Lord to rescue us from our pity party (a 
party which isn’t too much fun) and turn 
us in a direction of redemptive healing and 
hope. Now, we may not feel like doing the 
next thing, but it’s not a matter of feelings. 
Sometimes we simply need to do – and the 
feelings will come after. Perhaps you have 
experienced the liberation that comes from 
this advice of doing the next thing. It’s 
great advice; practical theology at its best.

The Christian community continues to 
lament the loss of our dear sister and 
teacher, Elizabeth Elliot. We rejoice that 
her faith is now sight, and we continue to 
be inspired by her teaching and legacy.

“….Today is mine. Tomorrow is none of my 
business. If I peer anxiously into the fog of 
the future, I will strain my spiritual eyes so 
that I will not see clearly what is required of 
me now….Do the next thing.”



From an old English parsonage down by the sea 
There came in the twilight a message to me; 
Its quaint Saxon legend, deeply engraven, 

Hath, it seems to me, teaching from Heaven. 
And on through the doors the quiet words ring 

Like a low inspiration: “DO THE NEXT THING.” 
 

Many a questioning, many a fear, 
Many a doubt, hath its quieting here. 

Moment by moment, let down from Heaven, 
Time, opportunity, and guidance are given. 

Fear not tomorrows, child of the King, 
Trust them with Jesus, do the next thing 

 
Do it immediately, do it with prayer; 

Do it reliantly, casting all care; 
Do it with reverence, tracing His hand 

Who placed it before thee with earnest command. 
Stayed on Omnipotence, safe ‘neath His wing, 

Leave all results, do the next thing 
 

Looking for Jesus, ever serener, 
Working or suffering, be thy demeanor; 

In His dear presence, the rest of His calm, 
The light of His countenance be thy psalm, 
Strong in His faithfulness, praise and sing. 



"God is God.  
Because he is God, He is 
worthy of my trust and 

obedience. I will find  
rest nowhere but  

in His holy will that is 
unspeakably beyond my 

largest notions of  
what he is up to."  
-- Elizabeth Elliot 
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I was glad when they said to me,  
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."Psalm 122:1 

“One reason we are so harried and hurried is that 
we make yesterday and tomorrow our business, 

when all that legitimately concerns us is today. If 
we really have too much to do, there are some items 
on the agenda which God did not put there. Let us 

submit the list to Him and ask Him to indicate 
which items we must delete. There is always time 

to do the will of God. If we are too busy to do that, 
we are too busy.”  
-- Elizabeth Elliot 



“The Spirit of God uses the Word of 
God to make us like the Son of God.  

To become like Jesus, we must fill 
our lives with Hist Word.”  

You’ve given us your Spirit, Lord,  
To help us grow, mature, and learn 
To teach us from Your written Word, 

So truth from error we’ll discern 





“Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man, 

which built his house upon a rock”  
Luke 6:46  



“All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. “ Isaiah 53:6 



“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.”  

Isaiah 55:7 



I am the good  
Shepherd, and the  

good Shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep.   

John 10:11 



“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.” John 14:15 





“Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; 
and I shall keep it until the end.” Psalm 119:33 



“Today is mine. 
Tomorrow is none of 
my business. If I peer 
anxiously into the fog 
of the future, I will 
strain my spiritual 

eyes so that I will not 
see clearly what is 

required of me now.”   
-- Elizabeth Elliot 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 









B U I L D F L S D K K N Q T E 
R Q Q N K O L T R P C P D S V 
B W Q L A X E O I K B O T I C 
O K I R P M F O D N A S R R L 
X O A A Y F H D L F F F K H O 
P I C A I X S S R C V J R C Q 
N R L R X G X E I F D H J S V 
W A R E S Q K R N L L F O U Z 
B I U B G M N E Y R O B V S X 
B G N T E A O V S G O O M E E 
A E I D M X B I B I I E F J Y 
U W I E S M E W Z Y Z D N L F 
N E S B Z X H G A C D T P G A 
I I T N J A N T L T R Q A T R 
W Y K T P J P C W Z B M O E G 

“Where does your security lie?  
Is God your refuge, your hiding place, your 
stronghold, your shepherd, your counselor, 

your friend, your redeemer, your savior, your 
guide? If He is, you don't need to search any 

further for security.” 

-- Elizabeth Elliot 


