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Reagan’s sobering statement about the 
fragility of freedom can be adapted to the 
local church:

A local church is never more than 
one generation away from extinction. 
The Christian faith isn’t passed on to 
our children in the bloodstream. The 
Christian faith must be fought for, 
protected, and handed on for them to 
do the same, or one day we will spend 
our sunset years telling our children 
and our children’s children what it was 
once like in the church where the faith 
was held dear.

As we make this comparison, it is 
important to preface church with the word 

“local.”  Jesus has made it clear that “the 
church” will never be defeated. The church 
might become marginalized, persecuted, 
and not have the earthly security it once 
enjoyed. But it will never be defeated. 
Jesus asserted that the gates of hell will 
not prevail against the church (Matt. 
16:18).

Jesus’ promise of preservation of 
“the church” implies the call to each 
generation of “the church” to be valiant 
for the truth and vigilant to pass on the 
truth. If not, a “local church” might only be 
one generation away from extinction. The 
intersection of the books of Joshua and 
Judges provides important warning and 
guidance for us.
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Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it 
on to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed 

on for them to do the same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our 
children and our children’s children what it was once like in the United States where 

men were free. 

—Ronald Reagan, October 27, 1964
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One Generation Away From Extinction
Continued

SO FAR, SO GOOD
Joshua is an exciting book to study. It is full of action, of 
military victory, of conquer and conquest. We get a front 
row seat on the protection, preservation, power, and 
prevail of God as he fights for his people. This is the stuff 
that epic stories are made of. 

The book of Joshua ends on a high note. The people 
of Israel gather together at Shechum to renew their 
covenant loyalty to God. This generation of Israelites, with 
everything they have seen and experienced, are excited 
and sincere in their commitment to Yahweh — their 
Covenant God who has done so much for them.

As we turn pages from Joshua to Judges, Judges 1 starts 
off well enough. Judah is successful in driving out the 
Canaanites as God instructed. Much land is conquered. 
So far, so good.

But things start falling apart by the end of the chapter 
one. The Israelites disregard the command to drive out 
the Canaanites and fail to complete the conquest God 
assigned. Instead of “seek and destroy” the Canaanite 
gods, they “see and desire” the Canaanite gods. The 
Israelites cozy up to their new Canaanite neighbors, 
and enthralled by their culture and religion become 
“Canaanized” themselves. That was a bad idea; a spiritual 
disaster.

WHAT WENT WRONG
We read Judges 2:10 — “And there arose another 
generation after them who did not know the Lord or the 
work that he had done for Israel.”  To put in context, 
Judges 2:7 reminds us that Joshua’s generation had been 
faithful: “And the people served the Lord all the days 
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the Lord had 
done for Israel.” But the next generation after them was 
not faithful. They did not know the Lord or the work he had 
done for Israel. All it took was one generation for the torch 
of faith to be dropped.

There are some important lessons to be learned and 
applied from this period of Israel’s history. Is our local 
church “one generation from extinction”? We pray not, 
and from all appearances it is not. But what went wrong 
for Israel? What were the roots of failure? What can we 
learn from these warning signs? Let’s examine the traps 
of worldliness, fear, ignorance and forgetfulness, and 
idolatry.

WORLDLINESS
The Israelites failed to drive out the Canaanites. Instead 
they lived side-by-side with their new neighbors, and 
consequently got enamored with Canaanite culture and 
religion. They became “Canaanized” — or to put it in our 
terms, they became “worldly.”

From a “fleshly perspective,” Canaanite religion and 
culture had some attraction. To a recently freed slave 
people like the Israelites, accustomed to the hardships 
of life in the wilderness, the cosmopolitism and material 
wealth of Late-Bronze-Age Canaan, with its large urban 
centers, could not have failed to impress. The Canaanites 
were clearly superior to the Israelites on many levels: 
art, literature, architecture, trade, political organization, 
and more. Many Israelites were seduced by the elaborate 
Canaanite religious system, a religion that was highly 
sexualized. Sadly, the Israelites failed to take the evils 
of Canaanite culture and religion seriously, becoming 
friendly and fascinated with “God’s enemies.” Instead 
of waving the banner “Canaan is corrupt” they cheered 
“Canaan is cool.”

UNBELIEF
The Israelites also lacked faith in God’s promises, 
capitulating to fear. Judges 1:19 is a verse easy to skip 
over, but we shouldn’t miss it. “And the Lord was with 
Judah, and he took possession of the hill country, but he 
could not drive out the inhabitants of the plain because 
they had chariots of iron.” It’s like hitting a brick wall. The 
verse starts well — “The Lord was with them”, but then — 
“they could not drive out the people of the plains because 
they had iron chariots.”

An unsettling paradox — why should the iron chariots 
be so effective against Judah if the Lord was with them? 
Were these iron chariots a problem to God? Surely not. In 
Joshua 17:18 the people are told to not worry about the 
chariots “….but the hill country shall be yours, for though 
it is a forest, you shall clear it and possess it to its farthest 
borders. For you shall drive out the Canaanites, though 
they have chariots of iron, and though they are strong.”  
The story of Deborah in Judges 4 demonstrates that 
the chariots of iron were by no means invincible. What 
happened here?

The problem lay with the Israelites’ perception of the 
chariots. They were persuaded that these weapons were 
too powerful for them, the task was too difficult, the odds 
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stacked against them.  They could not beat the chariots 
because they did not beat the chariots.

In not trusting the Lord, they were paralyzed by fear and 
succumbed to negative thinking. They brought about 
their own defeat by convincing themselves they could not 
succeed.

God wanted his people to live by faith. The battle always 
belongs to the Lord, but Israel failed to trust God at his 
Word.

IGNORANCE & FORGETFULNESS
The third root problem is that the new generation suffered 
from ignorance and forgetfulness — two sides of the same 
coin. 

Ignorance. Verse 10a. “After that whole generation had 
been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew 
up, who neither knew the Lord…” The Hebrew word for 
know is a strong word. When Joshua’s generation died 
out, the next generation lacked the personal knowledge of 
God which is the heart of biblical faith. They knew about 
God, but did not know God personally. 

Forgetfulness. “They did not know the Lord, nor what he 
had done for Israel.” They suffered from spiritual amnesia, 
forgetting all that God had done for their nation. Perhaps 
Joshua’s generation, although they had experienced so 
much of God’s goodness, had failed to keep the record of 
His mighty acts alive. The “lest we forget” memorials were 
not constructed into Israelite life. Whenever the memory 
is not kept fresh and vibrant, the past will die and its 
lessons with it.

One Generation Away From Extinction

IDOLATRY
Israel fell into idolatry. Judges 2:11 - “Then the Israelites 
did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals. 
They forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had 
brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshipped 
various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked 
the Lord to anger because they forsook him and served 
Baal and the Ashtoreths.”

We must realize how perverted this Baal worship was. 
It was grossly sexual, sensual, and immoral. The acts 
associated with Baal worship were undignified and 
repulsive. Why would the Israelites do this? They were a 
people called to holiness! It doesn’t make sense; it’s not 
rational. The reality is that all idolatry is irrational, that sin 
is always irrational. 

DISCIPLESHIP BEYOND THE RIVER
We’ve diagnosed what happened to Israel — they fell 
into worldliness, unbelief, ignorance, forgetfulness, 
and idolatry. What’s especially tragic is that before they 
entered the land Israel had received explicit warning 
about not falling into these very traps. Years before, 
Moses was crystal clear with Israel what they were to do 
and not to do as they entered a land occupied by pagans. 
Moses knew that the faith of God’s people were going to 
be challenged at every turn, and prepared them for that 
test.

In Deuteronomy 6, Moses instructed the people as to what 
“discipleship beyond the river” was to look like. When you 
cross over the Jordan, he predicted, you will be among 
pagans. This is how you are to live, this is what you are to 
do in order to retain your faith.
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In looking at several verses from Deuteronomy 6, three 
instructions stand out. How does the faith survive in 
a pagan land? There must be doctrine, devotion, and 
diligence.

DOCTRINE
Moses gives them a clear message about who God is — 
clear doctrine. They would need to have a right view of 
God —  right doctrine. Problems begin when anyone does 
not have a right view of God. Verse 4: “Hear O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one.”  Israel must remember that 
their God is one. And he is the Only. He has no colleagues 
or no rivals. He isn’t like the pantheistic gods of their 
pagan neighbors, gods that didn’t mind some mix and 
match. If the people would be tempted to worship idols, 
or attempt to assimilate pagan religion with their own, 
this clear statement of doctrine warned them that wasn’t 
an option.

DEVOTION
Our belief about the truth of God should transform into a 
love for God - devotion. Verse 5: “You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.” As I have loved you, God’s says, love 
me back. Love me with your whole being, with everything 
you’ve got. This is devotion. The love God requires is 
an exclusive love which requires complete commitment 
which is expressed in whole hearted obedience. Whole 
hearted obedience is the opposite of half hearted 
obedience. This was the perennial problem of Israel: they 
“half obeyed” God. God told them to completely destroy 
the Canaanites, but they only went half way. Anything less 
than whole obedience will not do.  The Lord wants all of 
us, and he deserves all of us.

DILIGENCE
The word “diligently” is presented twice in Deuteronomy 
6. Verse 7 “You shall teach them diligently to your 
children.” Verse 17. “You shall diligently keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God, and his testimonies 
and his statutes, which he has commanded you. “

Diligence is defined as “careful and persistent work 
or effort.” Diligence is needed in the Christian life. 
Philippians 2:12-13 - “Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”

It is essential that we are clear on what the Christian 
life is one that requires careful and persistent work and 
effort. There is danger in viewing the living God as some 
type of omnipotent spiritual vending machine, one that 
will give us what we want when we want. Or expecting 
the Christian life to be a type of spiritual bubble bath, 
where I just have to relax back into the love of God and let 
sanctification come over me comfortably. 

This is not how the Bible ever describes the Christian 
life. The New Testament compares the Christian life to 
a long, arduous marathon race (Heb 12:1-3), a boxing 
match where I give myself a black eye (1 Cor. 9:27), a fight 
to the finish (2 Tim. 4:7), a constant and perpetual war 
(Rom. 7:23). We are commanded to resist the devil - the 
very devil who is portrayed as a hungry lion on the prowl, 
seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). In Galatians 
5:24 we are told to crucify our old man with its passions 
and desires. Crucifixion means a slow, tortuous, painful 
death. No vending machines or bubble baths in the New 
Testament.

Diligence is required in the Christian life. In our battles 
against personal sin, in our pursuit of holiness, in the 
training of our children, in all of the work of the kingdom 
at large, we need to be diligent.

CONCLUSION
Thanks be to God that Judges isn’t the last book of the 
Bible. God is faithful to his people and to his covenant 
promises. Spiritual reformation eventually comes under 
a new generation, and under a new leader Samuel. 
The Lord does re-wake a slumbering church. However, 
every generation must heed the warnings represented 
in Judges 1, and commit themselves to the disciplines of 
Deuteronomy 6. May the Lord give us grace as we seek to 
be faithful.

One Generation Away From Extinction
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Remodeling of the library has been completed; the nursery has been repainted and new storage shelving 
built; a new gas contract was signed for a present savings of $2.00 per cubic feet; phone issues have been 
addressed; a new amp for downstairs has been purchased; lights above the pulpit platform have been 
checked; checking into cost savings with LED bulbs; and leaky roof areas have been repaired. An estimate is 
being sought for more extensive roof repair work.

The deacons express gratitude for the generous giving of the congregation, and particularly in supporting the 
present benevolent needs. The Deacons reported that Lucas Pols was appointed Chairman, Ron Newhouse 
Secretary, Chad Van Dyk Treasurer, and Zach Klomparens Assistant Treasurer.

Committee chairmen were appointed as follows; Building and Grounds Mike Hagerty, Missions and 
Evangelism Leon Bronsink, Education Tom Nagel. Young People Bernie Bronsink, Music Dick De Visser, and 
newly approved Fellowship Committee B Eshuius, council liaison. Committee members are Rich & Tami 
Hamming Co chairs, Brian & Michelle Eshuis, Barb Haan, Monica Horjus and Ron Newhouse. This committee 
will coordinate church social events such as the picnic, potlucks, etc. A Volunteer Coordinator position was 
adopted and Jake De Boer appointed. A proposed volunteer questionnaire is being reviewed for distribution 
to the congregation.

One Elder and one Deacon to circulate in welcoming arriving people, specially visitors, was approved. Joint 
services with Immanuel Fellowship were approved for Good Friday and Ascension Day. A missions month or 
night for October was approved. An Easter mailing with scripture references to be sent out in the Milwood 
area was approved. A TASC trip this summer and the concept of hosting a 2017 TASC team were approved. 
The Trumpet Missions Newsletter to be printed in color was approved. Registration has begun for the 2016 
RYS Convention. Permission was granted for some ladies to use the gym for a garage sale to benefit the 
young people to be held during the car wash and plant sale. A list of professional counselors to turn to when 
a particular need arises within the congregation is being explored. Permission was given to publicize in our 
church a debate at WMU between a Christian minister who turned atheist and a Muslim who turned Christian. 
The Elders report that family visiting continues and that visits to the classes and societies has begun. The 
consistory meeting day has been changed from the third Monday of the month to the third Wednesday of the 
month.

Respectfully Submitted,
Myron Rau, Clerk

DISTRICTS ELDER CONTACT DEACON CONTACT

D Agema - D & M DeVisser Marty Horjus, 345-8174 Ron Newhouse, 343-2336

M&R DeVries - J&S Kalkman Dick DeVisser, 808-6304 Lucus Pols, 329-0357

K Kalkman - C&M Miersma Brian Eshuis, 806-0820 John DeJonge, 616-477-2180

R&J Moerman - P Sluys Leon Bronsink, 679-2501 Mike Hagerty, 226-2462

E Sportel - J Zigterman Bernie Bronsink 269-420-6365 Zach Klomparens, 993-5609

President - Tom Nagel, 279-7373
Clerk - Myron Rau, 532-1439

Council Notes
January - March
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Announcements

Katie Kloosterman and  Elliot Anderson were 
married Saturday, March 26 here at our church. We 
ask for the Lord’s blessing for Katie and Elliot.

Dear Covenant URC Council,

 Thank you so much for supporting my trip to the Wycliffe Bible Translators TO-
TAL It Up event in Orlando, Florida.  This was an incredible experience for me and I am 
very grateful I was able to take part in it, and for your assistance.
 While at this event I was able to learn a lot about the task of Bible translation 
and the work of Wycliffe.  We attended courses on subjects related to translation and 
linguistics and other aspects that went into the work.  However, the greatest blessing 
was to be able to spend time with other young people with a heart for Bible translation, 
and with the staff of Wycliffe.  It was a wonderful opportunity to hear from these people 
about the work God has done with them, and to be encouraged in our faith and in seek-
ing to follow Him.  It was also very impactful to see the great need for Bible translation, 
seeing the effect the work has had and hearing of projects that need the prayer and sup-
port of believers.
 I know that God is using this experience and the knowledge I have gained to 
help me to find my place in this work.  Thank you for your support as I continue to seek 
where and when He can best use me.

   Kelly Partin

On March 25th we enjoyed a combined 
Good Friday service with Immanuel 
Fellowship and Community OPC.  

Rev. Veldman lead the service and Rev. 
Boekestein preached. Refreshments were 
served after the combined service.
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Obituaries

Marthe Kalkman, age 92 of Kalamazoo passed away at Rose Arbor Hospice and went to be with her Lord 
on Jan. 10, 2016. Marthe was born May 8, 1923 in Vlaardingen, the Netherlands, the 

daughter of Hendrik and Helena VandenBerg. She was 
united in marriage to John Kalkman on July 16, 1947, 
who preceded her in death on October 21, 1997. John 
and Marthe emigrated to Kalamazoo in 1954. She en-
joyed sewing, growing flowers and baking cookies for 
her grandchildren. Marthe worked for several years at 
DenHartigh Greenhouses and then as a bookkeeper for 
14 years at JK Machining. She was a member of Cove-
nant United Reformed Church. Marthe was preceded in 
death by her parents, seven brothers and one sister, all of 
the Netherlands. Surviving are one brother, Piet and one 
sister, Helena Rietdyk of the Netherlands. She was also 
preceded in death by a daughter, Dorothy Ann Gauthier 
in 1998. Marthe is survived by her children, Gerrit (Anne) 
Kalkman, Marlene (Sid) Walters, 
Henry ( Kay) Kalkman, John Kalkman, and son–in–law 
Ronald Gauthier. She is also survived by 
19 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. 

Epke D. VanderBerg went to his final home in glory on 
March 4, 2016. Epke was born in the Netherlands, on Sep-
tember 3, 1924. He came to the United States at the age of 
26. He married the love of his life, Tina (Tuinier) VanderBerg, 
who survives. They had five children, Marti (Walt) Chingo, 
Dan (Irene) VanderBerg, John (Dawn) VanderBerg, Paul 
(Carol) VanderBerg and Mark VanderBerg. Epke was also 
blessed with fourteen grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children. He was preceded in death by all four of his siblings. 
He drove a delivery truck for Oven Fresh and Herrud Meats 
for many years before his retirement. Epke was a member of 
Covenant United Reformed Church.

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones. Psalm 116:15
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Events
Jim Oord Ordination

We give thanks with Jim and 
Raylene Oord for the Lord’s 
provision to Jim of his first 
congregation. “The Community 
URC in Schererville, Indiana 
announces with thanksgiving 
to God that Mr. James Oord has 
accepted our call to be our pastor.” 
The ordination of brother Oord 
occurred Thursday, January 7, 
2016 at Community URC.

Watch a short video of Jim’s ordination at: vimeo.com/166461138
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Winter Night:  Kingdom Seekers & Cadets
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Winter Night:  Kingdom Seekers & Cadets
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John Balkema
Springs at the Fountains 
1451 Bronson Way  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Kay Mansens 
1810 W. “E” Avenue  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
226-2462
 
Robert & Millie McCully 
1619 Egleston 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
345-1377
 
Jerry & Betty Mejeur 
Room 232 
2920 Crystal Lane Kalamazoo, 
MI 49009 
372-0504
 
Calvin & Marguerite Miersma 
1115 Eagle Drive 
Apt 201 
Wayland, MI 49348 
269-792-2140
 
Lois Newmeyer 
Crystal Woods Room 21 
2920 Crystal Lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
 

Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
342-8835
  
Peter Sluys 
Apt 16 
The Fountains 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
381-9863 
 
Ann Tuinier 
Room 238 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0579
 

Thinking of you!

Let’s remember our elderly and shut-ins

Tina Vanderberg 
Room 234 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0537
 
Nellie Wiersma 
Room 218 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0556
 
Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002 
327-1733
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Guest Article: Visitors In Our Church

A church where we worshiped as visitors nearly fifty years 
ago is an experience that has never been forgotten.  As 
tourists at Niagara Falls we looked for the nearest Christian 
Reformed Church.  When we arrived at the church on Sunday 
morning, we were not late but all were seated and there were 
no greeters or ushers.  The people in the pews turned around 
and looked at us as if to say, who are you and what are you 
doing here. We proceeded into the sanctuary and found a 
place to sit.  After the service not a single person spoke to us.  
It was as if we did not exist, and we left.

Another more recent incident is also memorable.  We had 
opportunity to worship at one of our URC churches in Illinois 
on a Sunday morning.  We were barely out of our seats after 
the service and a young lady invited us to her family’s home.  
Her parents were there as well, and we had a very enjoyable 
time of fellowship.

How are we at Covenant URC in Kalamazoo doing at meeting 
and welcoming visitors?  Some of our visitors may be in 
the area vacationing, or are visiting someone and choose 
to worship with us on that particular Sunday.  Others have 
moved into our area and are looking for a church home, while 
still others live here and are looking either for a church or for 
a different church.  From among those searching for a church, 
we can recall the number who worshiped with us for only a 
short time and went elsewhere.

Does this sound familiar?  The service has ended and the 
congregation files out the door.  Immediately people begin to 
gather into their usual groups, in their usual areas (cliques 
maybe).  The usual few will make an effort to greet and meet 
visitors while others walk right past them.  Still others will 
ask among themselves, “who were those people?”  Someone 
once wisely advised, instead of asking who those visitors in 
church were, go meet them and find out for yourself.  

Welcoming visitors to our church, and welcoming them, as 
well as each other to our homes, is called hospitality.  The 
dictionary defines hospitality as “generous and friendly 
treatment of visitors and guests”.  Let love of the brethern 
continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.  
Hebrews 13:1-2.  

Not all of us have the gift of hospitality, but as Christians we 
should have the gift of love out of which flows some form of 
hospitality.  Because of what Christ has done for us, we are 
to present our bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable 
to God, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing 
hospitality.  Romans 12:1&13.    Be hospitable to one another 
without complaint.  1 Peter 4:9.  

Some people are afraid or too timid to approach those who 
they don’t know.  For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, 
but of power and love and discipline.  2 Timothy 1:7.  It is 
quite often amazing the connections one finds when talking 
with visitors who come to church.  

United Reformed minister, Rev. Tony Zekveld and his wife 
Arley-Ann have written a booklet, Open Heart Open Home, 
published by Reformed Fellowship.  They say, “Many 
congregations are not prepared or equipped to receive new 
believers and their families.  Why?  Because hospitality is 
not a priority in our lives.  Who will be hospitable toward the 
stranger if this new life in Christ is not being shown among 
ourselves, and not being exemplified by the elders of our 
congregation?”  They quote Reformed author Alexander 
Strauch in his book, Leading with Love, “A cold unwelcoming 
church contradicts the gospel message.  Yet unfriendliness 
stands out as a frequent criticism of local churches.” 

Hospitality is also a necessity in evangelism.  Evangelism 
should be a priority of the church and especially a mark of a 
vibrant church.  When people are invited to our church do we 
make them feel at home when they do come.  As Reformed 
Christians we often almost mockingly refer to the friendliness 
of the Baptists.  With the friendliness of such churches 
usually however also seems to be a demonstration of sincere 
Christian love for each other and for the lost who are joyfully 
welcomed into their midst.  Wherefore, accept one another, 
just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.   
Romans 15:7.  

So all things considered, how are we as a church doing in 
making visitors welcome?  How are we doing collectively?  
How are we doing individually?  How are we doing in 
evangelism?  Think about it.

Contributed by Myron Rau
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Ministry Highlights & Updates
Wycliffe: Micheals

Wycliffe Bible Translators
Micheal’s Prayer Points, January 2016

Dear Family and 
Friends,

We hope your 
holidays were filled 
with the joy of 
Christmas and a 
longing for greater 
holiness this com-
ing year.  As we get 
older, we have both said that as the body grows weaker 
we want our spirit to grow stronger in the Lord.  We pray 
that would be your prayer too!

We have several items for which we ask that you pray for 
related to our work with Wycliffe Bible Translators.

1. Please pray that the Lord will guide Chuck to a greater 
and more interested group of people who will respond to 
our need for teachers at our Missionary Kid (MK) schools.  
Our four children attended the MK school Wycliffe set up 
in Papaua New Guinea and all the dozens of other schools 
that have been set up for MKs have a need for teachers.  
These are missionary teachers who are willing to raise 
support like we do with Wycliffe, have a valid teaching 
certificate and have one year experience.  Currently there 
are almost 200 open positions for MK teachers in dozens 
of schools that are needed for the start of fall 2016 classes.  
Please pray we will have many people inquiring and will-
ing to go.

2. Please pray for Barb a she continues to learn a new 
process for working with people interested in counteering 
or serving in an internship with Wycliffe.  In the past, she 
planned trips for college students, but this year Wycliffe 
decided to stop doing trips and started a new effort to 
recruit people in these other ways.  As all the processes for 
doing so are new, it has been a bit overwhelming for her 
to learn the new ways of working.  In the past, her work 
was mainly in the Spring as trips were being planned.  
Now the work is year round and since she serves part time 
with Wycliffe, it is challenging to balance that work load 
with work at home and church where she helps co-lead a 
women’s Bible study.  Pray for wisdom in learning these 
new processes and that she will be able to schedule her 
work time successfuly.

3.  We both have been given the opportunity with Wycliffe 
to travel to Germany in March 2016 to participate in an 
education conference and interact with over 200 teachers 
and school administrators who are involved in schools set 
up to meet the educational needs of missionary children.  

We are going to form relationships with these school and 
to share with them our new Wycliffe volunteer program, 
which we have been given permission to recruit teachers 
through.  This conference will give Chuck an opportunity 
to learn  more about the specific needs for teachers and 
school administrators that he has now begun to recruit 
for and this will give Barb and opportunity to meet the 
administrators face-to-face that she will be working with 
as she processes the Volunteer applications for these MK 
teachers and school administrators.  A huge blessing of 
attending this conference is that it will be held in Kandern, 
Germany where our two children, their spouses and four 
of our grandchildren live!  We will stay with them during 
the time of the conference and also take a few extra days 
of vacation to be with them again!  We praise the Lord 
that our Wycliffe office budgets will cover the cost of us 
attending this conference!  We do ask you to pray for the 
plans that need to be laid out for travel, etc.  We ask you to 
pray too for a potential workshop Chuck will be hosting 
at the conference that will focus on helping these schoools 
improve their recruitment efforts.

4.  We again ask for prayer concerning our financial sup-
port.  While it has been good in the past for which we give 
thanks to the Lord for, the last few months we have seen 
a decrease in what people and churches are giving to our 
work with Wycliffe.  Normally the months of December 
and January are very good months for our support that 
carry us through the low months of support in the Spring, 
but this year we are experiencing an almost 20% decrease 
in giving.  As you can imagine that requires a tightening 
of our belts, which we are doing.  Pray for an increase in 
support and additional new supporters and churches to 
support our work.  However, we also have an urgent need 
for funds to purchase another vehicle as the vehicle we 
use for travel is on its last legs with almost 230,000 miles 
on it.  We have been able to save some money toward a 
purchase, but we do not have enough to fund a newer and 
more dependable vehicle.  Siince our income has gone 
down 20% we don’t want to have a monthly car payment 
and we are working hard to not go into debt for these 
types of things.  We are planning a trip to Michigan to visit 
our supporters and supporting churches in April and our 
car mechanic has advised us not to take the vehicle we 
have on such a trip.  So, our need is urgent for funds to 
replace our vehicle.  Will you pray for God’s provision for 
this need and for God to steer us to a place where we can 
find a great vehicle at a great price.

Thanks for praying.

Sola Deo Gloria!

Chuch & Barb Micheals
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FOCUS ON LOGOS MINISTRIES  
IN MALAWI 

About Logos

Logos Ministries offers training to church leaders to 
equip men in CCAP (Central Church of Africa, Presby-
terian) churches to lead and instruct their flocks, which 
often number in the thousands. Multiple seminars are
held each month and are conducted by Logos staff and 
visiting pastors and teachers.

What an amazing opportunity to impact a one million 
member denomination!  

Five gentlemen in an old rustic guesthouse preparing for 
another day’s work. Manuel, the Word & Deed projects 

Malawi Country Director is picturee on the far left; he also 
teaches at Logos. Pastor Heiberg is on the far right.

2015 in Review

“Our training at Mtengowanthenga is the most memo-
rable one because I felt the Spirit of God was working 
among the participants more especially when I heard 
a comment from an old man who claimed that he has 
been a church elder for many years, but had not known 
the book he has been using well enough. He confessed 
that he had known for the first time why he has been 
calling the Bible the living Word of God and that this has 
impacted his spiritual growth.” 

Testimonies

REV. JESNOW KWENDA (VISITING MINISTER FOR 
CHIZUNGU CCAP CHURCH)
“These are well prepared lessons not just for the church 
leaders but also for pastors. They serve as refresher 
course material. I learned about these issues when I was 

a student at seminary. I believe that as you bring them
to church leaders in a language they understand you 
will not only help them in their leadership skills, but 
even their spiritual lives will be revived. In return they 
will make an impact on the Christians they are leading”.

The CCAP men Pastor Heiberg taught at the JMTI.

MR. JELISALA BANDA (CHURCH CLERK FOR 
CHENTCHERERE CCAP CHURCH)
“A lesson on church leadership is very important, not 
only to me, but to all leaders in the church. I would like 
to confess that many leaders in our church lack this skill 
of leadership as is written to us by Paul in his letter to 
Timothy (1 Tim. 3:1-10).” 

Prayer Requests

Please pray that ...
The Lord will use Logos to strengthen the leadership of 
the CCAP.
The Lord will use Logos to spread the Gospel in Africa, 
as Pastor Heiberg notes that “Islam is ready to capital-
ize and fill the vacuum [that a receding Christianity has 
left].”
- There will continue to be a great hunger for a deeper 
knowledge of God and His Word in Malawi.

The beauty of Malawi.

Ministry Highlights & Updates
Word & Deed
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The Greens
Costa Rica

February 6,
2015

A huge “MUCHAS GRACIAS” for all!

TREMENDOUS experience in México!

We give heartfelt thanks to the Lord, and to 
His people for your PRAYER SUPPORT 
and your VERY GENEROUS giving last 
year.  Many individuals and churches gave 
record amounts of money to the work in Costa 
Rica, and on behalf of my wife and I, CLIR, 
and CECRE (Tepeyac Chr. School) we say 
“Thank you!”  

With God’s help, your generous gifts 
allowed us to have a record year in both 
conferences and books printed.  Soli Deo 
Gloria!

Aletha was able to join me for a very busy, 
but very fruitful 2 week trip to Tabasco, and 
Mérida.  I spoke to some 150 people in 
Tabasco on  “Christianity vs. Liberalism”, 
and gave a course for the MINTS master’s 
program in Mérida on “Preaching Christ from 
the OT”.  The brothers in Mérida expected 30, 
and we had 60!  It was a joy to present our 
Savior’s redemption plan revealed from 
Genesis onward.  We had a wonderful time.

We made the most of our trip in 
communicating CLIR’s ministry with 
literature and publications.  Many pastors 
were thrilled to see what CLIR now offers, 
and hundreds of books were sold.  Both 
Tabasco and Mérida is talking about 
importing large quantities by ship.  Both the 
Tabasco and Yucatán synods are huge, and 
they have not had Reformed educational 
material for their youth.  CLIR now provides 
that. Thank you for your help!  Last year 
was a record year in both giving and 
ministry!

¡Felíz Año 

Nuevo! 

(’Happy New Year’ - for those who 
don’t know the heavenly language!)

The MINTS team of professors that
coordinated my course on Preaching Christ

from the OT.  Great men!

Many Mayan ruins are left in Yucatán, but the 
ancient religious practices continue under a 

syncretistic Catholicism
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Ministry Highlights & Updates  
The Greens, Costa Rica
Record year for 
CLIR books!

Many people in North America with    
whom I speak still are not aware of the fact 
that there is virtually no Reformed church 
educational material for young people, nor 
Reformed OT commentaries for pastors.

CLIR is changing that, and we are 
producing a whole series for youth and for 
adults, as well as commentaries and 
theological texts by John Calvin, BB 
Warfield, J.G. Machen, Abraham Kuyper 
and others.   We are indebted to folks like 
those in the photo who have become 
enthused about promoting CLIR’s 
literature.  God has put together an 
international team!  CLIR’s 100 titles are 
sought more and more.  2015 was a record 
year for CLIR’s distribution!  

Enjoy the pics from our
conferences in México

(We have TOO MUCH to write about, so 
will make another newsletter soon.  Right 
now there are work teams helping the 
school get ready for classes, and working at 
the high school.  Lots happening!) 16



 
 

                            
 

  
 
This was my third teaching time at the Baltic 
Reformed Theological Seminary in Riga, Latvia.  I 
arrived on a Saturday, rested on Sunday and 
attended the afternoon worship service of the 
Reformed congregation led by Pastor Ungars.  The 
seminary meets in this same Methodist church 
facility where the congregation gathers for the 
Sunday services. The simplicity of the 
congregational worship time blessed me. A musical 
ensemble accompanied the beautiful singing of the 
faithful and the pastor preached a solid sermon 
challenging the congregation to make sure their 
faith was centered on the Christ of the Bible and not 
on a Savior of our own definition. 
 
I went to Riga to teach Church History from the 
Post Reformation to the present time. As you can 
imagine, that proved quite challenging but 
somehow we accomplished this task.  I enjoyed 
connecting again with the two brothers who run the 
day-to-day operation of the seminary, Artis Celmins 
and Janis Perkons.  Both men assisted in providing 
instant translation which helped me not to lose 
teaching time.  
 
There were six students who took the class and an 
average attendance of five. This time around there 
were no ministerial students. The class was a 
Master’s level course given to men and women of 
the two Reformed churches in Riga. The lectures 
are recorded and downloadable for those who are 
interested.  Since this was my third time in Riga I 
felt a strong rapport with both the seminary leaders 
and the students. 
 

 
 
 
 
It was rather humbling to know that these men and 
women had worked hard all day yet made it a 
priority to come to class and follow three hours of 
lectures five straight days. Their quiet composure 
and commitment inspired me. 
 
Please keep the Reformed believers in the Baltic 
republics in your prayers.  The reformed community 
here is quite young and small.   Ask the Lord to 
give folks opportunities to connect with local 
people and forge friendships that will eventually 
bring more people to join the churches. 
 

          
 
Is your church considering a Missions 
Conference this year?  Could ITEM help with a 
speaker to open God’s Word during the 
conference? Let us know.     
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Pray 
 

1. Praise for John Lewis' teaching of “Christian 
Ethics” at KRBC January 25-29 and for Maurice Sikes 
who taught on “God and Man” in Romania in January. 
 
2. Praise for the generous General Fund contributions 
($34,041) in December which brought the total 
General Fund to $180,693, a 61% increase over 2014. 
 The Lord has overflowed His blessings on ITEM. 
 
3. In February Will Hesterberg will teach at two new 
locations in Andhra Pradesh, India ( Vjayawada and 
Viskapatname) and Bob Smart will teach at 
RBI/PCI,R in Manipur. 

4. Please pray that the Indian fields will remain open 
to our teachers in 2016, and that the teachers will 
encourage and enlighten the students with sound 
Biblical teaching. 

 

A Great Need 
 

in a Small 
Country 

 
by Dr. Fritz 

Harms  

 

Looking  
 

for a  
 

Missions  
 

Conference
? 

 

Latvians discussing 
the lecture  

e  discussing their 
classes. 

February 2016 Newsletter 
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So how did your investments do in 2015?  The Dow 
Jones Stock Index closed at 17,425.03, down almost 
400 points from Dec. 31, 2014.  There were wild 
swings throughout the year, from a high of 
18,312.39 in May to 15,666.44 in August, dropping 
over 2,600 points in just three months.  What a 
rollercoaster and not for the faint of heart.   
 
So how did your spiritual investments do in 2015?  
Did you grow closer to the Lord?  Did you grow in 
your knowledge of Him?  In your faith?  In your 
character?  In your serving? 
 
The new year is always a good time to look back, 
assess situations, make adjustments and change 
directions.  Sometimes such analysis calls for 
changes in allocation of one’s God-given resources.  
Perhaps you’ve realized that in 2016 you would like 
to invest more of your resources in areas that yield 
spiritual dividends instead of  material gain.  
  
At ITEM we are also assessing the year from 
several perspectives. Take the financial perspective.    
By God’s grace and the generosity of His people, 
the general fund investments grew by 61%.   While 
those numbers are important, they don’t tell the 
whole story.   The number of instructors more than 
doubled from 13 to 28; the number of investors 
grew from 135 to 161.  This doesn’t count all the 
individuals and churches who also gave to 
instructors directly to get them to the field.  Here’s 
even more mind-boggling growth.  Twenty-eight 
instructors multiplied 22 times by teaching over 630 
national Christian leaders.  Suppose each of those 
630 leaders shared what they learned with 22 
others.  That’s over 14,000 in a year or two! 
 
Jesus reminds us that those who invest in Christian 
ministry such as ITEM have their investments 
credited to their spiritual account.  Matthew 6:20 

gives great investment advice, “Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal” (and where wild stock market swings do 
not take your funds).    Jesus advised in Luke 16:9, 
“Use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, 
so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings.”  Is it maybe time to re-allocate 
more God-given resources to the spiritual realm?  
Maybe to ITEM? 
 

 
                                                                                                      

 

In December 2014, Tom Smith and I, Will 
Hesterberg, visited Dr. Jasmin Milic at Osejek, 
Croatia, the site of Mikhail Staurin  Institute where 
we will be sending instructors this April to help 
train pastors for the fledgling Protestant Reformed 
Christian Church (PRKC). As we asked how we 
could help, he immediately identified having a 
library of good reformed books as a priority. Tom 
and Dr. Joe Hall, former ITEM Board Chairman 
and longtime Covenant Seminary Librarian began 
collecting books.  They did a great job;  we now 
have over 1200 books ready to ship.  But shipping 
books can be expensive.  It’s estimated that we may 
need about $5,000 to ship the books.  Would you 
like to help with a special gift to the “Croatian 
Books” designated fund at ITEM?  Thank you.  
 

 

 

February -  

a Great Time to 

Evaluate  

& 

Re-allocate 

How Do You Move A Library? 

Contributions to ITEM in Canada may be sent to 
ITEM, Action International Ministries, 3015 A, 21st 
Street NE, Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2E 7T1 and in 
the U.S. to ITEM, PO Box 31456, St Louis, MO or 
through paypal at www.ITEM.Org.    

Phone: 618-939-ITEM (4836)                           
Email lwhesterberg@gmail.com  
 

Ministry Highlights & Updates  
ITEM
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Place The Face

B

B

C

C
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Childrens Page

Praise the Lord!

W U B W T L P Y G Y W O X L M 
B V X J B D T Z B L L I O W P 
P I R B V H O X D J D R J L K 
Z B N K G W D O N E D D Q U B 
E Z U I C S A E G S D Y Q F W 
W R M D K H M L D U T P W R T 
J L K R Z E R S S S D F V E D 
A P R A I S E I M A O G O D R 
L H U C B Y P V S T G K U N O 
L S X I F N P H O T A U Y O B 
G W M G R D M L W J R K N W Y 
H R V B F M W Y V V J X U V W 
G N I S Y E H W F Y M H J L F 
J G N I R W I Z G P E V E Q Q 
U L T X N V C R A F P O J C G 

ALMIGHTY

CHRIST

GOD

GOOD

JESUS

LORD

PRAISE

SING

WONDERFUL

Answers for Place the Face:  
A. Rev. Jeremy Veldman 
B. Mark Kloosterman  
C. Carrie Kloosterman 
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