
Reflecting on the Seven Churches of Revelation
As we’ve worked our way through the 
seven churches of Revelation, I’ve 
been asked several times, “So what 
church do you think Covenant URC is 
most like?” I have heard differing 
opinions from some of you, but the 
more I have thought about it, the more 
I have come to think that we are quite 
different from each of the churches. As 
we’ve looked at church after church, it 
seems that we imitate certain facets of 
most of the churches. That said, rather 

than point at a church and say, “We’re most like this one.” It would be 
more profitable to look at some of the most important points of 
application that Christ gives to the different churches:

1.) We must guard the good deposit: Without question, there is a need 
to guard sound doctrine. In 2 Timothy 1:13, 14, Paul exhorts Timothy 
to “retain the standard of sound words” and “Guard, through the Holy 
Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to 
you.” There is a need for churches to guard sound doctrine. We find 
that the Church in Ephesus had done this well. They had tested the 
Nicolaitans and found their teaching to be unbiblical. However, it is 
very possible for a church to become deformed doctrinally speaking. 
This was the case in Pergamum and especially in Thyatira. The 
obvious practical application for us is to know our Bibles and to 
know our Confessional standards so that we also may test whatever 
“Nicolaitans” come across our paths.

2.) We must love: Some have said that it is better to err on the side of 
truth and others think it is better to err on the side of love, but for a 
healthy church both are necessary in proper measure. We find that 
the Lord Jesus Christ praises the Thyatiran church for their great 
love though He was not pleased with their tolerance of “Jezebel.” To 
be frank, this is something that more conservative and biblical 
churches (Reformed and otherwise) struggle with. It is easy for us to 
emphasize truth to the minimization or exclusion of love because 
our history is one where we have had to contend for the truth, and so 
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it is the truth that we know well. In 
studying and defending the finer 
points of doctrine, it is easy to 
forget the importance of love. This 
is the problem that the Ephesian 
Church fell into. We must guard 
our doctrine from error, but with 

equal conviction we must love 
Christ, our Christian brethren and 
our neighbor.

3.) We must look to Christ: If there 
was any application that could be 
found in all of the letters, it is the 
absolute necessity that we look to 
Jesus Christ. The churches have 

very different circumstances and 
problems, but ultimately, the 
solution to the issues of each 
church is none other than Christ. 
Ephesus needed to look to Christ 
and so return to their first love. 
The Smyrnans needed to look to 
Him who was dead and has come 
to life in the midst of their 
tribulation. The churches in 
Pergamum and Thyatira needed to 
turn from their false doctrine and 
turn to Christ as their only Master. 
The church in Sardis was dealing 
with spiritual laziness and spiritual 
death and would only find spiritual 
vitality and life in Jesus Christ who 
has the Seven Spirits (the Holy 
Spirit), and so on. Therefore, let us 
always, no matter our 
circumstances, look to Christ, and 
find all that we need in Him.

Rev. Phillip Stoffregen
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John and Dorothy  
September 7

Bob & Norma Herder 
September 20

George & Harriet Slomp 
June 29

Herm Janet 
Sept 24
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Our Young People attended  The RYS 
convention at Dordt College, July 16–20th.

Lots of fun, and memories made, but a time 
spiritual growth too.

Each of the young people told us about their 
favorite session, workshop or memory!

Herm Janet 
Sept 24
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Young People Kickoff - Cookie Challenge



This is a story of two Brides-to-be 
How well do we know them?

Listen to these words and we’ll see...

We’ll begin with the one who was first to reply 
To the questions about her and her guy.

Casandra’s the one! She answered first! It was no bother; 
And as promised, her present is bigger than the other’s.

Galesburg is the town Casandra grew up in. 
She’s studying at KVCC and wants to be an RN.

She is currently working for Life EMS as an EMT, 
Which is where she met Gary, who works there, too, you see.

And although they are busy, they’re really not apart; 
For they’re partners on the same ambulance. It’s where they got their start.

She thought he was sweet, compassionate, and fun to be around. 
Little did she know that love would soon abound.

It was after a long 12 hour work day. 
That he asked her to dinner at Red Robin and she said, “Okay.”

That date lead to more time together just for fun. 
They enjoyed being outside together under the sun.

Art Prize: now that was a date Casandra enjoyed a lot: 
Roaming G.R. and a great dinner at a restaurant called the Melting Pot.

Walking the beach and hammocking on the dunes 
At Van Buren State Park is how they like to spend some of their afternoons.

One day at the dunes, she was sure there would be a ring; 
But Gary insisted that was not something he would bring.

She continued to ask him all through the day. 
But Gary denied it, took her hand, and they went on their way. 

She thought they were leaving but back up the dune they went, 
Where he finally proposed and she said, “Yes!” to her gent.

They’re set to be married this October 13 
Amidst colors of peach and dusty green.

With the ceremony at Grace CRC and the reception at Nikos Landing, 
t’s a day sure to be worth all the planning!

They’ll honeymoon in the Smokey Mountains as husband and wife 
Before coming back to Portage where they’ll begin their new life.

Now we’re onto bride number 2 - our very own Hanna 
But sadly, the only word that rhymes with her name is “banana”.

She grew up near Scotts on the outskirts of Kalamazoo. 
She now works as a pediatric nurse at Bronson - it’s true!

Hanna first met Sam when she was in grade eight. 
She always thought he was nice but never considered him as a date.

Now Sam always liked her from that moment on. 
Yet the opportunity to ask her out had yet to dawn.

Then last fall at a football game at WMU, 
Hanna saw Sam in his uniform - and he looked nice in it too!

He called her up and a few conversations later, he asked her out. 
First they had coffee; then to Celery Flats where they walked all about.

Now Hanna had planned there would not be a date number 2. 
She was finishing nursing school; she had too much to do.

But when the evening had ended and Sam asked her to do it again, 
She surprised herself as she enthusiastically replied, “Sure! When?!”

And what was it about Sam that made Hanna’s plans blow away? 
It was his walk with God and his solid faith that made a difference that day. 

It wasn’t long before a day didn’t pass without their being together; 
Mountain biking, jogging, playing tennis, or just doing whatever.

In May, out west to Arizona with her family Hanna flew. 
For both of them those 2 weeks apart were hard to get through!

On the way home Hanna insisted that her family NOT be slow. 
She had to see Sam! They needed to go!

They landed and impatiently she began walking quickly to the car. 
Slowly her family tagged along, and she didn’t get far.

When suddenly there was Sam behind gasping for air! 
He had planned to propose outside an airport door - but she wasn’t there!

He asked her and told her they may never again spend so much time apart. 
She said, “Yes!” and agreed with all her heart.

On September 21 at the Gathering in Allegan is where they’ll say “I do” 
Surrounded by colors of mauve and navy blue.

Then off on a Southern Caribbean Cruise - what a dream! 
Beaches, sun, and UNLIMITED ICE CREAM!!

Then after they’ve had all this time just to roam, 
They’ll settle down in an apartment behind Langeland’s Funeral Home.

Our poem is completed, and I hope you’ve had fun; 
But our prayers for your marriages have only begun.

Seek the Lord together in this new phase of your life. 
Honor Him, and He will honor you as husband and wife.

September 8, 2018 Covenant URC Bridal Shower

Hannah Newhouse Sam VerMeulen  
September 21, 2018

Cassandra 
Klomparens, 
soon to be Mrs. 
Gary DeRushia
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Place the face Give up? Answers are at bottom of page
Pictures submitted by Barb Haan

A

Remember our seniors... 
send a card, give them a call or stop in for a visit

Len and Jean Batts
2014 Helen Avenue
Portage, MI 49002

John Balkema 
Oakview Terrace – Room 134 
2920 Crystal Lane  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Mina Balkema 
8560 Paw Paw Lake Drive 
Schollcraft, MI 49087

Dorthy Balkema
5810 South 29th Street
Scotts, MI 49088

Marv & Rena De Vries 
809 Turwill Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006

Herm & Janet Franke  
9643 S. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49002

Nel Lingbeek 
5749 Stadium Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
James Mejeur
Bronson Commons
23332 Red Arrow Hwy
Mattawan, MI 49071 

Calvin  Miersma 
Community Directors Hall, 
Room 217, 600 Golden Dr
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

Louis and Joan
6955 S. 31st Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49048

Lois Newmeyer
Bradley Health Center, 
2910 Peerless Rd NW, 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
37312

Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Peter Sluys 
The Fountains
Apt 16 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Nellie Wiersma 
2920 Crystal Lane
Room 218 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002 
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