
  

Going Down to the Sea… 

Psalm 107:23-24 - Some went down to the sea in ships…  

They saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep.   
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For different years now, we have had a father-son camping night 

out on the beach.  This has been a highlight every year especially 

for the male youth.  We generally get eaten alive by mosquitoes, but 

at the same time get to eat fresh crab, coconuts, food from home, 

and the occasional fish.  The crab hunting is the best part of all – 

sort of like whack-a-mole on the beach.  This year we fried them up 

in oil and sea salt and sauce.  A tastier seafood I have never had! 

 

At some point during the too short Friday night, we settle down 

around the fire for a Bible study.  This year, we looked at Psalm 107 

which encourages us to praise and glorify God for his steadfast love 

to us.  As you know, the Psalm tells many stories of how God 

brought wanderers, rebels, sick men, and sailors to himself, to know 

and praise his steadfast love.  It was a memorable to hear and 

encourage one another in the Lord’s goodness to us.   

 

You might be wondering, however, about the ladies.  In fact, that 

has often been the complaint in years past.  (For some reason they 

have never accepted our invitation to come camping and get eaten.)  

What do the ladies do while the men are gone?  This year, however, 

one of the ladies in the church had a wonderful idea.  What about a 

pajama party?  And so the idea was born.  The men would go to the 

beach and get eaten, while the ladies would sit around a cozy 

(chimney) fire and have a pedicure. 

 

In the end, the pedicure never happened.  But our house was filled 

to the brim with ladies and children.  They too enjoyed a Bible 

 

TRIANNUAL NEWSLETTER OF ETERNAL LIFE MISSION TEPIC 
 

A.D. MARCH 2017             fb.com/Vida.Eterna.Tepic 

Tepic, Mexico 
    update 



 

study on Psalm 107, lots of late night fellowship, and tasty food.   The 

comment from many on Sunday was: when can we do this again?   

 

We are so thankful to the Lord for times like these when we can gather 

around his Word, encourage one another, and make memories together.  

Such times are indeed critical for building deep friendships and trust 

together.  We have been through some difficulties lately as a 

congregation, and so the evening was such a blessing and refreshment 

from our gracious God.   

 

You can join us in prayer by remembering the following before our Lord: 

 

 Please pray for two different men in the congregation who are still 

struggling with drug use.  It is easy to give up on such men, but the 

Lord’s patience with us encourages us to press on.   

 

 Please pray for Don Reynaldo and Doña Zenaida, an elderly couple 

who are members in our church.  Don Reynaldo was basically 

kidnapped several months ago by children from 

a former marriage.  Because of his mental 

condition, there is legally nothing that can be 

done.  This has been very hard on him and on 

his wife, as you can imagine. 

 

 Please pray for unity in the congregation.  On 

the one hand, we are thankful for a growing 

Sunday attendance.  On the other hand, we very 

much need the Lord to bind us together in his 

love and grace, so that we might grow together   

– in humility before God and his Word and in 

desire to forgive one another, as God in Christ 

has forgiven us. 

 

 The newest members of our church, Eugenio 

and Liz and their adult son Jair, suddenly had to 

move away to Campeche because of work 

reasons.  They will be sorely missed, both in 

the church as well as in the seminary class. 

 

 Please pray for the upcoming team (April 15-

22).  We have a group of 7 people coming, 

which is a perfect size to work alongside our 

church here.  We are planning something 

different this year – a week long VBS out in a 

neighbourhood where we have worked before. 

 

Thank-you for your prayers and support. 

 Pastor Matt & Anne-Marie Van Dyken. 

 
If you would like to support the work, please contact: 

deacons@hopereformedchurch.ca 

Psalm 107:8-9 
 

Let them thank the 
LORD for his 

steadfast love, for 
his wondrous works 

to the children of 
man!  For he 

satisfies the longing 
soul, and the 

hungry soul he fills 
with good things.   

 

team 2017 

 

Please Pray For Our Team 

 
 Date: April 15-22, 2017 

 Activities:  

 Outreach Bible Day Schools 

 Sports Outreach 

 Tract Distribution 

 
 

 
 

(Picture from a Previous Year) 

 


