
Cambridge, MD
Rev. Steve and Kathy Arrick 

Rev. Steve Arrick serves as a church planter 
at Redeemer Church (URC) in Cambridge, 
Maryland. The church plant conducts its ministry under 
the oversight of Pompton Plains Reformed Bible Church, 
with the support of the churches of Classis Eastern US of the 
URCNA.

Redeemer began in 1998 as a PCA church plant. In late 2015 
the church approached Rev. Arrick about the URC taking over 
the work and helping it make the transition into the URC.  
Rev. Arrick accepted the call and began working in Cambridge 
in February of 2016.

Because membership and giving had declined over the years, 
the work was deemed to be a re-plant. It was hoped that 
during the transition to become an organized URC church, the 
Lord would bless the church by adding a number of families 
and individuals to the core group. This has indeed been the 
case over the first year and a half, as average attendance has 
increased to 38 a week, and giving has increased accordingly.   
Cambridge, Maryland, is a growing town of 12,000 residents 
located on the Eastern Shore of Maryland between Easton 
and Salisbury, and only 60 miles from Ocean City. It is the 
birthplace of the Civil Rights Movement and the home of 
Harriet Tubman. It is known for its fishing and crabbing 
industry. It is a great destination for tourists and the location 
for  many special events, especially during the summer 

months. It is an affordable community with a growing and 
diverse manufacturing base and job market.

The existing churches in the community are mostly mainline 
Protestant, with a few Evangelical churches. There is great 
spiritual need, and certainly a need for a church like Redeemer, 
a true church with a strong and uncompromising witness to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The church owns and utilizes a sanctuary and adjacent 
house. The house functions as a residence for Pastor 
and Mrs. Arrick, visiting guests, and fellowship and 
educational hall.

Most recently, members of the core group have expressed 
an interest in starting a Reformed Christian School for the 
covenant youth of the church, Christian families in the 
community, and the youth and children of the community 
who need a good educational alternative to the public 
school system. The school would follow a classical method 
of education and adhere to the Three Forms of Unity. To 
date, a board has been formed, facilities acquired, and 
outside funding is being sought. The school is also seeking 
teachers and other staff who would be willing to relocate to 
Cambridge to be part of the church and school community 
and serve as missionary teachers at the school. Cambridge 
Classical Christian School intends to begin operations in 
the fall of 2018. 

SEPTEMBER 2017  •  PAGE 1

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”  II Peter 3:18 SEPTEMBER 2017

Missions Newsletter of the URCNA

For more information, please contact the Arricks at: 
grace2graceknra@gmail.com



Cincinnatti, OH
Rev. Zac and KC Wyse

In the summer of 2013, Zeltenreich Reformed 
Church (New Holland, PA), in partnership 
with Classis Eastern U.S., launched our 
church plant.  We are the first URC congregation in Ohio 
and are based in Cincinnati’s Westside.  Our church plant 
began with a small core of sixteen souls, only one of whom 
was raised in the Reformed heritage.  We grew quickly in 
our first year, reaching about thirty souls by its end.  But in 
the intervening years, our numerical growth stagnated.  New 
families would arrive but only to replace those that moved 
away or decided that being Reformed wasn’t for them.  
Though only thirty-five souls called our church “home,” we 
were characterized by joy and peace and were increasing 
in our understanding of Christ, the Scriptures, and our 
Reformed heritage.

Time and again, we’d implement new plans and strategies 
for church growth, but to no avail. The frustration became 
palpable; our own strategies and efforts were ultimately 
powerless.  Truly, it is God alone who gives the growth.  
Although it is a simple truth, we need to learn it over and over.

We praise the Lord that He has blessed us greatly in the last 
six months.  As occurred in our first year, we have experienced 
a wave of numerical growth and are delighted to report that 
over fifty souls now call WRC “home.”  We cannot attribute 

this to any human 
activity, strategy, 
or skill; if anything, 
we’ve been doing 
less!  We simply 
give thanks to God 
for His grace and 
mercy.

This rapid growth 
has meant change 
for our church.  
There are new 
people to meet, 
stories to hear, and questions to answer.  Most of these 
visitors are also preparing to become members.  We even 
have the wonderful problem of needing to purchase more 
chairs to increase our seating capacity.  (We continue to rent 
space inside another church’s building, since our attempts to 
find a new, larger place of worship have been unsuccessful.)

We would urge you to join us in thanking the Lord for our 
recent growth and for our continued joy and peace in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ; He has, indeed, answered many 
prayers.  Pray that visitors become members, that we 
increase in number and in love, and that we are faithful in 
witnessing to our neighbors.  We would also request prayer 
for two special events.  At the end of August, we passed 
out WRC tote bags, helium balloons, and information about 
our church to families at a local fair.  It was our third year in 
a row doing this.  Please, pray that some of these families 
would become curious and visit our church.  We also have 
a conference coming up to celebrate Reformation Day.  

Charles Fry, author of A World Upside Down, will 
speak on Martin Luther and Justification by Faith 
Alone.  May our congregation and visitors come to 
a better understanding of the good news of Jesus 
Christ!  And may God receive the glory as we find 
comfort in our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.
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