
  

Red Onions and Christmas… 

“You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins…”      Matthew 1:21 
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What do red onions have to do with the coming of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ?  That is a strange title for a Christmas update.  

Let me begin, however, by telling you a bit about red onions, and 

you will understand why I say that. 

 

Red onions are, simply put, incredible.  When we arrived in 

Mexico, we arrived as most North Americans do, convinced of the 

superiority of Western medicine and technology.  We heard many a 

traditional remedy which had the ring of superstition and old wives’ 

tales.  Alas for the Mexicans.  It wasn’t us who had to bear with 

Mexican ignorance, but vice versa.   

 

Enter the red onion.   My toenail was badly infected, and an 

“uneducated” friend suggested taping mashed red onion to the toe.  

To humour her, I followed her advice, intent on making a trip to the 

doctor in the morning.  To my surprise, the next day the infection 

was completely gone.  Since then, red onion has cured my 

daughter’s cut finger, my son’s split chin, a hook through my 

finger, and a church member’s fractured infected foot.  Before 

taking antibiotics, try red onion for a night! 

 

How good it is to know a cure.  You want to share it with everyone 

who has the same problem.  You know the problem, but more 

importantly, you know the cure.  Sin and sinful habits are much 

worse than an infected toenail or a broken foot.  But we know the 

cure; we know the One who is the answer to every problem that we 

can ever have.  We so often believe the lie that the Gospel cannot 
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change me or my close relation.  We tried and it didn’t work.  But like all 

lies, it doesn’t comport with reality.  Jesus does save, and He is always 

the answer!  How good it is to be able to share the good news of Jesus 

Christ with such confidence. 

 

We extend to you greetings and thanks in this Christmas season.  We are 

grateful for this last half year of blessing and stability.  Just yesterday, we 

had our Christmas program in the evening.  Marisol, a member of our 

church, organized it all and did a wonderful job.  Our choir is getting to 

be more and more on pitch through Conchis’s patient teaching, and the 

potluck afterwards was a feast.  Different people brought family members 

and relatives, so our little church was packed for the Sunday.  A welcome 

surprise from the Lord, after some low weeks! 

 

This past October we organized our first young people’s conference with 

several Reformed and Presbyterian churches in the area.  There are two 

other small churches in Tepic and one with Pastor Zack Anderson in 

Puerto Vallarta.  It was a day conference on the beach, complete with a 

speech, volleyball, swimming, and sun.  Perhaps not a great achievement 

by North American standards, but a big step for us!  

The youth enjoyed meeting other Christian youth, 

and we pray the Lord will use this in time to form 

friendships and to build his Church.   

 

 Please pray for Oswaldo, who fractured his foot 

badly from a fall at work.  He does not have 

insurance, so we are looking into how to 

support him.  He is hoping that he won’t need 

an operation (costly and risky here).    

 

 You can give thanks for a new Bible study that 

we started up in the center with some of our 

members.  The group is small but we have been 

richly blessed.   

 

 Violence in the city continues to be an issue.  

We had hoped that by this time things would 

have settled down.  Thankfully, it seems to be 

mainly between cartel members. 

 

 Some men in the church are without work / pay. 

 

 The Zika epidemic is mostly over – thank God! 

 

 Please pray that God will raise up godly leaders 

in our homes first, and then in the church.   

 

Thank-you for your prayers and support. 

 Pastor Matt & Anne-Marie Van Dyken 

 
If you would like to support the work, please contact: 

deacons@hopereformedchurch.ca 

Luke 1:31,37 
 

Behold, you will 
conceive in your 

womb and bear a 
son, and you shall 

call his name 
Jesus…  

For nothing  
will be impossible 

with God. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ladies’ Bible Study at the Beach 
 

 

 
 

Thankful for Pastor Rich and Angela Bout’s Visit 
 
 

 
 

Sunday School Graduation Ceremony 

 

 

 


