
URCNA Pastors & Missions Conference 2017 
Guelph, Ontario, CA

URCNA pastors and members came together for a time 
of learning and fellowship at the Pastors and Missions 
Conference. May 15–18, 2017. The historic Guelph Bible 
Conference Centre provided a beautiful backdrop for an 
impactful week for over 75 attendees. Our theme was 
Reformed and Relevant:  Reaching our Generation with the Gospel.  
Main speakers Dr. Eric Watkins and Rev. Paul Murphy led us 
down a path of self-examination and Biblical strategizing.  

Numerous panel discussions and breakout sessions 
helped all the attendees dialogue on topics relating to how 
we can effectively cultivate an outward focus in our local 
congregations and how we can reach our communities for 
Christ.  Church planters from the URCNA, OPC, Canadian 
Reformed, and PCA shared their insights into faithful 
Reformed witness and worship.  Nine other leaders tackled 
topics such as discipleship through home Bible studies, 
challenges of urban church-planting, dealing with technology, 
cross-cultural etiquette and evangelism, and burnout.

One new aspect to the conference this year was the invitation 
for wives to attend with their husbands.  Over 20 pastors’ 
and elders’ wives were able to be there.  Julie Murphy spoke 
to them on “Women in the Trenches” and helped lead in 
some special sharing and prayer times. The Tuesday and 
Wednesday night sessions were attended by many local  

church members.  Both our main speakers shared their 
testimony during their messages of how the Lord brought 
them to faith in Him.  How good to be reminded of God’s 
amazing grace to sinners like us!

Eating meals together and taking advantage of the outside 
recreational activities were a very sweet part of the 
communion of the saints enjoyed during this week. We had 
opportunity to form and strengthen friendships and refresh 
our spirits in the Lord.  The fervent singing and prayer and the 
intense fellowship throughout the week reflected God’s gift 
of true Spirit-filled unity.

The United Reformed Churches in North America need the 
Lord of the Church to pour out His grace as we fulfill His 
Great Commission. Our prayer is that the impact of this week 
will reside with those who attended and continue as they go 
back to their churches.  
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“I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” Acts 13: 47 JUNE 2017
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“Love Jesus. Love people.”
 - Dr. Eric Watkins on a strategy  
  for Biblical outreach 

Don’t miss out on the messages and pictures 
available at www.urcnamissions.org



Milan, Italy 
  Rev. Andrea & Cristina Ferarri 

We are so grateful for your interest, prayers, and support in 
relationship to the life and ministry of the Reformed Church 
Filadelfia in Milan, Italy.

I would like to share with you some encouragements we had 
recently. As usual, in the spring we had our annual Family 
Conference.  Rev. Chuck Tedrick and his wife Michele from 
Calvary URC of Loveland, CO, visited with us. Rev. Tedrick 
preached six times expounding 1 Corinthians 13, showing 
us that prefect portrait of love that is Jesus Christ and 
exhorted us to love as we have been loved. Besides a number 
of people from the reforming church in Turin, we had some 
people participating to our meetings from a few evangelical 
churches in our area as well as three people that traveled a 
few hundred miles by train to sit with us under the ministry 
of Rev. Tedrick for a few days. The Lord granted efficacy 
to Rev. Tedrick’s exposition as well as a sweet brotherly 
communion among us. The Filadelfia church was greatly 
encouraged and inspired by the sermons and – even though 
we felt convicted by our lack of love – we were enabled to 
look to Christ as the fountain where to draw what we cannot 
find in ourselves. 

Besides the ordinary weekly pastoral labors of preaching, 
teaching, visiting, and counseling, I had the pleasure 
to present two books published in Italian to the annual 
prestigious International Book Fair of Turin.  The books 
that I presented were: 1) “In the Splendor of Holiness” by 
J. Payne, which is an introduction to reformed liturgy and 
an exhortation to rediscover the simplicity and the beauty 
of reformed worship; and 2) “Ordinary” by M. Horton, which 
is about the simplicity and beauty of the ordinary Christian 
life shared in the local church and with our neighbors. 
The presentations went well, so well that one pastor 
who was present asked if I could help to organize the 
presentation of one our next books in commemoration of 
the 500° anniversary of the Reformation: “The Courage to Be 
Protestant” by David F. Wells. Of course, I agreed!!!

Since the Fall of 2016 I’ve been visiting the group in Perugia 
for one weekend every 10 weeks or so, to encourage them, 
to preach and teach, and to administer the Lord’s Supper 

to them. When we visited the group in mid-March, Doug 
and Sheryl Ulberg from Cornerstone URC took time off their 
vacation and came with us to spend a few days with the 
saints in Perugia (Doug is an Elder of Cornerstone URC).  This 
summer I shall spend ten weeks in Perugia to consolidate 
the church plant. While I shall be absent from Filadelfia, Rev. 
Michael Brown from Christ URC Santee will take my place 
in Novate.

One final personal note of gratitude: this year is very special 
for me because I turned 50; Cristina and I have been married 
for 25 years; it is my 25th year as a pastor; and I’ve been 
serving the people of Filadelfia for 5 years. Soli Deo Gloria!
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The Anemas

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  


