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One-by-One
The apostle Paul says to the church in Rome that he made it his 
aim to preach the gospel, ‘not where Christ was named’ [Romans 
15:20]. This is also our aim among the South Asian diaspora in 
the Greater Toronto Area; ministering mainly among the Sikhs 
and Hindus.

Within the last eight months we have witnessed more blessed 
fruit after years of labor. 

Last summer, our small congregation witnessed the Christian 
baptism of a household; a young mother, Priya, and her two 
children, Jasmine and Vansh.  By God’s grace, after nine years 
of serving the gospel to her, she was ready, in her words, ‘to re-
ceive the stamp’. And she wanted the stamp on her children.  She 
continues to grow in her faith along with her children who attend 
Hope Academy, a small certified Christian mission school associ-
ated with our congregation. 

Recently she 
shared with us that 
some  Sikh and Hin-
du people feel sorry 
for us because 
people sometimes 
make us ‘fools’; 
taking advantage 
of us.  She under-
stands well the gos-
pel principle: “I will 
most gladly spend 
and be spent for your 
souls” [2 Corinthians 
12:15].

This past February 
we witnessed the 
profession of faith 
of two more women.  

One, Rajinder, for-
merly a Sikh, was 
baptized two years 
ago and has been 
regularly worship-
ping with us. She is 
good friends with 
Bimla, from Christian 
background, the sec-
ond woman.  What a 
delight to hear their 
profession and ex-
pression of their de-
sire to become mem-
bers of the body of 
Christ.  Rajinder is the 
only confessing be-
liever in her family.  We 
pray that her husband 
and two children may 
one day confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord!

Peter, who works alongside of me, continues to lead  weekly Bible 
studies with Rajinder and also with Om who was converted two 
years earlier from Hinduism and joined Christ’s body. The need 
for ‘spoon-feeding’ the gospel does not stop once they become 
members. 

We share this with you because these are moments of delight we 
can never forget!  We thank the Lord for His continued blessing 
on our small fellowship of believers, for the number of new and 
ongoing Bible studies and our many spiritually-needy contacts .  
We are overjoyed that a young family from a neighbouring Re-
formed church has joined this small fellowship to support us in 
the work.

We are reminded of Psalm 87:5, which a pastor, shared with us 
years ago when we began this work:  “And of Zion it will be said, 
“This one and that one were born in her; and the Most High Him-
self shall establish her.”
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  John 11:25 APRIL 2018
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US Army Chaplain 
Rev. Andrew & Michelle Spriensma

Sovereign Surprises
I am once again deployed to the Middle East.  I have assumed 
the same role that I had about a year ago, primarily travelling 
around the battlespace and visiting the soldiers of our task 
force stationed on numerous small outposts, providing 
pastoral care and counselling, and leading them in worship.  
After a few days, I move on to the next location, trying to 
visit about two or three bases a week before returning to 
my headquarters to lead Sunday services and refit for the 
next week.
 
One of the most effective means of engaging soldiers during 
a visit is to walk the perimeter and talk with the Soldiers 
individually while they are on lonely guard duty in the towers.   
This past week I met a young soldier who was in his first 
year of military service.  He had come from a Christian home, 
but left the home and the faith, and moved in with a girl he 
had met.  The relationship was in rough shape, and he was 
wondering what to do when he returned home.   We talked 
for a while until his shift ended and another Soldier came to 
take his position.  I prayed with him and headed to another 
tower, wondering and still praying that he would turn back to 
Jesus.  He caught me the evening prior to my departure, and 
told me he finally acknowledged his sin, was resolved to end 
the relationship, restore the one with his family, and place his 
faith in Christ again.   It is amazing to see God’s providence at 
work arranging encounters like these.  I had a senior Reformed 
chaplain who called these “sovereign surprises.”
    
Here is another sovereign surprise.  Right before deployment, 
an URC elder contacted me while trying to locate audio bibles 

on an MP3 thumb stick 
for the soldiers from 
his church to listen to 
while deployed.   While 
travelling into theater, 
I found a dusty stash 
of these audio bibles 
in a cupboard at one 
of the bases I visited.  
I shipped him some, 
and then started 
passing them out to 
my own soldiers.  The 
idea grew, and several 
more soldiers have 
requested them.  We 
now have a growing 
group of men who 
are committed to 
listening through the 

entire New Testament during the deployment and holding 
each other accountable to that goal!
      
I am scheduled to return home in the beginning of August.  
Until then, please pray for the Lord to continually open doors 
for gospel ministry here among the soldiers.  Pray for the 
Spirit to attend to the Word with power so that lives would be 
transformed, and Soldiers would return home closer to Jesus 
than ever before.  I covet your prayers also for my family as we 
are separated from one another during this time.

Grace and Peace,

Chaplain Andrew Spriensma


