
Beginning on May 13, Joseph Sato from Kansas City and I travelled to the South 
Pacific.  We traveled to Bacolod on the west side of the Philippines, to Imus, a 
suburb of Manila, and to Jakarta, Indonesia.  Due to requests from these places, I 
taught my MINTS course on the Heidelberg Catechism at all three locations.    

The MINTS center in Imus interested us.  Some Reformed pastors in the Philip-
pines have received their theological training in North America, but the Zion 
Cornerstone churches concluded that they should oversee the training of their 
own pastors.  So they decided to train pastors within the country.  Since they 
could not recommend any seminary in the Philippines, they decided to use 
MINTS courses to train their emerging pastors.    

The study center meets at the Zion Cornerstone Reformed Church in Imus.  
United Reformed missionary, Rev. Nollie Malabuyo, planted this congregation 
and its sister church in Pasiq, another suburb of Manila.  Since then, another 
congregation has joined their emerging denomination.    

We worshipped with the Imus congregation.  One notable feature of the Imus 
church deeply impressed us.  In the past few years, it has perhaps tripled in size.  
Many new members once belonged to Pentecostal churches, but they found that 
that theology did not sustain them spiritually.  When they learned about 
Reformed theology, they searched for Reformed churches.  With the freedom of 
expression which their former churches taught them, and the biblically-rooted 
convictions which the Reformed Church, by God's grace, instilled in them, 
members of the congregation speak cheerfully about the sovereignty of God and 
the sure salvation which they have in Christ.  The members speak with joy about 
their church and with excitement about their theological school.  It seems to me 
that every biblical congregation has some spiritual qualities which teach some-
thing to the rest of us.  This congregation gives its example of joy as a gospel-
centered church.
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Prayer Requests

Join me in giving thanks for:
•safety while I travelled and 
taught in recent months,
•the power of the gospel which the 
Lord makes evident in faithful 
churches around the world,
•my family's wellbeing while I 
travelled, and
•the faithful support of churches and 
individuals, through whom the Lord 
has always provided what we need 
each month.

Join me in asking the Lord to:
•give me efficiency as I try to bring 
my course on Liberation Theology to 
its conclusion,
•give me effectiveness as I teach 
students online, and
•give me sufficient time to prepare 
for my classes for the next trip.
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The Class in Jakarta, Indonesia. Joseph Sato (3rd from left), Rev Vander Pol (5th from left)



I taught a group of more 
elderly pastors in Bacolod.  
They asked me to come so 
they could learn about 
MINTS and what we may 
offer them.  Another school, 
the Sekolah Tinggi Teologi 
Pokok Anggur (Bible 
school) in Jakarta, already 
has a relationship with 
MINTS; I taught 35 of their 
young adult students.  They 
possess curiosity and 
interest in God's word.

Classes in Rwanda

In February I also taught in Kigali, Rwanda.  I taught a group which has shown 
interest in MINTS.  Various individuals once attended campus Bible studies 
while they studied at the local University.  After they graduated they could not 
find churches which faithfully preached the gospel which they had learned in 
Bible studies.  One by one they found each other and formed an emerging 
church.  They asked me to come to teach my MINTS course on the Doctrine of 
the Church.  They may also form a MINTS center in the future.    

Originally, I had planned to teach in India after Rwanda.  But thirty-six hours 
before I left home the US State Department issued strong warnings against 
traveling to central India.  Due to the election season in India, Maoist terrorists 
had stirred up trouble and threatened especially rural communities in central 
India.  Since I had planned to teach in a rural community in central India, I 
asked the pastor there for his opinion.  He advised me not to come.  So, I 
abbreviated my trip just before it began.    
  
  Future Plans: 
 

I hope in early September to travel to Central Asia and Serbia.  Schools there 
have asked me to teach my course on the Doctrine of Salvation (Soteriology).

         Rev. Allen VanderPol

Financial Support

If you would like to support this 
work financially, please send 
your gifts to the following:  

In the United States:

Write your check out to:

First United Reformed Church
 

Send it to:
  Vander Pol Support Fund
 

  First United Reformed Church
  6159 Riverside Drive
  Chino, CA  91710

In Canada:

Write your check out to:

Covenant Reformed Church
 

Send it to:
  Covenant Reformed Church –          
  Rev. Vander Pol
 

  Covenant Reformed Church of        
  Toronto
  259 Albion Road
  Toronto, ON  M9W 3P1
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