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Pastor Matt and Anne-Marie Van Dyken and family 
are serving as church-planting missionaries in Tepic, 
Nayarit, in central Mexico. They have been serving in 
Mexico for over five years.

Greetings from Tepic, Mexico!  We are presently getting 
ready for the rainy season here.   I just finished sealing the roof, 
the last thing on my to-do list before the rains come.  And just in 
time, for the rains will soon come pouring down in torrents.  We are 
grateful for the rains that have already fallen, as we have had many 
large fires around Tepic.  All of the hills in the area have burned.  
As one person remarked, never in my life have I seen anything like 
this.   Thankfully, there is no danger to the concrete cities, but the 
loss of vegetation is tragic.

Another big change in our state is the coming change of 
government.  The centrist PRI party has lost, and the more-to-the-
right PAN has won.  We are praying that the Lord gives us peace 
and safety as the state government changes hands.  A change in 
power structures can be a risky business, especially when they are 
corrupt.  And so we ask for your prayers, both for righteousness 
and peace.

We have been busy in the past several months.   In April, we 
hosted a small team of young people and adults from our calling 
church (Brampton, Ontario).   Together with our local church and 
young people, we held a week-long VBS in a soccer field out in a 
neighbourhood with lots of kids.  It was a great success.  Doing it 
on a vacation week allowed many of our church here to participate 

and lead classes.  We 
had over 50 kids from 
the neighbourhood 
on the last day, 
with many parents 
listening to the 
message.   Two 
interested families 
continue in a weekly 
Bible Study.   

We also had our 
bi-annual church 
retreat at the coast 
two weeks ago.   Not 
everyone could make 

it – about 45 people were there – but it was probably my favourite 
retreat yet.   Our theme was the Armour of God from Ephesians 
6.   The speeches were well-received as were the discussion 
groups.  In particular, it was encouraging to see how much all the 
different members of the church loved to be together.   We have 
been through a difficult time as a church lately, and so we are 
grateful to the Lord for the gift of unity.  And let me not forget to 
mention the blessings of a good hearty meal of MEAT!  The tastiest 
food in the world is most definitely found in our little state.  (That 
is, unless you battle with cholesterol and high blood pressure.) 

It has been about a year since the last update in the Trumpet.  The 
Lord has been good to us.   In one sense, it has been the most 
difficult year yet.  We struggle in knowing how to deal with thorny 
issues in people’s lives.   This has not been easy.   But we know 
that the Lord disciplines those he loves, and though his discipline 
is painful, it is because he cares for us.  Perhaps I am repeating 

myself, but let me say it again.  We are so thankful for how 
the Lord brings us through difficult seasons together and 
binds us together in his grace and forgiveness.  Please join 
me in giving thanks to him and also in asking for his Spirit, 
wisdom, grace, love and truth to guide us. 
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Niagara Falls, Canada 
Pastor Rich and Yukyung Bultje

The life of ministering as a church planter is often 
living a life of ups and downs. To get a flavor of what 
I mean I would like to tell you about a few places that I visit. 
At a local coffee shop, I first met Gary Baker, who has come 
to have a living faith in Jesus Christ.  When I first came to this 
coffee shop, I met people who were interested in talking to me 
but never admitted their need for Jesus Christ.   During those 
first few months, I was often saddened by people’s negative 
response to the gospel.  I remember wondering if I should give 
up going there.  When I first started to talk to Gary, I wondered 
what his response would be.  It was only after some months that 
I could see that his reaction was different.  When we started to 
have our first services at the River of Life he was happy to come 
and sit under the preaching of the Word.  Sometime later, Gary’s 
wife and a young man he had been mentoring, also started to 
come to Sunday services and Bible studies.

I still go to B and B’s hoping more will come to faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Another place I visit is a local McDonald’s.  I was 
asked to come here by some of the men whom I got to know 
at B and B’s.   They wanted me to get to know some of their 
friends.  Although they usually disagree with me, they continue 
to want to hear my opinions.  After some time going here, one 
men opened up to me privately.   To my surprise he said he 
believed what I was “preaching”.  He said he always believed in 
God and for some time believed that Jesus came to die for him, 
yet he had no assurance of salvation.  From our conversation 
it was clear that he had never talked to anyone about his faith, 
not even to his wife.   But it was a real joy talking to him and 
encouraging him in his faith.

Another place that I visit is an apartment building where some 
people live who come to our church services and other events 
at the River of Life building.   A few months ago while I was 
talking to a man, in the front foyer of this building a lady from the 
building came up to me and asked if I was a pastor.  She was a 
struggling Christian who had recently moved into the building.  
We had a great conversation and since then she has become a 
regular attendee at our Sunday morning worship services. 

Although most of the people I meet do not show any real signs 
of coming to faith in Jesus Christ, it is both heart-warming and 
challenging to see the Lord working in some.   The challenge 
is that my sinful mind often has a hard time believing that a 
miracle is happening right in front of me.  Pray that God would 
continue to allow this miracle to happen in front of us as we 
minster to people with the gospel in Niagara Falls.

Pastor Bultje has been church-planting in Niagara Falls 
since 2012.  He can be reached at: rbultje@icloud.com

The Bultje family


