
ONE BODY, MANY GIFTS
The Book of Ephesians is one of the Apostle Paul’s “Prison Epistles,” because 
Paul wrote this book while he was in prison, probably under the two year 
house arrest recounted in Acts 28. The city of Ephesus was the capital of 
the Roman province of Asia on the west coast of Asia Minor. Ephesus was 
a leader in international trade and a haven for philosophers, poets, artists, 
and orators. It was a very pagan and idolatrous city, being the home of 
the temple of the goddess Diana — one of the “Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World.” It was a city that desperately needed the gospel and faithful 
churches!

To the Christians living in pagan Ephesus, the Apostle Paul writes a letter of 
teaching and encouragement. Set free by the power of the gospel, Christians 
are no longer in darkness, but are light in the Lord, and are called to walk as 
children of light (Eph 5:8). As they walk together as children of light, they live 
together as a living church. One of the themes of the book of Ephesians is the 
relationship between the ascended Lord Jesus Christ and His earthly body, 
the church. In exploring the eternal purposes of God being worked out in 
human history, Paul sees God’s purpose for the church. Through the person 
and work of Jesus Christ, God is creating something new — a new society. 
Paul describes the magnificent vision he sees: an alienated humanity being 
reconciled to God; a fractured humanity being united together in love; and 
a new humanity — a new society (the church!) — being created and through 
which God is expanding His kingdom on earth.

We, as Covenant United Reformed Church, are part of this “new society,” and 
Paul explains what this should look like. We are called to be One Body, Many 
Gifts. We are “one body” as the congregation of Jesus Christ, yet called to 
live in expression of the “many gifts” God has blessed our congregation with. 
Ephesians 4:1-16 explores the themes of love, unity, and diversity that should 
be expressed in the body of Christ. We may think about the character of this 
unity in some propositions:

Our “Christian unity”... 

Develops out of our common calling (v. 1)

Depends on our mutual love manifested through our character and  
conduct (vv 2-3).

Arises from the unity of our God (vv 4-6).

Is enriched by the diversity of our gifts (vv 7-12).

Demands the maturity of our growth (vv. 13-16).

–Rev. Jeremy Veldman, 2013
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Events

Christmas program
Watch or download the 
Christmas Program! 
https://vimeo.
com/196223442
Or you can Google search 
for: Covenant URC 
Christmas Program Vimeo. 
Watch past programs there 
too!

Remembering 2016 

We as a church, would like to reflect on God’s blessings to us as a congregation:  

We were blessed with 4 births: 

Isabella den Hollander, Rueben Klomparens, Ezra Hamming and Olivia Wallinga. 

We had 6 marriages: 

Katie (Kloosterman) & Elliot Anderson; Carrie (Kloosterman) & Jared Garrison: Marissa (Riedstra) & Ethan Marshall, 
Kelly (Partin) & Neil Kloosterman; Bethany (Vander Berg) & Kam Richardson; Jacob & Alyssa (Kiel) Riedstra. 

Five members professed their faith: 

Josh Balkema, Isaac Eshuis, Kylie Klomparens, Matt Kloosterman, Michelle Koning. 

The Lord called home 8 members: 

Marthe Kalkman, Epke VanderBerg, Marguerite Miersma, Kay Mansens, Ann Tuinier, Henry DeVisser, John Visser, 
Jerry Mejeur. 

We welcomed 2 families and 1 single member: 

Bob & Char DeBoer and Robert & Amanda Wallinga; 1 single member: Kelsey Pryor.  

May the Lord continue to bless our church and may we always give thanks for his continued blessings. 

https://vimeo.com/196223442
https://vimeo.com/196223442


Welcome new members!

On November 13, 
2016, we witnessed the 
sacrament of baptism 
to Ezra Johan Hendrik 
Hamming, son of Richard 
and Tami Hamming; 
Isabella Grace den 
Hollander, daughter of 
Keith and Rebecca den 
Hollander; and Reuben 
J Klomparens, son of 
Zachery and Lauren 
Klomparens. 

On December 
25, we had the 
privilege of 
witnessing the 
sacrament of 
baptism to Olivia 
Grace Wallinga, 
daughter of 
Robert and 
Amanda 
Wallinga. 

On Sunday, November 20, five members professed their faith: Josh Balkema, 
Matt Kloosterman, Michelle Koning, Kylie Klomparens and Isaac Eshuis. The 
service was led by Rev. Mark Vander Hart 

Bob & Char DeBoer, who 
were welcomed into our 
fellowship November 
20, They are the parents 
of Jake, and come 
to us from Milwood 
Community Church, 
formerly Milwood CRC. 

We welcome into our 
fellowship Robert and 
Amanda Wallinga and 
their children: Evan, 
William, Joy, Annie and 
Olivia on December 11. 
They come to us from 
Covenant URC of Byron 
Center. 

Remembering our seniors
John Balkema 
Oakview Terrace
Room 134
2920 Crystal lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Dorthy Balkema
5810 South 29th Street
Scotts, MI 49088
343-3791

Agnes DeVisser 
Oakview Terrace 
Room 146 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Robert McCully 
1619 Egleston 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
345-1377

Betty Mejeur 
Crystal Woods
2920 Crystal Lane 
Room 17
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

James Mejeur
2920 Crystal Lane
Room 104
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Calvin  Miersma 
6600 Constitution 
Apt 420
Portage, MI 49024
324-5829 

Lois Newmeyer
Crystal Woods
Room 21 
2920 Crystal Lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
342-8835

Peter Sluys 
The Fountains
Apt 16 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
381-9863 

Nellie Wiersma 
2920 Crystal Lane
Room 218 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0556

Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002 
327-1733



• The Building and Grounds Committee reported on the progress of the roof work; The narthex air 
conditioner will be replaced; pew cushions were professionally cleaned; The awning over the back door 
rotted out and was replaced; Oven and refrigerator problems were reported;  an inspection resulted in the 
need for an address number of the church to be displayed on the church sign for emergency responder 
identification purposes.  A new more economical copy machine replaced the one we had.  This copy 
machine is also connected to the internet for publishing the Covenant Chronicles and other information 
for the congregation, rather than having those printed commercially.  

• Missions and Evangelism planned a Missions Night, and Christmas services invitations were sent to the 
neighborhood.

• The young people are off to another good year with good participation.

• The Fellowship Committee continues to look for opportunities for times of fellowship.  They plan 
fellowship meals on communion Sundays, and are planning a praise and fellowship for Feb. 11. 

• The Council met for over two hours with Rev. Brad Nymeyer and approved him for a vote by the 
congregation to call as our minister.

• Samaritas requested participation of our church in their efforts towards child foster care.  We will 
continue with Bethany Christian Services.

• Approved the use of the church for Providence Christian School for their Christmas program and practice.

• Approved a letter to the Board of Reformed Mission Services about concerns of their recently amended 
By Laws.  

• The Deacons reported sending $500.00 to Rev. Green to assist the Christian school in Costa Rica to visit 
the Creation Museum.

• The Elders reported fewer family visits during the summer months and that visiting is on schedule.  They 
reported ratifying the decisions of Synod to enter into stage two of Ecclesiastical Fellowship with the 
Calvinistic Reformed Churches in Indonesia, the Free Church of Scotland Continuing and the Reformed 
Churches of South Africa.  With joy the Elders heard the profession of faith of five young people.  They 
have continued the pastor search and have recommended Rev. Todd De Rooy.

• Quarterly mutual censure was conducted satisfactorily at the December meeting, noting the prevailing 
unity among the Council. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Myron Rau, Clerk
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