
APRIL 2017  •  PAGE 1

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God.” John 1:12 APRIL 2017

Dehradun, India 
Rev. Steve & Nalini Poelman

My family lives near the Himalayan Mountains, 
the legendary origin of India’s gods. Our city, Deh-
radun, is a mosaic of many ethnic and religious groups, a 
synthesis of Hindu, Muslim, Buddhist, Jain, Christian, Sikh, 
Animist, and Atheistic culture.  Hindu worship blares from 
temples; Muslim calls to prayer claim the same air.  

Living in times of violent fundamentalism, I feel security 
threatened where God wants me to see opportunities.  We 
need to learn to set the needs of our society before God in our 
prayer closet, interceding and asking God to help us make a 
difference in lives of others.  Paul wrote that love is “the most 
excellent way” (1 Cor. 13).  Prayers moved by love can bring 
heaven’s blessings and change lives.  

I teach Apologetics (arguments defending the faith).  But I 
know that the most well-prepared teacher will see no fruit un-
til God answers prayer.  When God does answer prayers lifted 
in love for our ethnic neighbors, even ordinary believers can 
know the joy of leading others to salvation.  

Today, many societies face encroaching spiritual foes.  I 
minister to students from one of the smallest Indian states, 
Tripura.  Refugees from  another nation now dominate their 
state, control the government, and oppress their people.  
What can I say to them?  Yet, in Christ there is eternal hope 
and unending joy.  I encourage them to “seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”  
We remember God’s eternal promises in prayer, thanking him 

for all He has given us in the future through Christ, reminding 
them that “here we have no lasting city, but we are seeking the 
city that is to come.”     

Raising my children in a foreign land with ten thousand voic-
es clamoring to lead them is a challenge, but nothing can 
silence the effectual call of God.  I should pray even for that.  
If the heavenly Father answers prayer with daily bread, what 
of much weightier things?

Dear friend, I hope this word encourages you to pray more ear-
nestly for our society.  These challenging times call us to seri-
ous discipleship.  America may seem hopeless.  But do not 
shrink.  Now we face threats within our nation.  It is a time 
for soul-searching repentance, wholehearted devotion, and fer-
vent prayer.   Start in the prayer room alone before the face of 
God, laying aside toys and entertainments that devour time, 
and asking: “Lord, teach me to pray!”  “He who asks receives, 
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.” 
We know that He is true. We need to pray until we see God 
answer.   Ask God to help you persevere in prayer.  Read some 

good books on prayer.  Let us get serious in prayer 
as every Christian ought to, praying not only for fam-
ily, church, community and nation, but also those 
neglected ethnic groups, that growing population 
of foreigners,  those unreached neighbors and this 
world that belongs to our Lord Jesus.  

Would you commit to pray for one hour every day 
for America, India, or some other place where you 
would like to see God’s power at work in these 
troubling times?  I would love to hear about it!  
Let’s join together in praying for the work of our 
Lord to go forward “even in troubling times.”
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I am saddened and hopeful. The decay of sin breaks 
my heart. It ruins real people, wrecks families and sabotages 
communities. Yet I am hopeful and absolutely convinced that 
only the gospel of Jesus Christ possesses the ultimate power to 
relieve guilty hearts, to rebuild fractured families, and to revive 
crumbling communities.

The Gospel Halts a Muslim-Wanna-Be
“I was about to become a Muslim,” confessed one inmate after a 
recent chapel service. “Several of my buddies are Muslims and 
I was planning to join them, but in my heart of hearts I sensed 
that it was not for me. Your message tonight is what I needed to 
hear. It confirmed my plans to go back to Jesus.” The message 
that night set forth Jesus’ commanding authority over the 
seductive temptation to grab global power by worshiping Satan 
(Luke 4:5-8). 

A Student’s Note of Encouragement
After teaching the other day a student handed me this note on 
his way out of the classroom:  

“I want to take this opportunity to express my appreciation 
for the kindness afforded me through the school. I realize 
the great investment made by the Christians who have given 
sacrificially to support this ministry. The leadership of Divine 
Hope is to be commended for their vision to educate and 
enlighten men who are imprisoned but have a heart for the 
things of God.

Please relay our gratitude to the supporters for their gracious 
love and kindness expressed ….Thank you for your service 
in providing us the privilege to learn more of God’s word and 
grow in our Christian faith. I personally find this school to be a 
haven of encouragement, peace, and hope.”

Our Campuses
At the Danville Correctional Center our advanced students take 
turns leading the monthly chapel services. Our newer students 
are learning church history through various Christian biographies.
Men at the Westville Correctional Facility are treasuring Jesus 

Christ as their only 
comfort in life and 
in death. All eleven 
students have 
memorized the 
full answer to Q. 1 
of the Heidelberg 
Catechism. They are 
also learning how 
to change biblically 
by identifying 
their heart sins, 
relying on Christ’s 
forgiveness, and 
living in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

At the maximum-security prison in Michigan City, IN our 
students are learning that God governs in the affairs of men by 
studying the history surrounding the Babylonian Exile and the 
Jews’ return to the promised land.

The women at the correctional facility in Rockville, IN are learning 
to be godly mothers in order to reconnect with their families. 
At their Friday night Bible study, they are working their way 
through Lies Women Believe by Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth. We 
are grateful for female volunteers from Chicago area churches 
who share in this ministry.

All in all, we disciple about 100 inmates with four instructors 
(including one volunteer) in four prisons across two states.

Please Pray with Us
• Pray that our students would develop a Christ-centered unity. 

Racism seems to intensify behind bars. Pray for the gospel to 
bring genuine peace.

• Pray for the families of our students. Even in the best of 
situations family relationships are strained when one of them 
goes to prison.

• Pray for the safety and effectiveness of our faculty. Each one 
travels about 500 miles (800 km) per week to bring God’s 
Word to dark places.
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Pastor Anema can be reached at: kranema3@gmail.com
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