
It’s a wonderful blessing and a real joy to speak with you.  I want to thank you 
as a church for myself and on Sophia’s behalf. We have been so warmly 
welcomed.  As I said when I accepted the call on that Sunday morning many 
weeks ago, when I say “beloved” it it’s not just a filler word... you are the 
beloved of Christ, but also Sophia and I have really come to love you as a 
congregation and are so glad and excited to be here.

In the last year of my time at seminary, I traveled to serve as pulpit supply at a 
lot of churches. I went to probably every church in the Michigan classis except 
maybe one or two and you get to know the churches a little. You get to know 
what their consistories and the congregations are like.

Last March I came to be pulpit supply for the first time here at Covenant and it 
stood out in my mind, how welcoming, how kind and how very loving and 
compassionate this church family can be. And as has also been remarked, you 
notice that the consistory... “they know their stuff”. So I’m very excited and very 
happy to be here to serve. Hopefully, God willing, a long time as your minister.

 As we’ve looked at the pictures, as we have remarked about stories of the past, 
it can be like a walk down memory lane for many of you. You may have noticed 
how things have changed. You may have looked at the pictures and said, “well I 
don’t dress like that anymore... things really have changed.” You think of the 
different events, the different people, the different states of the building, as it 
was cleaned up, painted and renovated, what things have changed in the last 
25 years, some things significantly, but God doesn’t change! God was faithful in 
the past; He has always been faithful to His church.

 If you look at Belgic Confession article 27, it says that sometimes the church is 
so persecuted and so struck that there’s only a handful of faithful left, but even 
in the days of Ahab, God was still faithful and preserved some seven thousand 
men. God was always faithful in the past and continues to be faithful today.

 We see how God in His great grace transformed Paul from being a church 
persecutor to being a key church leader and God is still faithfully 
compassionate and forgiving today, granting forgiveness to all who come to 
repentance and have faith in Jesus Christ. What more reason do we need to 
thank Him and to praise Him. May we be a church that faithfully echoes and 
shares this glorious gospel with the world around us.

God has been faithful, He has been good, and He shall continue to be, so let us 
reply with good and faithful service to him. He has done so much through this 
church in the past... and I really, really look forward to seeing what God shall do 
in the future.

(from Rev. Stoffregen’s remarks at the closing the 25th Anniversary Celebration)
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Celebrating God’s Faithfulness 25th Anniversary | January 5

Choir directed by Kathy Van Dyk

See the videos! Go to our website, 

under Members tab: Videos

• How Great Thou Art

• My Tribute



It was cold, snowy and wintery the 
evening of January 5 for our 25th 
anniversary, and also on the 13th, 
for the ordination. But for both 
events many brave souls traveled to 
gather with us to celebrate and also 
to observe the installation of our 
new Pastor, Rev. Phillip Stoffregen.

For the ordination, Rev. James 
Admiraal began the service with 
a call to worship, singing and a 
prayer for the church. Dr. Murray 
instructed us with his message 
“The Best Preacher in the World” 
(The Holy Spirit). The ordination 
was led and performed by Rev. 
Jeph Nobel (Rev. Stoffregen’s 
pastor for the duration of his 
seminary education).

Both evenings were very eventful 
as well as memorable

Called by God: Ordination of Rev. Phillip Stoffregen | January 13

Rev. Phillip Stoffregen and Sophia 
with their little Felicity

Photography by Jeff Steenholdt



Ca
de

ts
 a

nd
 K

in
gd

om
 S

ee
ke

rs
 

W
in

te
r F

un
 N

ig
ht

More winter fun 
on the backlot slopes at Covenant

On March 7, the Cadets and Kingdom Seekers met 
at Airway Lanes for their Winter Fun Night. They 
had fun bowling, snacking and laughing. What 
a blessing these groups are to the children of 
Covenant as they form Christian friendships and 
learn more about life in Christ!   

“And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us 
not give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, 
all the more as you see the Day approaching.”   
–Hebrews 10:24-25

Photography by Sarah DeBoer 

Photography and copy by Kim Balkema



More winter fun 
on the backlot slopes at Covenant

Profession OF 
FAITH

On the morning of March 18, we witnessed Ryan DeBoer, 
Adam Eshuis, Lydia Horjus, Lydia Kloosterman, Alicia Nagel, 
Abigail Riedstra and Lexi Van Dyk profess their faith in 
Jesus Christ as their only hope in life and in death. As such, 
we joyfully welcome them into the full life of the church’s 
fellowship. We rejoice with them and their families on this very 
special day, and give all praise and thanks to God who shows 
lovingkindness to a thousand generations!

 FORSAKING
ALL
 I
 TRUST
HIM

Photography by Jeff Steenholdt



It was a happy day when the first sign 
was installed as Free Christian Reformed 
Church back in the early 1990’s. Another 
bright day was when our church had 
a new name, a new sign/location and 
a new pastor, Rev Philip Vos. The sign 
would then go on to carry the names 
of Rev. Wybren Oord and Rev. Jeremy 
Veldman.

The sign was a little lonely for a while by not bearing a 
pastors name. Because it was tired, very dim and weather 
worn, it was retired for a brand new LED lit sign in March.

Thanks to lots of work behind the scenes by Mike H., Jeff S., 
Don and Ruth V., plus help from the Council! 

Drive by some evening after dark and see this bright new 
shining beacon in the night!

Final 
sign 
concept 
January  
2018

March 2 
2018

Did you happen to notice? Both times Covenant had 

a new sign installed, 1997 and 2018, the new pastors 

name was “Phil”! (Philip and Phillip)



When First Assembly of God - now the home 
of Covenant United Reformed Church in 
Kalamazoo - underwent a renovation, there 
was a left over interior support beam. The beam 
was stored locally until the storage space was 
reclaimed. The beam was then shortened into 
smaller sections, and two of those sections were 
given to a church member. Then two sisters 
claimed a section and repurposed them into a 
tops for a snack table.

In time, the table pictured here was passed on to 
a family members son.

When he was setting up his first household, he 
in turn, passed it along to his daughter for her 
first apartment. A few years later, she returned 
it to her dad, who refinished it and assigned it 
once again to his kitchen area, still in a Christian 
family and still standing strong... just like God’s 
love for us. Strong wherever life takes us. 

A little piece of our early church building’s history!

All Ages Minute-To-Win-It Game & Potluck Night

Photography by Sarah DeBoer 
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Place the face Give up? Answers are at bottom of page
Pictures submitted by Barb Haan

A

Remember our seniors... 
send a card, give them a call or stop in for a visit

Jean Batts
Bronson Commons 
23332 Red Arrow Hwy 
Mattawan, MI 49071

John Balkema 
Oakview Terrace – Room 134 
2920 Crystal Lane  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Dorthy Balkema
5810 South 29th Street
Scotts, MI 49088

Marv & Rena De Vries 
809 Turwill Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006

Herm & Janet Franke  
9643 S. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49002

Betty Mejeur 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Room 232
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

James Mejeur
2920 Crystal Lane
Room 104
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Calvin  Miersma 
Community Directors Hall, 
Room 217, 600 Golden Dr
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

Lois Newmeyer
Oakview Terrace
Room 143 
2920 Crystal Lane
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Peter Sluys 
The Fountains
Apt 16 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Nellie Wiersma 
2920 Crystal Lane
Room 218 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002 

A. Deb (Vanderkamp) Koning  B. Dave Koning


