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While I was living in Vermont, a few friends from Canada came to visit to 
celebrate “Canadian Thanksgiving” with me. With fantastic weather the entire 
weekend, we all enjoyed the beautiful spectacle of the changing autumn 
colors. Two of my friends are avid photographers, and while busy snapping 
photographs of a sunset, one lamented: “Photographs don’t do this place 
justice. It is so much more beautiful in real life.”

There is no such word as ‘finity.’ But if it were a word I imagine that it would be 
the opposite of ‘infinity.’  ‘Finity’ expresses the limitations of a photograph. 
Whenever we are given the blessing of absorbing a masterpiece – a mountain, 
a valley, a sunset, a rainbow – with these wonderfully complex organs called 
‘eyes,’ there always seems to be an infinity of pleasure to experience. Turn your 
head and the panoramic view does not stop. Fix your gaze on the distance and 
in the meantime your eyes encounter the waving wildflowers to the right or the 
bouncing deer to the left. What’s more, other senses are permitted to enjoy 
the moment: sweet air in the lungs, fresh scents in the face, and the texture 
of grain in the hand. A photograph has two dimensions, a good painting will 
maybe have three, but experiences are even more than that – they are ‘infinity 
dimensional.’ 

But that’s the problem with a photograph, isn’t it? No matter how hard we 
try, we cannot capture on 3 x 5 glossy paper (or on digital megapixels and 
minipixels) what we experience first-hand. No lens is wide enough. No zoom 
is far enough. No shutter is fast enough. No memory card is big enough. A 
photograph – even a good photograph – can only go so far. It is finite. We 
simply cannot fit our world of multidimensional experiences inside a picture 
frame. 
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Photographic Finity
Continued

The mild frustration we experience in the limitations 
of a photograph parallels the frustration we 
experience when seeking to present the gospel to 
an unbeliever, to someone that has not had the 
same experience of God’s grace as ourselves. How 
in the world can I capture in words or conversation 
what I have experienced of God’s greatness 
and goodness in my life? How do I share my 
understanding of reality when his or her worldview 
is on another planet?

Jonathan Edwards, hailed as one of America’s 
greatest theologians, struggled with the same thing. 
He wrote of the difference between “knowing of 
God’s grace” and of “having experienced the beauty 
of God’s grace” using the metaphor of honey. He 
writes in a sermon: 

“Thus there is a difference between having an 
opinion that God is holy and gracious, and having a 
sense of the loveliness and beauty of that holiness 
and grace. There is a difference between having a 
rational judgment that honey is sweet and having a 
sense of its sweetness. A man may have the former 
that knows not how honey tastes; but a man cannot 
have the latter unless he has an idea of the taste of 
honey in his mind.”

There is a difference between told that honey is 
sweet and actually having tasted that honey is 
sweet. You cannot truly know the sweetness of 
honey until you have tasted honey in your own 
mouth. Apply this to spiritual matters. Words – even 
emotions -- cannot possibly capture the multi-
faceted beauty and wonder of what the Christian 
has experienced in Christ Jesus: the ‘infinity 
experience’ of heart, soul, mind, strength, voice, 
eyes, ears, hands, feet all coalescing together 
always.

The snapshots of life, when we share them on the 
table with a skeptic, are helpful – even interesting. 
‘They’re nice’ the unbeliever admits. The words 
of Scripture do resonate some, he acknowledges, 

but how is the Bible unlike any other book? Jesus 
is definitely an interesting person, I’m intrigued by 
him, but how can he really fix my problems? The 
skepticism continues…..

We want to shout: “You need to stand where I am 
standing! Get behind the camera yourself! See the 
real thing! All of reality correctly through the right 
lens!”

G.K. Chesterton was absolutely right: “The Christian 
ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has 
been found difficult and not tried.”

This is why we thank God for the work of the Holy 
Spirit, the provider of the ‘infinity experience.’ The 
Holy Spirit who intrudes into a heart of darkness, 
and having rewired spiritual circuits, makes the 
light bulb go on. By no means, God’s sovereignty in 
salvation does not renege us of our responsibility 
to share the gospel. We all need growth in this area. 
But our ultimate dependence in sharing the gospel 
with unbelievers is, in the words of Jonah during his 
weekend in the fish’s belly, that “Salvation is from 
the Lord.” The whole Bible can be summed up in 
those words: Salvation is from the Lord! 

Salvation is from the Lord! Let us no grow weary as 
we seek to be faithful in bringing the light of Christ 
to a world lost in darkness. May we trust the Holy 
Spirit to use us as instruments to speak words of 
life to a dying world. And may the Holy Spirit do a 
miracle of grace to provide the “infinity experience” 
of what it means to be a Christian. 

And speaking of Jonah….if God can use a five word 
sermon from that skin-bleached angry prophet to 
covert a whole nation of savage Assyrians, then 
couldn’t God use us?

 Rev. Jeremy Veldman
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Council met on September 8, 2014.  
Building and Grounds Committee is 
studying the possibility of adding a 
video recording feature to our present 
audio system. Initial estimates seem 
rather pricey but a more detailed 
proposal will be prepared along with 
a projection of who would benefit and 
to what extent. The organ has been 
rebalanced but some replacement 
parts are on order. The Education 
Committee has the new season 
in place except for the need for 
one classroom teaching assistant. 
Permission was given for the TASC 
group to report on their recent trip 
after the September 12 evening 
service. Pastor’s report contained a 
request for giving each newly-wed 
couple a subscription to Table Talk 
magazine. Additional subscriptions 
will be sought from other members 
so we can get the bulk rate. As part 
of the Deacon’s Financial Report, a 
large cost reduction was noted due 
to a new contract with AT&T for our 
phone services. The Elders drew 
attention to the fact that November 4 
has been designated a International 
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church. The Church Secretary has 
requested that Council look into a 
more secure incoming mail system.  
This was referred to Building and 
Grounds. Finally, Council reaffirmed 
its commitment to help train potential 
church organists including covering of 
costs for music, etc.

Council met on October 6, 2014. The 
Building and Grounds Committee 
advised they were buying a 
replacement drinking fountain for the 
upstairs hall. Also, to improve the 
security of our inbound mail, they 
will have a lockable mailbox installed 
next to the building. The Missions 
and Evangelism Committee was 
authorized to find special greeters 
that will help visitors get oriented 
to our facilities and familiarize 
them with our worship services. A 
speaker from the Kalamazoo Gospel 
Mission was approved for the 
planned Mission Night on November 
7. Council approved a subscription 
to Song Select to make it easier for 
the Youth Group and our Musicians 
to legally copy songs for our own 
use. Installation of Officers after our 
December Congregational Meeting 
was moved to January 11, 2015 to 
accommodate Pastor’s travel plans. 
Finally, a Reformation Day service held 
jointly with Immanuel Fellowship and 
Kalamazoo OPC was approved.

Council met on November 3, 
2014. Young People’s plans for 
the November 7 Soup Supper and 
Missions night are complete. They 
also are planning a hymn sing for 
November 14. The Deacons have 
decided to end all financial support 
for the Bible League due to their 
promotion and distribution of 
questionable Bible translations. 
Elders report that a new member 
vows form has been prepared. This 
form is to be signed by new members 
as part of the public confession 
process. The new all-in-color Covenant 
Chronicle is very attractive and has 
been warmly received but production 
costs have been a bit high. Chronicle 
staff has proposed a smaller quarterly 
publication in color with a monthly 
schedule and announcement version 
in black and white. This was approved 
since the changes will also get 
schedule information published in a 
more timely way. Council authorized 
the publication of a new church 
directory (no pictures) for 2015.

September October November

DISTRICTS ELDER CONTACT DEACON CONTACT

Agema - DeVisser Harold Vlietstra - 665-7125 Ron Newhouse -343-2336

De Vries - Kalkman Tim Partin - 349-0431 Mike Hagerty - 226-2462

Klomparens - Moerman Henry Visser - 375-2239 Stan Nagel - 385-9792

Nagel - Schoonbeck Gerrit Kalkman - 760-7991 Dave Vander Meer - 343-1966

Slomp - Zigterman Tom Nagel - 279-7373 Jake DeBoer - 321-9701

Clerk Richard DeVisser - 808-6304

Council Notes
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Emily & Ryan Ranfield 
August 9

Matt & Christine Kloosterman 
August 2

Sarah & Ken Tyler  
August 16

Zachary & Lauren Klomparens 
September 5

Weddings

4



Fifty-five of us had gathered in the social room of 
the Oshtemo Fire Station on November 13,1992, 
to discuss such a question. Rev.VanderKam was 
asked to monitor this meeting and to give advice 
to our procedure. Those who had gathered were a 
determined group and a decision to create 
a new church was overwhelmingly 
approved.

A storing committee was 
appointed to locate a proper 
place of worship But that need 
was soon dissipated when it 
was learned that two brothers 
of this group had purchased the 
former Assembly of God church 

on Lovers Lane. The Assembly of God congregation 
had outgrown this facility and had relocated, 
making their old sanctuary available for resale.

When the two brothers had made this church 
available to us at a very low rate of interest, there 

was no delay in accepting this offer at a 
congregational meeting on December 7, 

1992. There was thanksgiving in our 
hearts! God does work in mysterious 
ways at times and this was one of 
them. It was also determined at the 
meeting that we would be known as 
Free Christian Reformed Church.*

Beginnings of Covenant  
United Reformed Church

This photo of Rev.VanderKam 
was taken about twenty 
years ago. At that time it was 
decided to produce a church 
pictorial album so that we 
members could become better 
acquainted with each other. 
Rev. VanderKam was next in 
line for his setting and gave me 
permission to snap this picture.
Referring back to that time 
period and the years previously 
gives me an opportunity 
to review our activity in 
establishing our church.



Beginnings of Covenant  
United Reformed Church
Continued

The maintenance of the church we had purchased 
had deteriorated to such an extent that a 
cleaning and painting program was necessary. 
The basement had been used as a child day care 
program and there were musical instruments 
still on the podium. There was no need to hire a 
cleaning and painting company; our members 
supplied that need. If there was an avenue of 
thankfulness on the part of the church members, 
it was shown in the determination to “cleanse the 
temple.” It seems as though everyone wanted to get 
in on the act.

The first services at our new church were exciting. 
The money,however/ that was collected for the 
offerings were absconded by robbers. Someone 
knew of the vault’s location in the basement as well 
as its combination. The thieves second attempt 
proved to be disastrous. They had failed in their 
efforts to “crack” the safe; so they took out their 
frustrations by trashing the church’s contents. 
What a mess!

One of the most embarrassing situations occurred 
during a morning worship service. Our church 
was picketed. A woman living near our church 
had attended only one service and appealed to 
our church for assistance with her rent problem. 
The deacons supplied their help, but in further 

investigation, found out that she and her live-
in partner were not in a Christian relationship. 
No further assistance would be given until this 
situation was corrected. She, in turn, informed 
the Gazette that in her opinion, we were not a 
caring church and gathered with her friends to 
proceed with their picketing that Sunday morning. 
Although the Gazette’s reporting was a slanted 
one, they also permitted Rev. Vos, our pastor at 
the time, an opportunity to present our church’s 
position for Christian living, using Bible quotes for 
guidelines.

No doubt there are other events that have 
occurred during our twenty years of history: 
such faithful preaching of the Word, faithful 
membership, the passing of 64 members, the 
improving and extension of our church’s property, 
and above all, the guidance of our elected officials 
to warrant us to claim ownership of the Biblical 
candlestick. (Rev. 2)

Jim Mejeur 
______________________

*We later changed the name of our church to Covenant 
United Reformed. In 1995 we had affiliated with the newly 
formed United Reformed denomination. At present we list 
64 families of the 245 souls who attend our church.

The 2013 United Reformed Church Directory lists a total of 
118 churches served by 138 ministers. The denomination 
includes 6,105 families with 23,915 souls attending.
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Marthe Kalkman
6511 Ravine road
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
349-2982
 
Ed Kok 
Room 244 
1415 East Fulton Street NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503  616-
451-0005
 
Kay Mansens 
1810 W. “E” Avenue  
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
226-2462
 
Robert & Millie McCully 
1619 Egleston 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001 
345-1377
 
Jerry & Betty Mejeur 
Room 232 
2920 Crystal Lane Kalamazoo, 
MI 49009 
372-0504
 
Calvin & Marguerite Miersma 
1115 Eagle Drive 
Apt 201 
Wayland, MI 49348 
269-792-2140
 
Garrit & Lois Newmeyer 9825 
Pineview 
Portage MI 49002 
321-1799
 

Elaine Vander Kam 
Room 321 
2924 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0592
 
Harriet Slomp 
4029 Lakeside Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
342-8835
  
Peter Sluys 
Apt 16 
The Fountains 
1700 Bronson Way 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
381-9863 
 
Ann Tuinier 
Room 238 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0579
 

Thinking of you!

Let’s remember our elderly and shut-ins

Epke & Tina Vanderberg 
Room 234 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0537
 
Nellie Wiersma 
Room 218 
2920 Crystal Lane 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
372-0556
 
Judy Zigterman 
7574 Garden Lane 
Portage, MI 49002 
327-1733

7



Announcements

You can now watch some of our church programs and choirs on Vimeo
Go to:  https://vimeo.com/user17403262/videos
Watch for more videos to be added in the future!
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paint in eleven rooms, moved classroom furniture into the 
hallway, and mulched a playground. At Love I.N.C. (In the 
Name of Christ) we built a porch, made a brick pathway, and 
installed windows. We also worked at Hephzibah House, an 
organization that offers housing, classes, and mentors for 
women recovering from drug addictions. There we cleaned 
out the garage, then organized and categorized items for a 
garage sale. We also weeded, and organized their basement. 
The last place where we worked was the house of one of 
the members of the Pella congregation. There a tree was cut 
down, shrubs were pulled out, and other various yard work 
was done.

Each night Reverend Barnes gave a message corresponding 
with the personal devotions he made for us. He focused 
the week on parables from Matthew about the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Every night we also had a time for singing and 
prayer groups. Our prayers groups consisted of three or four 
teenagers and a couple adults. We took turns talking, and 
sharing about the job we did that day, and getting to know 
one another.

On Friday, our day away, we went to Red Rock Lake. We had a 
lot of fun riding on a pontoon boat that we rented, swimming 
in the lake, and playing volleyball. We ended the week with 
t-shirt signing and worship, then said our goodbyes.

We would like to thank the congregation for their prayers and 
support for us on this mission trip!

This past July, I and nine other 
members of our church were able 

to go on a mission trip in Pella, Iowa 
through a RMS organization called 
TASC. TASC (Teens Actively Serving 
Christ) allows teens an opportunity 
to serve others during a weeklong 
mission trip. 

We left on Saturday, July 26. 
We kicked off TASC with brief 
introductions, a meal, and 
mixer games. Sunday, after the 
morning worship service, we had 
a commissioning ceremony. The 
TASCers, the minister, and the 
congregation took turns reading 
scripture to one another from a 
sheet handed out. The church 
had a potluck for us for lunch. 
Some of us got to meet our prayer 
buddies at the potluck. Our prayer 
buddies were members of the Pella 
congregation. They had been given 
the name of a teen or adult TASCer 
to pray for, and to send notes and 
goodies to all week. 

Monday through Thursday were our 
work days. We were woken up at 
6:30 and had to get ready and do 
our personal devotions. Reverend 
Barnes, the minister at Pella, had 
prepared a devotional for us to use 
each morning. By 8:15 we were on 
the road to our worksites. 

There were five different worksites 
were we served. At Lake View 
Camp, a non-profit Christian 
camp, we cleaned up brush, did 
plumbing, laid concrete, moved 
chunks of concrete, and stained 
picnic tables. At Ottumwa Christian 
School, we painted two coats of 
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On July 13, 2014 our group of seventeen departed 

from church and drove to Grand Rapids Airport.  We 
were headed to the 2014 RYS Convention at George Fox 
University, Newburg, Oregon.  Early Monday morning we 
flew out of Grand Rapids and were one of the first groups 
to arrive on campus around 2:00 pm.  Over 700 students 
attended this year’s convention from over 50 churches 
across North America.  The main speakers were Rev. Paul 
Murphy and Pastor Rip Pratt.   

The first night we gathered in an outdoor amphitheater 
for  a welcome, worship, and a  inspirational opening 
speech given by Rev. Murphy who introduced this year’s 
theme, “Got Wisdom?”  Psalm 111:10 was the theme verse 
for the week: “The Fear of the LORD is the foundation of 

true wisdom. All who obey His commandments will grow in 
wisdom.”  Each day we attended workshops and sessions 
that expounded on the theme of what it means to fear God, 
and how the actions and thoughts of our daily lives should 
show the true wisdom we have as His children.  

Throughout each day, there were various opportunities for 
fun and relaxation such as sports tournaments (soccer, 
basketball, volleyball, tennis, 5K run), choir, Minute-to-win-
it contest, talent show, etc.  Our own Ron Newhouse came 
in first in the 5K (of the men’s sponsors), and our soccer 
team won first place in the soccer tournament!  Our “day 
away” was white water rafting on the Clackamas River or 
visiting the Portland Aquarium (white water rafting was 
the more popular choice).  It was a very enjoyable time 

for almost everyone….if you were 
in the white water rafting group 
that is.  While the Aquarium was 
not as impressive as we hoped, the 
highlight for that group was stopping 
at Baskin Robbins ice cream on the 
way back to campus.

Before our trip began, we received 
disheartening news that Mr. and Mrs. 
Bronsink were unable to attend due 
to Mr. Bronsink’s health concerns.  
We were all very sad they couldn’t 
come and we missed them dearly 
throughout the week.  However, we 
got to video chat with them a few 
times which was very fun. 

We all feel truly blessed to be a 
part of a church that supports us 
on trips such as these.  We all had 
a great time bonding with one 
another, meeting others from across 
the country, and most importantly, 
growing in our walk with our Savior.  
We learned a lot that week, but one of 
the most inspiring quotes we heard 
from Pastor Murphy was, “The fear of 
the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. 
That begins with a relationship with 
God. Wisdom is to live in the fear of 
God according to the Word of God and 
for the glory of God.”
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Dear Covenant URC family,

As we celebrate another Christmas season and come to the end of another year, we would love 
to send our greeting to our former church family from our family.  We are doing well and have 
adjusted to life in Hudsonville.  It is hard to believe that we have already been here for 3 years!  
We’ve had opportunities to see some of you over the last three years and that is always a joy 
for us.  We recently took our youth group to Covenant for the Praise & Fellowship Evening.  
It warmed our hearts to be back in the church building and to see some familiar faces.  You 
have and always will hold a special place in our hearts.    Allow us to give a brief update on 
our family.  Phil is the pastor of the Cornerstone URC and is doing well.  Brenda continues 
to volunteer at church and also has a housecleaning business.  Rachel is married to Jimmy 
DeStigter and they have a son, Elliot.  They live in Escondido, CA.  Amanda is married to Ryan 
Hall and they have a son, Jansen.  They live in Whittier, CA.  Tanya is married to Jason Sterk 
and they live in Jenison, MI.  Our boys are all living at home with us.  Nicholas is in his second 
year of school at Grand Valley State University and he is studying accounting.  He still enjoys 
hanging out with Ryan Newhouse!  Joseph is a senior at Unity Christian High School and 
plans to go to Grand Valley next year.  Landon is a freshman at Unity Christian.  When we left 
Kalamazoo, Landon was one year old.  Now he is 15.  It is hard to believe that many years have 
gone by. 

We pray for God’s blessing on all of you.  May you be growing in your faith each and every day.

Love, 
Rev. Phil & Brenda Vos 
Nicholas, Joseph & Landon
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