
  

Twice Freed… 

He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death,  

       and burst their bonds apart.  (Psalm 107:14) 
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Wilf & Sharon Bout stop by 

after ministry visits in Mexico 

Last Christmas, a lady came to worship with us at our church.  She 

was from Alabama, and was wondering if I could visit her son 

in the local prison.  He had been deported several years ago and 

then was jailed here for being involved with the wrong crowd. 

 

I first visited him in January, and since then I had been visiting him 

more or less every other week.  We would talk, read a Bible 

passage, and then pray together.  But many times other inmates 

would come and want to talk too.  I never felt quite prepared for 

the questions they would throw at me, but was thankful for the 

many doors the Lord opened. 

 

The prison is a surprising place.  It is like a little city of its own.  It 

has restaurants, a pharmacy, a store, shops, a school, and many 

little churches.  Most inmates work hand-decorating belts which 

are then sold outside.  One man showed me a belt woven with 

silver thread that would sell for hundreds of dollars.  But things 

have not always been so calm.  Several years ago, the prison 

rightly had the reputation of being the worst in Mexico.  Thanks 

to a new director, though, it is much better than it used to be.  

 

A couple of weeks ago, he completed his four year sentence.  I was 

there with his mom and his brother to welcome him.  It was 

quite a joy to be a part of.  Seeing him walk through those doors 

a free man was a beautiful sight.  Since then, we have received 

him in our church, helped him and his mom find an apartment, 

and hope to help him find some work. 
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More beautiful, however, is the work the Lord is doing in him.  He 

expressed to me how thankful he is that God sent him to prison.  “I 

was not on a good path,” he said, “but God stopped me and kept me 

alive and gave me a lot of time to think about what I was doing.”  He 

knows it will be hard, but really wants to serve the Lord and follow 

him.  Twice freed, we trust! 

 

We are thankful for the work the Lord is doing here in Tepic.  You see his 

hand in different forms.  In quiet ways, when someone asks you a 

question, and you realize how the Lord has been working in their life.  

In meals shared with friends, and opportunities to open God’s Word 

together.  In our life as a church, where we can rejoice in God’s 

goodness together.  The Lord is good, and we are thankful.   

 

Thank-you for your prayers for us, of which we are conscious.  Here are 

some items to remember: 

 

 Oswaldo’s foot continues to improve.  He is 

back to full time construction and doing well. 

 

 Please pray for the building committee, and that 

the Lord would provide a place for us to build 

in the downtown area.  We are maxing out our 

little building. 

 

 We have begun new members’ classes with five 

families.  Please pray for those who have 

finished membership classes, but for different 

reasons have decided to put off baptism and 

membership. 

 

 Please continue to pray for the conversion of 

the spouses of several members in the church.   

 

 Hector and Miriam have just gotten married.  

We pray that the Lord would be the center of 

their life together.  We are grateful for the many 

ways the Lord is working in our young people’s 

group, and we pray that the Lord would provide 

godly spouses for them. 

 

Thank-you for your prayers and support. 

 

 Pastor Matt & Anne-Marie Van Dyken 

 
If you would like to support the work, please contact: 

deacons@hopereformedchurch.ca 

Psalm 107:15 
 

Let them thank the 
LORD for his 

steadfast love, 
 for his wondrous 

works to the 
children of man!  

 

 
 

Christmas Program 

One of our highlights every year is our 

Christmas program.  Every age group 

participates: the little kids, the in-

between-kids, the youth group, and the 

adults.  Our choir sang Gloria (a 

round) and O Come Let Us Adore Him 

(in Spanish).  In two parts!  

Considering that most of the people 

did not grow up singing, that is an 

accomplishment! 

 
 

 
 

 


