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TOTAL It Up 
 
   It was back in February 2001 that Chuck flew from 
Chicago, IL (where we were working with Wycliffe), 
to Portland, OR to learn about a new Wycliffe 
program that had started there called TOTAL It Up 
(A Taste Of Translation And Linguistics -TIU). It was 
a week long course in linguistics and Bible 
translation and was geared mainly for college 
students to help them discover if they indeed had 
the gifts and aptitude to become Bible translators. 
He left convinced it was worth bringing to the 
Chicago area and so in May of that year, he hosted 
the first of many such courses there.   
 
   Since that time, the TIU courses continue to be 
offered in the Chicago area and now around the 
country with hundreds of college students enrolling 
each year. Thousands of students have attended 
these TIU courses since 2001 and we’d love to say 
all of them joined Wycliffe, but that hasn’t 
happened. What we do know is that hundreds of 
students have decided to get involved in Bible 
translation work as a result. Praise the Lord!!! 
 
   While Chuck doesn’t plan and host the events 
anymore and Barb doesn’t do the cooking like she 
used to do, Chuck still does two presentations at 
the Orlando, FL TIU. One is the opening 
presentation  where  he  shares  the  vision  of  Bible   
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translation   work.  The   second  one  is   about  the 
various ways participants can become involved in 
Bible translation work and where they would go to 
get the required training. 
 

   After the TIU is done, Chuck gets an opportunity 
to follow up with some of the students and helps 
them with their next steps. This has kept him busy 
these past few weeks as he is currently working 
individually with six interested students. Please 
pray that these students who have expressed 
follow up interest would commit to our work in 
some way.   
 

Our Support Level 
 
   We ask that you pray for us as we seek to raise 
our needed support. In our last newsletter we 
noted that we were close to meeting our need. 
However, the past three months our support has 
gone down!  We are now at only 82% of our needed 
support!!! We are short well over $800 per month 
and have an need for new monthly supporters.   
 
  What happened? Well, the last time we reported 
on our support, we had just come through the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season and that is the 



 

time our support increases. A number of people 
have come onboard our team and that helped make 
up some of the shortfall for which we give thanks! 
However, we did not get sufficient new support to 
meet our increased ministry budget. Because of the 
increases around the holiday times our support 
appeared to be in good shape. However, we are in 
the ‘dog days of summer’ and one time giving and 
large gifts have dropped off and few new people 
have recently started supporting us in our work.   
 
   Perhaps God is encouraging you to consider 
supporting us. Maybe over the years you’ve 
thought others will meet our need and that in the 
past has been true. However, it is no longer the 
case! If you’ve thought about supporting us and 
have waited, we encourage you to take that step 
now.  Information about how to support us is found 
below and again, our greatest need is for new 
monthly supporters.  
 
  Maybe you’ve never supported us because you felt 
your monthly gift would be too small. Well, small 
gifts add up and with many small gifts a large 
increase can be gained. Some of you may be 
blessed with income where a larger monthly gift 
can be made. There are a number of people who do 
that and if God has enabled you to give a significant 
monthly gift, our needs would be met very quickly.    
Information about how to give is found below.    
 
   For those who do give, we say thank you again for 
making the recruitment of new people possible.  So 
far this fiscal year, Chuck has helped 13 people 
become Wycliffe members and 5 more are in 
application!     

 

FOR SUPPORTING US FINANCIALLY BY MAIL  
Wycliffe Bible Translators 

P. O. Box 628200 
Orlando, FL 32862-8200 

 

Make checks payable to ‘Wycliffe’,  
but mark on a separate sheet:   

“Preference for the Wycliffe ministry of  
Chuck & Barb Micheals, Account # 221879.” 

 

TO SUPPORT US FINANCIALLY ONLINE  
www.wycliffe.org/partner/cbmicheals 

   

 (Read more about TIU in the next pages) 

Family News 
PRAISES and PRAYER 

 

 Josh and Maria Mishler and their four children 
will spend a furlough year living at the Wycliffe 
apartments in Orlando, FL.  Pray for them as 
they move from Germany and especially for 
their youngest daughter Bryn who has never 
flown before and has never been in the USA!  

            

 Isaac and Suzanne Micheals will spend a 
furlough year also living at the Wycliffe 
apartments in Orlando, FL. Pray for them as 
they move from Germany and especially for 
their son Ambrose as he adjusts to new 
environments and who looks forward to 
cheering on the Detroit Tigers!  

 

 
 

 Chris and Rachel Wassenaar have three children 
and another one on the way, due in early July.  
Pray for a safe delivery for the baby and 
Rachel and that the family will adjust to a new 
baby in the home. 

 

 Kevin and Jenny Struyk and their three children 
and are in the midst of a busy ministry life. 
Kevin pastors at the church we attend and 
where Chuck serves as an elder. Pray for Kevin 
as he has just embarked on a Doctor of 
Ministry program at the Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Orlando, FL.   

 

 Pray for us as we continue on in our work with 
Wycliffe. We have a number of years before we 
retire and we want to have these next years to 
be ones of joy and fruitfulness.  Pray for Barb as 
she co-leads a women’s Bible study at church. 
Pray for Chuck as he is often asked to teach 
adult Sunday School and for his work also as 
an elder.    

http://www.wycliffe.org/partner/cbmicheals


 

TIU Results  
 
   Ryan and Heidi Fraser, who recently joined 
Wycliffe to become Bible translators after the 
husband took the TIU course, have now been 
released to move to South America to do Bible 
translation work with the Trawler* people.   
 
   The Frasers, whom we helped join Wycliffe, 
finished raising all their financial support and will be 
moving to the language area this fall. They will be 
picking up Bible translation work in the Trawler* 
language community that has been going on for 
over 30 years. Separately, one after the other, two 
single women have died after spending a number of 
years involved in the Bible translation work there.    
 
   Please pray that the ongoing Bible translation 
work would be brought to completion with the 
Fraser’s participation.  
 

*Pseudonym 
 

 
Ryan and Heidi Fraser 

    
 
 

TIU Information 
 
Q. Why do we offer this TIU course? 
 
A. We have found that while there is a strong 
interest in Bible translation among young people, 
they often want to take a look before making a 
commitment. Coming from environments in 
churches that are encouraging short term mission 
projects, TIU fits the bill! TIU is only 5 days long.  
Secondly, TIU is a cost effective way for young 
people to take a look at translation before making a 

long-term commitment. TIU cost only $325 for the 
week (includes room and board).      
 
Q: What subjects are taught in TIU? 
 
A: Grammar, Language Learning, Phonetics, 
Phonology and Bible Translation and Semantics. 
 
Q: What else do you do? 
 
A: We have classes about Literacy and Scripture 
promotion, share ethnic meals and hear field 
reports from Bible translators and support 
personnel. We also show missionary videos, have 
devotions and prayer times and just hang out with 
the participants. 
 
The classes are all taught by experienced Bible 
translators.   
 

Q: What is Phonetics? 
 
A.  Phonetics is the study of the way human sounds 
are made and how they sound.  There are many 
sounds that human beings are capable of making. 
There are hundreds of distinct sounds in world 
languages.  Fortunately, no one language has all the 
sounds (Phew!).   
 
All these sounds can be represented by a letter of 
the Phonetic Alphabet. Below are examples of some 
of these phonetic letters. 
 




Here is how you would spell some of our English 
words phonetically: 
 

 ‘butter’   
 ‘patting’     
 ‘naughty’  [       
 ‘good’  [     
 ‘came’   [ 

 ‘become’  [        



 

The Vocal Apparatus 
 

 
 

1. Top  (upper)  lip  and bottom (lower) lip 
2. Teeth  (upper and lower) 
3. Alveolar ridge 
4. Palate 
5. Velum 
6. Uvula 
7. Velic passage 
8. Tongue tip 
9. Tongue blade 
10. Tongue mid 
11. Tongue back 
12. Tongue root 
13. Pharynx 
14. Vocal cords and glottis 
15. Nasal cavity 
 
Q: How are various sounds made?  See the ‘Vocal 
Apparatus’ chart for some answers. 
 
A: It depends on where the air comes from, where 
the air goes and what the various parts of the 
mouth and nose do as the sounds are made.  
 

1. Air Mechanism (where the air comes from) 
  Lungs, Pharynx - # 13, Mouth 

 
2. Direction of the air stream 

  Ingressive (air coming in) or  
  Egressive (air going out) 

3. State of the vocal cords - # 14 
  Vibrating or Not Vibrating  

 
4. State of the Velic Passage - # 7 

  Open (air escapes through the nasal 
passage) 

  Closed  (air escapes through the mouth) 
 
5. Degree of the Impedance of the Air Stream 

  Slightly, Greatly or Completely Impeded 
 
6. Place of Articulation 

 The place where the air stream is impeded: 
#1 -  Lip, # 2 - Teeth, #15 - Nasal cavity.  

 
 

Having Fun With ‘Phonetics’ 

() 
 
 Compare ‘pat’ and ‘spat’,  ‘pot’  and  ‘spot’,  

‘pin’  and  ‘spin’. (Use a piece of paper in front 
of your mouth.) 

 
 Say ‘cap’ and then ‘cab’. Place your fingers on 

your throat to feel the difference between 
voiced and voiceless sounds.   

 
 Say “m” (like in ‘m-m-good’) and then hold your  

nose closed. What happens? The air is 
completely blocked off.  Why?  Because the air 
was all being released through the nose.  
Sounds in which the air stream is directed 
through the nose are called NASALS. 

 

Phonology 
 

Q: What is Phonology? 
 
A. Phonology is the study of a language’s unique 
sound system. Examining the ways that people 
speak, and how they perceive their own language 
helps to unearth significant patterns.  
 
Most speakers are quite unaware of these patterns 
or rules in the way they talk. Through proper 
analysis of a language’s sounds, its people can be 
advised in their determination of an alphabet. For 
example, some sounds seem intuitively to go 
together and the people may write them as a single 



 

sound. At other times special symbols are needed 
to represent sounds that are unique to their own 
language. 
 
Phonology involves the identification of phonemes 
and their allophones. These are the technical words 
for sounds and sub-sounds. The section below 
describes the process.  See how you follow and if 
you enjoy the experience, we need to talk!  
 
Q: What is a Phoneme?     
 
A: A PHONEME is the smallest unit of a sound 
system that makes a difference in meaning. In 
English there are about 40 phonemes, made up of 
vowels, diphthongs and consonants. 
 
Phonetic sounds are written in square brackets  [  ], 
while phonemic text is written in slanted brackets/  
/. 
 

 In ‘pit’ and ‘bit’ [p] and  change the meaning,  

so they are separate phonemes /p/ and /b/. 

 [] ‘pool’ and  ‘spool’ have different 

types of “p”, but we think of them as one 
sound; it doesn’t make a meaning difference, so 
in English they are one phoneme /p/. 

 In Thai, [] ‘forest’ and [] ‘to split’ mean 

different things, so in Thai they are separate 
phonemes /p/and /ph/. 

  
Q: What is an Allophone?     
 
A: ALLOPHONES are the phonetic variations of a 
phoneme.  Allophones do not occur haphazardly.  
They occur in patterns or according to rules in any 
given language.  The native speaker knows these 
rules intuitively and speaks accordingly.  A linguist’s 
task is to search them out! 
 
Q: What is a Contrast In Identical Environments?       
 
A: CONTRAST IN IDENTICAL ENVIRONMENTS, as 
the name suggests, is when a sound differs from 
another sound in an otherwise identical 
environment. Examples in the next column are in 
the contrasting vowels in the first two words 
between ‘w’ and ‘y’ and in the last two words in the 
final syllable following the ‘t’. 
 

e.g. [] and []  []  ‘open’ 

[ ‘carry’ 

   []  ‘hole’ 

   []  ‘stone’  

 
Q: What is a Complementary Distribution?       
 
A: COMPLEMENTARY DISTRIBUTION is when a 
certain sound behaves differently according to its 
environment. The below describes what happens in 
English to the letter we call ‘p’.  We may write it the 
same but phonetically there are distinctions. 
 
e.g. comparing  and 

occurs following       
‘spat’ 

occurs elsewhere           

 ‘pat’ 

 
The two phonetic sounds are allophones of the 
phoneme //.  A rule determines which one is 

spoken. 
 
When sounds are in Complementary Distribution 
we are able to represent them with one symbol.  
This works toward a more stream-lined alphabet 
unless social factors influence the use of both 
letters. 
 

GRAMMAR 
 

Q: Why is the study of grammar necessary to be a 
good Bible translator?   
 
A. “Natural languages, whether they have a 
developed, written literature or not, are complex, 
beautifully structured and internally consistent.”      
(J. Healey) 
 
Have you ever thought about how many new 
sentences you invent every day?  How is it that, 
when you invent a brand new sentence never used 
before, your hearers can understand it 
immediately?  It’s because they know the words 
and the patterns used. 
 
All language is patterned activity.  We react to a 
given language and understand it because we 
understand the patterns the language uses. 



 

SOUNDS have patterns, and in Phonetics and 
Phonology we study sounds and the way they are 
used in language.  To hear and speak a language, 
we need to understand its sounds and sound 
patterns. 
 
Similarly, WORDS and SENTENCES also have 
patterns.  Words are systematically built up into 
sentences in every language. They don’t go 
together at random, (e.g.  “village to the boy the 
went....”), but rather in regular patterns. The 
patterns differ between languages. 
 
To learn to speak a language, you need to master 
the patterns of that language.  You must be able to 
recognize them and react to them instantaneously.  
You will do a lot of memorization and drilling before 
the new habits of speech are formed.  But if you 
don’t form new habits, you will tend to use the 
patterns of your own native language and fail to 
ever speak the target language naturally.  You need, 
therefore, to “break” the habits and patterns of 
your own language. 
 
An understanding of the patterns reinforces the 
learning process, and helps you to master and 
internalize the new patterns. 
 
For good Bible translation it is imperative that we 
know all about how the patterns of the language 
work together.  GRAMMAR is concerned with the 
study of these patterns of words and sentences and 
their use in specific languages. 

 

NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART!!! 
GRAMMAR SELF TEST In The TIU 

COURSE 
 
Read the following simple short story.  It consists of 
sentences, which are made up of clauses. After 
reading it, follow the instructions in the next 
column. 
 

Bill was fishing by the river.  He threw his line into 
the water and then he sat on the sandy bank.  After 
a while, he felt a few nibbles on his line.  Carefully, 

he pulled the line towards him.  Several small silvery 
fish followed the bait to the shore.  However they 
were too small to take the bait.  Bill baited his line 

again and tried once more. 

Cover up answers below before taking the test 
 
(a)  Select the Transitive Clause and write it here: 
__________________________________________         
 
(b) Select an Intransitive Clause and write it here: 
__________________________________________      
 
(c)  Select one Noun Phrase and write it here: 
__________________________________________ 
 
(d)  Select one Verb Phrase and write it here:       
__________________________________________           
 
(e)  What sort of phrase is “by the river” and write it 
here: _____________________________________  (2 points) 
 
(f)  What sort of word is “they” and write it here:  
__________________________________________  (1 point) 
 
(g)  What sort of word is  “tried” and write it here: 
__________________________________________  (1 point) 
 
How did you do?  Ready to tackle Bible translation?  
It is doable with training, encouragement, support 
and God’s help! This is a work that needs to be 
done and with God’s provision it will be done!   
 

Answers: 
a) “He threw his line into the water…”  
b) “Bill was fishing by the river…”   
c) “his line…”  
d) “was fishing…” 
e) Prepositional Phrase 
f)  Pronoun 
g) Verb 
 
 

FOR PRAYER SUPPORT / OUR HOME ADDRESS 
Chuck & Barb Micheals 

5167 Poinsetta Ave. 
Winter Park, Florida 32792 

(321) 278-2225 or (321) 695-0281 (cell) 
Email: Chuck_Micheals@wycliffe.org  

          Barb_Micheals@wycliffe.org  
 
 

VISIT OUR WEB SITES/‘YOU TUBE’ CHANNEL:  
www.cbmicheals.ning.com  (Micheals’ Web Site)   

http://tinyurl.com/cbmicheals  (Our You Tube Site) 

http://issuu.com/cbmicheals/docs  (Chuck’s Book Site)            
 

http://www.cbmicheals.ning.com/
http://tinyurl.com/cbmicheals
http://issuu.com/cbmicheals/docs

