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You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God  
am holy. – Leviticus 19:2b
These words are certainly not unfamiliar to us as a congregation. 

Together we have examined them in our study of Peter’s first epistle. 

Peter borrows from the theme that is presented over and over again in 

Leviticus (cf. also, Lev. 11.44f; 20.7). In the book of Leviticus we find the 

Lord, through Moses, instructing My covenant people as to how they 

are to live among the nations of the earth. They are to live among the 

nations, but at the same time they are to be separated from them and 

they are to live differently than them. Their living is summed up in 

one word—holiness!

But as Peter points out in his very first chapter, holiness was not just 

for the nation of Israel. Holy living was also for the New Testament 

church in his day, and subsequently for Christ’s church today also. We 

are called to holiness in all of life. But what is this holiness? When we 

consider the holiness of God we are to think of His separateness from 

sin. He is sinless and perfect in all His ways. As Christians, we are to 

strive for holiness by striving to be sinless. We know that we fail 

miserably and we fail often, yet, as Lev. 19.2b points out, our standard 

for holiness is God Himself. We must strive to be like God.

Sin is violating the commandments of God, and going against His 

holy will. Therefore holiness is found in keeping God’s commands 

and striving to do His will. Now, how do we do this? First of all, we 

can’t be holy, at least not by ourselves. Anything we do that is in 

keeping with God’s will and that imitates in part His holiness, is done 

only by His grace, through the operation of the Holy Spirit. In order to 

strive for holiness in our lives we must know what God’s holy will is. 

By His grace God has given us His revelation in the inscripturated 

Word of God, and through the operation of the Holy Spirit and His 

illumination, the Christian can know what God’s will is and what that 

holiness is that God commands.

This means that those who profess to believe in Jesus Christ and His 

saving work must spend time with God and His Word. We are 

reminded of the beautiful words of that great hymn of the faith:

Paul & Maureen Herder 
September 25
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Baptism

Profession of Faith

Lo, children are an heritage of the 

Lord: and the fruit of the womb is 

his reward. —Psalm 127:3

Sunday morning, July 21, we witnessed the sacrament of holy baptism administered to Louis Robert 
Wallinga, son of Robert and Amanda Wallinga. After the morning service, all were invited to a time of 
cake and fellowship in the gymnasium.

Sunday morning, September 8, we witnessed 
Matthew DeBoer’s and Lily Hamming’s Public 
Professions of Faith!  Praise be to our God whose 
faithfulness endures to all generations. –Ps. 119:90
The Fellowship Committee coordinated a time of cake and 
refreshments after service in celebration of Matthew DeBoer 
and Lily Hamming’s profession of faith. The quarterly 
Fellowship Potluck followed, and everyone was welcomed 
and encouraged to join us for both.

Take time to be holy, Speak oft with thy Lord;

Abide in Him always, And feed on His Word;

Make friends of God’s children, Help those who are weak.

Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek

Take time to be holy, The world rushes on;

Spend much time in secret With Jesus alone;

By looking to Jesus, Like Him thou shalt be;

Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.

Take time to be holy, Let Him be thy Guide,

And run not before Him, Whatever betide;

In joy or in sorrow Still follow thy Lord,

And looking to Jesus, Still trust in His Word.

–Psalter Hymnal 451

This article by  
Rev. Philip J. Vos appeared  
in The Covenant Chronicle  
September 1997



TASC at Dutton in August

Rick, the owner of this house, is 
permanently disabled and we helped 
him with major landscaping cleanup 
around his house

Our group is 
ready to go 
after we arrived 
for TASC in 
Dutton Saturday 
evening!

At Christian Resource 
International (CRY) 
in Fowlerville, 
Michigan, we sorted 
donated Bibles, 
Christian educational 
literature and books 
and boxed them up to 
be delivered around 
the world! 

Alpha Center is similar to Alternatives 
of Kalamazoo. We took a tour and 
helped sort bins and bins of clothing

A little free-time!

We stained a 
large deck

The young people gave of themselves in service 
for others as they worked on projects various 
organizations throughout the week



A baby shower for Kelsey Balkema held in the church 
gym on Tuesday, August 6. Kelsey and Josh are expecting 
a baby boy in October. Kelsey relayed: “We appreciate the 
help and support as we prepare to become parents”.

Congratutions to Jake Boer and Anna Bouma 
who were happily joined in marriage on June 21

Anna’s bridal shower!

Showers and Wedding



RYS Convention 2019

After the August 11 evening service, the Young People 
presented their report from along with a slide show of 
the Convention 2019 Cedarville. We were able to hear 
about how the Lord had been working in their lives 

A total of ten workshops, including special guys and 
girls only breakout sessions, complemented the main 
theme. Some workshops included: Good and Angry, 
Male and Female He Created Them, 7-Day Christian, 
Sloth is Not Only an Animal, Are Everyone’s Parents as 

Clueless as Mine?, Why Do I Feel This Way? The Future 
is Not Only Tomorrow, Biblical Justice: The Christian 
Standard for Social Justice, Radical Men (guys only) and 
Radical Women (girls only)

during that week. Their theme verse was: “What then 
shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” –Romans 8:31



Annual Church Picnic - August 17



From the Council: 
1.)  The Building and Grounds 

Committee has been active in 

adding new members and has 

begun regularly meeting.  This 

committee has put in a lot of 

work.  Toilets, faucets, ballasts and 

other things have been replaced.  

Whiteboards in some of the 

catechism rooms have also been 

replaced.  Other larger projects 

are also in the works at various 

stages of development.  Work is 

ongoing in the kitchen, and work 

has begun in the Pastor’s Study at 

the church.  The Council heartily 

thanks the committee for its 

diligence and hard work.

2.)  An routine audit of our books 

is in the works.

3.)  The Council has invited the 

Church Visitors for a routine 

church visit for the edification of 

the officers.

4.)  The Mission and Evangelism 

Committee has decided not to 

do our typical Missions Night at 

the church this year.  However, 

they hope to come up with a 

replacement event in the future.

5.)  The Fellowship Committee 

has been hard at work planning 

the Summer Church Picnic and 

Fall Chili Cook Off.  The Council 

thanks Stan and Christy Nagel for 

hosting the Summer Picnic and 

Bob and Amanda Wallinga for 

hosting the Fall Chili Cook Off.

6.)  The Council has prayerfully 

nominated certain qualified 

men for the offices of Elder and 

Deacon.  Please pray that God 

would lead each of these men in 

considering allowing their names 

to stand.

7.)  The annual Congregational 

Meeting has been tentatively 

scheduled to December 9th.

8.)  The Council has asked Kathy 

Kloosterman to begin to put 

together an electronic Church 

Directory that could be accessed 

via the internet on a computer or 

through an app on a Smart Phone.  

The Council thanks her for her 

ongoing work.

From the Consistory:
 1.)  The Consistory is pleased 

to be able to report that we 

interviewed Matthew DeBoer and 

Lily Hamming regarding their 

faith and life and found them 

ready to publicly profess their 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This they did on September 8.

2.)  The Consistory has reviewed 

and approved various books for 

the coming Sunday School and 

Bible Study season.

3.)  The Consistory has approved 

a revised Memorandum sent 

from Immanuel Fellowship to 

include Community Orthodox 

Presbyterian Church and Good 

Shepherd Presbyterian Church 

to the rotation for our combined 

services.

4.)  We will host a Reformation 

Day Service this year.  Speaker is 

yet to be determined.

5.)  Various matters have been 

discussed in preparation for 

Classis.  Classis delegates for 

October 15 are Pastor Stoffregen 

and Stan Nagel.

6.)  On October 20, there will be 

a Post-Classis Pulpit Exchange 

for the evening service.  Pastor 

Tuinstra will preach here, 

and Pastor Stoffregen will be 

preaching at Dutton URC.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Phillip Stoffregen, Clerk

Council/Consistory Notes | 3nd Quarter

Classrooms Pastor’s study



Remember our seniors... 
send a card, give them a call or stop in for a visit

Len Batts
2014 Helen Avenue
Portage, MI 49002 
381-8522

Jean Batts
6203 Stadium Dr – Room 114 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
397-2200

John Balkema 
Oakview Terrace – Room 134  
2920 Crystal Lane  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Dorothy Balkema
5810 South 29th Street
Scotts, MI 49088 
343-3791

Mina Balkema 
8560 Paw Paw Lake Drive 
Schoolcraft, MI 49087 
679-4377

Marv & Rena De Vries 
809 Turwill Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49006 
342-2010

Janet Franke  
9643 S. Westnedge Ave  
Kalamazoo, MI 49002 
327-2421

Nel Lingbeek 
5749 Stadium Drive 
Apt 117 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
344-8859

Louis and Joan Newhouse
6955 S. 31st Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49048 
626-8845

Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008  
342-8835

Peter Sluys 
The Fountains – Apt 16 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009  
381-9863

Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002  
501-2632

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY (over 50)HAPPY BIRTHDAY (over 80)

Joan 
Newhouse
August 28

Janet 
Franke
Sept 18

Clare Visser
July 7

Harriet 
Slomp
July 31

Norma Herder
August 22

John 
Balkema
July 4

Bob & Norma Herder 
September 20

Paul & Maureen Herder 
September 25

86
86

84

84

82

63

60

John & Dorothy 
September 7

63
Rena De Vries
July 9

89


