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December 2017 
Update on the Westville Correctional Facility campus 

At the Westville Correctional Facility we 

have the privilege of training the cream of 

the crop. About a year ago the Westville 

administration promoted our status by 

inviting us to be part of their PLUS program. 

PLUS is a state-wide character/faith-based 

program that stands for Purposeful Living 

Units Serve. Inmates voluntarily apply for 

the PLUS program because of its rigor and 

concentrated focus on changing criminal 

behavior from the inside out.  

It takes a student 16 months (divided into 4 

quarters) to complete the program. Divine 

Hope offers 2 elective courses each quarter, 

including Heidelberg Catechism (2 quarters), 

Old Testament survey (2 quarters), The 

Gospel of Mark (1 Qtr.), How People Change 

(1 quarter) Helping Others Change (1 

quarter), and The Christian Family (1 

quarter). We just started a new quarter in 

December with 18 students. 

Malachi Dads: A family course 

Just this past summer we added Malachi 

Dads (Mal. 3:24) – a class designed to equip 

students to build and to restore family 

relationships. The first four sessions lay a 

gospel foundation by focusing on the 

individual’s relationship to their Creator 

through the forgiveness of sins in Jesus 

Christ. That naturally leads to a session on 

the need for Christians to think and serve as 

members of Christ’s body. Then Malachi 

Dads spends four sessions teaching what it 

means to be a biblical husband and father. 

Finally, it ends with two sessions 

challenging the students to serve their 

families as a godly man while still in prison.  

A Summer Intern 

The Malachi Dads curriculum actually got 

started when Eric Van Der Molen, a 

seminary student from Puritan Reformed 

Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, MI, 

requested to volunteer with Divine Hope.  

Every Wednesday he traveled to Westville 

to lead two separate classes. Each class 

consisted of a dozen students. This class 

had been so well received that we have 

begun offering it every quarter as new 

students join the PLUS program. 

Chapel at Westville 

On the second Sunday of each month we 

conduct an evening chapel service for about 

150 inmates. We would love to have you 

worship with us. The men are always 

encouraged when visitors show their care 

and concern by spending time behind bars. 

If you would like to attend a chapel service 

with one of our professors simply contact 

professor Anema kranema3@gmail.com or 

616-886-6884.

mailto:kranema3@gmail.com


Update on the Women’s Correctional Facility in Rockville, IN 

At the Rockville Correctional Facility this 

past Fall 11 women completed The True 

Woman 101: Divine Design course – training 

material developed by Revive Our Hearts 

Ministry. Divine Design explored God’s idea 

of what it means to be a woman. In the new 

year they will continue with The True 

Woman 201: Interior Design which will 

encourage and challenge the ladies to ask 

the great Designer to renovate their hearts 

and display through them the profound 

truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 

class meets every Monday.  

With the help of volunteers, we continue to 

conduct a Bible study every Friday evening. 

The present study focuses on interpersonal 

relationships. However, during the month 

of December we are digesting a 4-week 

devotional by Paul David Tripp 

entitled ADVENT: The Whole Story. If you 

would like to volunteer and occasionally 

join this study, please contact us. The 

female inmates are always encouraged 

when fellow Christians care enough to 

spend an evening with them. Our 

volunteers regularly tell us that they came 

away with more than what they gave. 

Rarely does a Friday night study go by 

without authentic sharing, deep care for 

one another, and practical Christianity for 

real-world hurts. These studies are truly 

inspiring. 

Student Reflections

This past semester we taught a class on the 

Canons of Dort to introduce the students to 

the doctrines of grace. What follows are 

reflections from a few of the students on 

what these doctrines have come to mean to 

them personally. 

We weak humans are unable to save 

ourselves from our enemies – where  the 

devil runs rampant and our flesh is 

constantly tempted by the world. Our Lord 

strengthens us through His Holy Spirit in our 

struggles to resist sin. It’s a blessing that we 

are assured the victory by our all-knowing 

and powerful king. And as His creation and 

people we should serve, praise God the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit forever. And be 

grateful that He won’t give up on us, so that 

it behooves you to trust Him, who’s “greater 

than you.” P.P. 

I see how God (in His grace and mercy; and 

out of His unwavering love for us) uses 

many means to preserve us and to help us 

persevere in our faith. The sanctifying work 

of His Holy Spirit indwells us and helps us to 

change daily, freeing us from the sin that 

has a hold on us. He not only preserves us 

but helps us to persevere. This is so 

humbling because we see so clearly how it’s 

nothing we can do ourselves apart from the 

grace He gives us. And we are clearly able to 

see the strength we are given to resist our 

old ways and have victory over the enemy. 

As the Word says, ‘We are more than 

conquerors in Christ Jesus.’ R.S. 

My life has been a tumultuous one – full of 

ups and downs, and ugliness and darkness. I 

mean, I can’t believe sometimes how I still 

exist. By the fact that God has preserved 

me, the fact that He has held me up through 

it all shows His unwavering love for me. And 

this is so very humbling and also quite 

remarkable because – why me? I know it 

was nothing I did at all and with that 

knowledge I am grateful and willing to give 

my life to God to use as He wills. E.R. 


