
Chicago Heights, IL
Rev. Ruben & Leah Sernas 

Greetings from Chicago Heights, Illinois! I am 
thankful for this opportunity to give an update on El Pacto de 
Gracia (Covenant of Grace) Spanish ministry. Latinos make 
up 33% of the population of Chicago Heights (a city located 
in the south suburbs of Chicagoland). Most of our commu-
nity outreach efforts have been Bible studies. Towards the 
beginning of 2017, Margarito Mosso hosted a Bible study on 
marriage in his home. He lives in a predominantly Hispanic 
neighborhood just south of downtown Chicago Heights and 
close to the El Pacto office. During the summer, we had a 
Bible Study at the El Pacto office. Before the summer Bible 
study began, we sent a thousand mass mailers to the His-
panic neighborhood close to the El Pacto office. 

Currently, I lead a Bible study at a coffee shop owned by Hec-
tor and Sonia Martorell (regular visitors of El Pacto). On aver-
age fifteen people are in attendance. After the study, there are 
many opportunities to pray with people as they share their 
personal history and struggles. In addition to Bible studies, 
we offer a weekly English class in the city of Lansing at the 
PASS (crisis pregnancy center) office. In November 2017, we 
received training from the Bible League on how to use their 
English curriculum. They use the Bible as their textbook. We 
advertised the class through a newspaper ad, flyers and com-
munity groups. Please pray for the salvation of our students 
as we teach them the Bible. 

It has also been a blessing to participate in conferences 
throughout the year. In January 2017, I taught the PASS staff 
and volunteers on guilt, grace and gratitude. We had about 

30 people in at-
tendance dur-
ing the PASS 
inservice. In 
June, I was in-
vited by Divine 
Hope Reformed 
Bible Seminary 
(DHRBS) to give 
a Reformation 
conference at 

sernasruben@gmail.com 
www.elpactodegracia.org
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for the Spanish-
speaking inmates. The conference focused on the five Solas 
of the Reformation. Two DHRBS students gave presenta-
tions. As we labor for a modern Reformation in the Hispanic 
community, we covet your prayers and support. 

We are thankful for all of our partners in the Gospel minis-
try. It has been a great encouragement to strengthen our ties 
with our supporting churches. We had a joint bilingual ser-
vice with Faith URC (Beecher, IL) and another joint service 
with Redeemer URC (Dyer, IN). We praise God for our volun-
teers (musical accompanists, Sunday School teachers, and 
English teachers). We are thankful for our MARS seminarians 
past and present (Ruben Zartman, Ryan Swale, and Cristian 
Garcia) who have labored at El Pacto. Ruben Zartman is now 
ministering at Ebenezer Reformed Church (Shafter, CA). Most 
of all we are thankful to the Lord of the Harvest who alone 
gives the increase. Soli Deo Gloria! 

Rev. Ruben Sernas 



San Jose, Costa Rica
Rev. Bill & Aletha Green

We’ve just passed a HUGE milestone.  Begun 
in 2001, the construction of the Ministry Center and CECRE 
(our Christian high school) saw many “ups and downs”.  The 
Lord in his providence tried our patience, and also tested 
the faithfulness of his church.  In God’s timing, the class-
room building has been elegantly finished, and has for the 
first time opened its doors for high school classes to begin, 
and for the CLIR print shop to move in!  EVERYONE is rejoic-
ing.  The parents and students are overwhelmed with the 
spacious, new installations.  And CLIR is scurrying to get the 
machinery back on line so we can get printing!  All praise to 
the Lord!

Our “Pacto de Gracia” Reformed church has experienced 
good growth this past year, and we continue to receive visi-
tors almost every Sunday.  We are seeing parents from the 
school community become interested in our church, in part 
because of the leadership we are providing in worldview 
matters.  The Protestant church in Costa Rica has yielded 
society to an aggressive, pagan agenda.  Christians are look-
ing for leadership in this area.  They see this coming from us 
through our preaching of Christ’s kingdom, the work of the 
Christian school, and our timely publications.  Please pray 
that God be glorified through our words and our actions!

One of the biggest rewards a church planter can have is for 
the Lord to raise up faithful leaders to continue the work.  We 

are seeing God’s 
marvelous grace 
in both our church 
and the CLIR min-
istry.  Lester Mar-
tínez has worked 
with me since high 
school (he joined 
me in 1999), and 
is currently the ad-
ministrator of the 
CLIR operation.  
Daniel Lobo has 
been translator 
and editor of the CLIR publications for six years now.  Both 
are married, have children, are ordained elders and licensed 
to preach.  They both combine their love for God’s kingdom 
and the Church, with their passion for CLIR’s ministry - in 
publications, conferences and church support.  Both are 
willing to serve the CLIR ministry for the long haul.  Praise 
the Lord for these two men, their tremendous gifts, and their 
commitment to the Lord and his Church.

After 31 years of living and serving in Costa Rica, my wife 
and I feel that we are beginning to be qualified to pin point 
areas of weakness in the culture in general, and our church 
culture in particular.  We have begun a bi-weekly class called 
“Worldview for Young People”, designed to apply the Gospel 
head-on to our Costa Rican situation.  My wife exercises her 
gift (providing boterkoek and other delicious things), while I 
give the class.  The fascinating thing is that not only young 
people but adults want to come.  We had 31 people in our 
house last week!  Please pray that God raise up committed 

and convinced Reformed men and women to con-
tinue the work of the church, the school, and Chris-
tian ministry in Costa Rica and beyond.

Pastor Green can be reached at: 
clirprint@gmail.com
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