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A Perspective 
Life is, as we know it in this world of ours, replete with the 
opposites or what is referred to as dichotomies: male and female, 
light and darkness, good and evil, and contentment and discord, 
and more.

My interest here is not to expound or give a literary expose on 
various opposites, divisions or differences life is made up of, but, 
rather, to briefly write on the word contentment, which is much 
lacking in our chaotic world.

Webster’s Dictionary defines contentment as follows: To be 
satisfied or to satisfy. Biblically - Contentment - one is to believe 
that our Sovereign God is every bit fit, wholeheartedly, able to 
govern or take governance over all things. He alone knows what 
is best for His covenant, redeemed people, and what is not 
beneficial or suited for them; how much I can bear, He also 
knows. God’s grace is all sufficient; so, too, His truth, power and 
wisdom. When God directs all things, all things go right. “He 
knoweth our frame. He remembers we are dust.” Our God has 
kept mercy for thousands upon thousands, and is faithful unto 
all generations. He, who has kept “Israel”, keepeth all His sheep. 

And thus His truth, power wisdom shall continue to lighten, 
shine forth unto the ends of the earth. Trust in the LORD and do 
good, for verily thou wilt be fed; for He hath said, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” What a great promise, a promise 
indeed. There is an area in which we ought to be contented with 
or satisfied that of our level of spirituality or growth. 

Our goal is to go from strength to glory.

This article appeared in The Covenant Chronicle, June 2004, written 

by Mr. Pete Sluys, a long time member here at Covenant URC. 



Baptism

Prayer/Ascension 
Our combined Ascension 
Day/Prayer Day Service was 
held here at our church 
on Thursday, May 30 at 
7pm.  Ministers and elders 
from Immanuel Fellowship 
and Community OPC also 
participated.  There was a time 
of fellowship afterwards for all 
attending.

How can we not share a “fun/crazy” pic?

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 

and the fruit of the womb is his reward.

—Psalm 127:3

Sunday morning, April 7 we witnessed the sacrament of 
holy baptism administered to Caroline Cheryl DeBoer 
daughter of Jake and Sarah DeBoer.  After the morning 
service all were invited for a time of food and fellowship 
in the gymnasium.



Car Wash and Flower Sale

Alternatives’ Walk for Life
Alternatives’ Walk for Life had their annual 
walk Saturday, June 8, 2019.  Therewas a 3 
mile walk with a 1.5 mile option. Post-walk 
activities included kids’ games and light 
refreshments.  Registration was at 8:30, the 
walk started at 9:30 and the activities at 10:30 
at Gracespring Bible Church in Richland. 
Lauren Klomparens was our contact person.

The Annual Young People Flower 
Sale AND Car Wash was held 
Saturday, May 11th just before 
Mother’s Day. All proceeds 
went towards the RYS 
convention costs at Cedarville 
University in July.

Coffee Fellowship 
Refreshments 
returned for this 
summer season!



Young People Games and Activities

Graduations

Friday, June 28th, 
from 4-9pm, the 
young peoples group 
enjoyed pizza, desserts, 
swimming and games 
at Tim and Kathy 
Kloostermans.

Lexi Van Dyk 
Lexi graduated from 
Kalamazoo Christian 
High School and has her 
Cosmetology degree. 

She now works at Polished 
Salon in Richland.

Adam Eshuis
Adam is planning on 
working for a year before 
making up his mind on 
a direction to go. He is 
considering possibly taking 
some classes related to 
culinary interests.

Lydia Kloosterman 
This summer, she plans on 
going to Florida in June, the 
Reformed Youth Services 
convention in Ohio with her 
youth group from Covenant 
United Reformed Church 
in July, and a TASC mission 
trip with a group from CURC 
to Dutton URC in Dutton, 
Michigan. 

She will be attending 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College in the fall and taking 
classes in the Criminal Justice 
program. She will also be 
working at the family business, 
Kloosterman Greenhouses. 

Melanie Hoeksema

Sam Nagel

Seniors 8th Grade



VBS

Covenant’s VBS The Case 
is the Cardiac Crusader 
began daily at 9:15 to 
12 noon. Children 4-12 
were invited to attend 
this event. We pray that 
this event encouraged all 
involved to have a heart 
for God.

At the end of the VBS 
week, on Friday, June 21 
a VBS program was held 
at 11:30 with a luncheon 
afterwards. Everyone was 
invited!

Postcards were sent out and door 
hangers were brought to homes in 
the surrounding neighborhoods!



Nellie Wlersema, a long-time 
resident of Kalamazoo, and 
member of Covenant United 
Reformed Church, entered her 
heavenly home on June 4, 2019 at 
the age of 96.

Nellie was born In Kalamazoo on 
December 30, 1922, the daughter 
of Kryn and Jennie (Westerhof) 
Scheurwater. She was the oldest 
of six siblings, one of whom 
died at age eight months. For 
nine year’s, her family lived on a 
farm In Byron Center, Michigan, 
where she grew up and attended 
Christian grade school. She 
continued her schooling In the 
Christian school In Kalamazoo, 
finishing 10th grade, the highest 
grade in the system at that time, 
as the valedictorian of her class. 
She spent her last two high school 
years at Kalamazoo Central High 
School, graduating in 1940. After 
one year at Calvin College she 
returned to Kalamazoo and spent 
the World War II years working in 
factories that were involved In war 
production. Later she moved to 
California, where she worked for 
families that needed home help 
and enrolled in a nursing program 
at Los Angeles General Hospital. 
She became a Licensed Practical 
Nurse, and continued to work in 
the medical field.

After a number of years in 
California, Nellie returned to 
Kalamazoo where she met 
Nicholas Wiersema, a member 
of Second Christian Reformed 
Church. They were married on 
March 30, 1962. They continued 
as members of Second CRC until 
they joined Covenant United 
Reformed Church soon after it 

In Loving Memory of Nellie Wiersema 1922-2019

was organized. Nick worked at 
Hammond Machinery Company 
until his retirement and Nellie 
worked at Bronson Hospital as an 
LPN and also worked in a number 
of nursing facilities until her 
retirement. Nick and Nellie had 
no desire to travel far from home, 
but they made occasional trips to 
Kankakee, Illinois, the area where 
Nick grew up, to visit friends and 
acquaintances. They also traveled 
through many of the counties 
in southwestern Michigan and 
learned much about the history of 
those areas.

Nellie and Nick served for a 
number of years as Sunday school 
teachers and Bible leaders at 
both Second CRC and Covenant 
United Reformed Church. Nellie 
was an exceptional student of 
the Bible; she was often able to 
quote obscure names and facts 
from the Bible that most people 
overlooked. She loved to play the 
piano, which she had done from 
the age of seven, and also played 
the accordion.

In April 2000 Nick and Nellie 
moved to senior housing at Spring 

Manor. Four months later Nick 
passed away. In 2004 Nellie’s 
brother Gerrit, a resident of Florida, 
passed away. Nellie continued 
to live at Spring Manor until her 
health made it impossible for her 
to live independently. Following 
a broken hip and inability to walk 
without aid, she moved to Park 
Village Pines in 2009, where her 
sister Jessie was already a resident. 
For a few years, the sisters had 
adjoining rooms until Jessie’s 
death in 2014. Nellie continued her 
interest in Bible study and playing 
the piano at Park Village Pines. 
She remained mentally active and, 
although she was in a wheelchair 
and confined to the assistant living 
facility, she was independent 
in most areas until her last few 
months. Her last several days were 
spent in Bronson Hospital and 
Rose Arbor Hospice.

Nellie is survived by two sisters, 
Connie Scheurwater of Grand 
Rapids and Anne and August Faber 
of Jenison together with their 
children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. She has a number 
of cousins living in Kalamazoo. 
She was well taken care of by her 
cousins Harold and Doris Vlietstra 
and Janice and Dennis Vanden 
Berg, as well as her good friend. 
Barb Haan. Nellie’s church friends, 
fellow residents at Park Village 
Pines, and surviving family will 
miss her cheerful presence. She 
was an inspiration to all who knew 
her. We thank God for her long life 
and Christian testimony.

Written by Nellie’s sister, Connie 
Scheurwater



From the Council: 
1.)  The upgrades for the Cry 
Room and Education Wing are 
ongoing.  The camera system 
is set up in the sanctuary, and 
monitors streaming footage 
from the camera have been 
placed in the Cry Room and 
in the Council Room.  Once 
the renovations are finished 
in the Education Wing, the 
first classroom will also have 
a monitor so that nursing 
mothers and their children 
may go there if desired (no 
dads).

2.)  The updated CURC Policy 
Manuals are available for 
anyone interested.

3.)  The Council decided to 
purchase the domain name 
covenant-urc.com so that 
we may give it to another 
Covenant URC if they should 
desire it, and to protect it from 
becoming purchased by an 
undesirable group.

4.)  We have begun to put 
Classical Offerings back on the 
offering schedule.

5.)  Representatives from the 
Council went to a Kalamazoo 
City Planning Commission 
Meeting regarding a Natural 
Features Protection Overlay 
that was being put on our 
waterfront property.

6.)  The Council received 
a letter from Kim Balkema 
and April Hoeksema stating 
this will be their last year 
coordinating VBS, and they are 
heartily thanked for their many 
years of hard work.

7.)  We in the process of 
submitting our books for a 
customary audit.

8.)  The Council has decided 
not to have a full-time 
Maintenance Man; instead 
the Building Committee will 
ask various individuals to 
do things for the building as 
needed.

9.)  We had a Spring Cleaning 
day earlier in May, and the 
Council hopes to continue 
having these “Cleaning 
Days” seeing how much was 
accomplished.  Thanks to all 
who participated!

10.)  Due to a lack of tasks (and 
historical precedence), the 
Council elected not to meet in 
June.

From the Consistory:
1.)  Pastor Stoffregen is close 
to finishing the Profession of 
Faith Class with those who 
hope to publicly profess their 
faith this year.

2.)  The Elders have been 
discussing ways to make 
“gluten-free” bread available 
to those who are gluten 
intolerant.

3.)  We planned, hosted and led 
the Ascension Day/Prayer Day 
Service this year on May 30.

4.)  The Elders have decided to 
have regular Nursery help for 
the AM Services scheduled, 
and Nursery help for PM 
Services will be found as 
needed.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Phillip Stoffregen, Clerk

Council/Consistory Notes | 2nd Quarter



Remember our seniors... 
send a card, give them a call or stop in for a visit

Len Batts
2014 Helen Avenue
Portage, MI 49002 
381-8522

Jean Batts
6203 Stadium Dr – Room 114 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
397-2200

John Balkema 
Oakview Terrace – Room 134  
2920 Crystal Lane  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Dorthy Balkema
5810 South 29th Street
Scotts, MI 49088 
343-3791

Mina Balkema 
8560 Paw Paw Lake Drive 
Schoolcraft, MI 49087 
679-4377

Marv & Rena De Vries 
809 Turwill Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
342-2010

Janet Franke  
9643 S. Westnedge Ave  
Kalamazoo, MI 49002 
327-2421

Nel Lingbeek 
5749 Stadium Drive 
Apt 117 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
344-8859

Louis and Joan Newhouse
6955 S. 31st Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49048 
626-8845

Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008  
342-8835

Peter Sluys 
The Fountains – Apt 16 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009  
381-9863

Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002  
501-2632

HAPPY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY BIRTHDAY

Louis 
Newhouse

Marv De Vries

Pete Sluys

Nellie G. Wiersema, 
age 96, went home 
to be with her Lord 
on June 4, 2019. 
Nellie was born 
December 30, 1922 
in Kalamazoo, MI, 
the daughter of 
Kryn and Jennie 
(Westerhof) 
Scheurwater. She 
was a member of 
Covenant United 
Reformed Church, 
where she was 
active as a Bible 
study leader.

George and Harriet 
Slomp

Leon and Karen 
Bronsink

Roger and Mary
Medema

IN MEMORY
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Schoonbeck
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