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Spring was in full bloom at the beautiful and 
spacious Bonclarken Conference grounds in 
Flat Rock, North Carolina. This was the location of 
the 2019 URCNA Missions and Pastor’s Conference held March 25-
28. Numbered among the 150 registrants were forty-eight pastors’ 
wives, ten seminarians, and twenty young people and children.

The theme of the 2019 Conference was One God, One Church, One 
Mission: Striving Side by Side to Fulfill Our God Given Calling. On Mon-
day night, Dr. Tony Curto, a former OPC foreign missionary who now 
serves as Associate Professor of Theology at Greenville Presbyte-
rian Seminary, kicked off the Conference with an inspiring message 
based on Ephesians 4:4-5. He spoke on the importance of Christ’s 
church working together in our missionary endeavors.

Monday’s opening session included group singing and an ice-break-
er/mixer game led by Rev. Brian Cochran. Tuesday morning began 
with a delicious breakfast served in the Bonclarken dining hall. The 
meals for the entire week were excellent and even featured grits, a 
genuine Southern specialty. Rev. Rick Kuiken then spoke on Things 
I Wished They had Taught Me in Seminary. It was a wonderful time of 
personal reflection of 35 years in the pastoral ministry at Pompton 
Plains Reformed Bible Church.

Rev. Kuiken also used Acts 1 and related passages as the basis for 
his talk on: Motivating Your Church to be More Mission-Minded. It was 
a timely reminder of the world-shaking power behind missions and 
of the ways God uses us to spread the Good News of the Gospel. On 
Tuesday afternoon, Margaret Kuiken led a women’s breakout ses-
sion entitled Balancing Time with Eternity. 

Breakout sessions on Tuesday 
and Wednesday also included 
Rev. Zac Wyse’s Practical Steps 
for Church Planting. Peter Wright 
presented a session on Taking the 
Gospel to your Community; and 
Rev. Jeff De Boer spoke on Mis-
sional Ecclesiology Applied. Rev. 
De Boer suggested ideas like 
calling a second pastor and des-
ignating a certain percentage of the 
pastor’s time each week to commu-
nity outreach and discipleship in or-
der to expand the ministry of the local 
church to reach the unconverted. 

Rev. De Boer also led a Main Session 
presentation entitled Healthy Churches 
Planting Churches. Rev. Al Bezuyen spoke on Addiction in the Church. 
He shared his personal struggle with alcohol addiction and the sub-
sequent recovery. It served as a cautionary tale of how easy it is to 
fall prey to sinful addictions – even to the addiction of over-working 
in the ministry and to the sinful pride of “wanting to do it all.” His 
presentation was a personal testimony to the life-changing, all-pow-
erful grace and forgiveness of God that rescued him from the grip of 
habitual sin and restored him to the Gospel ministry.          

One more unforgettable aspect of this conference was the unify-
ing fellowship.  From the time the attendees entered the doors to 
register, to the time they said good bye, the refreshing comraderie 
was palpable. Attendees divided into small prayer groups twice 

daily. They made very good use of the sports facilities.  The hugs 
were hearty, the singing was soaring, the discussions were hon-
est.  Everyone went home praising God for His merciful work in 
and among us.  
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Videos of most sessions 
will be available soon at 
urcnamissions.org

SAVE THE DATE! 
The next conference is 
slated for March 22-25, 2021 
at Bonclarken Conference 
Centre, NC.  

The new URCNA Missions Committee
Prayer sessions

Bonclarken



Costa Rica and Latin American Missions 

We all recognize that we live in a day of the “instanta-
neous”.  When it comes to servicing printing presses or 
our vehicles, fast service is great!  But when it comes to 
God’s call to missions, there are other values we must 
embrace.  The term (and the concept) of “persevering” is 
central to the Christian life and mission in this world.  I 
am preaching through Revelation, and the whole book is 
written to give the Christian church different “spectacles” 
with which to view history, affliction, persecution and the 
future.  And the message is: “Be faithful, even to the point 
of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. (Message 
written to the church in Smyrna, Rev. 2:10).  

In the world of the instantaneous, we easily get ‘bored’ with 
plodding along, and this boredom can keep us from perceiving 
the wonderful work that God is doing in this world.  As people 
come to faith one by one, ‘slowly’ (it seems to us, but ‘quickly’ in 
the light of eternity!), as children are born into homes that NOW 
will raise them under the instruction of the Word, as Christian 
schools solidify their curriculum under Christ’s law and glory, as 
thousands of confessional, Reformed books get sent out every 
year - how can we afford to be bored!  All this is absolutely glori-
ous - because it is the fulfillment of Christ’s war cry:  “I will build 
my Church and the gates of hell will not prevail against her!” 

In Costa Rica we are ANYTHING but bored!  The Lord continues 
to place just a little bit more than we can handle comfortably in 
our lap - just so we don’t get lazy!  God has blessed the Pacto 
de Gracia congregation with new members, two new baby boys, 

adult baptisms, 
and a tremen-
dously encourag-
ing youth group 
that is serious 
about its faith 
(presently study-
ing the Canons 
of Dordt), and in-
volved already in 
serving the Lord 
in many ways.  

The Christian school is having a wonderful year so far (school 
year started in February), with 215 students, and a great teach-
ers’ team that is dedicated to presenting the centrality of Christ 
in every subject.  Our “Farel Seminary” continues a steady sched-
ule of two courses a week, and I will presently teach a course 
on OT hermeneutics, showing how Christ’s presence permeates 
the entire OT. And the conferences and literature sponsored by 
CLIR maintains a steady rhythm, with some countries asking for 
more and more books.  Recently Chile seems to be experiencing 
a “Reformed reformation”, as we ship boxes and boxes of books 
there.  Praise the Lord.

Please thank the Lord with us for His grace and mercy in calling 
us to His service.  We wish to thank all who pray and give so that 
the Costa Rica ministry may continue forward.  And let us perse-
vere as fellow laborers of Christ in this world.  The victory is won!   

Rev. Bill & Aletha Green
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San Jose, Costa Rica
Rev. Bill & Aletha Green



Greetings from Chicago Heights, Illinois! 
So far, this has been a special year for our family and church 
family. My eldest daughter, Evangeline Sernas, publicly pro-
fessed her faith during a joint bilingual evening service with 
Faith URC (Beecher, IL). The service was held at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Chicago Heights where El Pacto 
meets on Sundays. We praise God for His work in her life. 
This year I will continue to meet with couples who are pur-
suing membership or have expressed an interest in mem-
bership. Please pray for Dave and Ivone Arsenault and 
Samuel and Reyna Cuevas. In the next few weeks, Dave 
and Ivone will have their membership interview with Faith 
URC’s consistory.

Throughout the year, we continue to do outreach and evan-
gelism in the Hispanic community. On Tuesdays, our Eng-
lish class uses the Bible League curriculum which teaches 
conversational English, basic grammar and vocabulary. On 
Fridays, our Bible study is focusing on the 10 commandments us-
ing the Heidelberg catechism. In addition, we are planning other 
outreaches for the summer. In May, we are planning a community 
breakfast in downtown Chicago Heights. From June to August, 
we are planning a monthly outreach picnic at Jirtle Park (located 
in a Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago Heights). This will be the 
first time that El Pacto has organized such events. Please pray 
the Lord would grant El Pacto the wisdom, resources, and vol-
unteers to organize our summer evangelism events. We want to 
meet our Hispanic neighbors, invite them to church, share Chris-
tian literature and make new friends.

In terms of our regular Sun-
day worship service, I re-
cently finished a sermon 
series on the Book of Rev-
elation and started a se-
ries on the Psalms. With 
regards to Sunday School, 
I am teaching the Belgic 
Confession for adult Sunday 
School. Our older children’s 
catechism class is using 
Christ’s Living Church (Life 
in Christ curriculum). Our 
younger children’s class is 
learning about Jesus using 
the curriculum from Great 
Commissions Publications.

We are thankful for your support throughout the year. On March 
2nd, we hosted our annual fundraising event, the Bean Bag tour-
nament, at Woldhuis Farms/Sunrise Greenhouse in Grant Park, 
IL. We are thankful for everyone who organized the event, and 
everyone from the local URC’s in attendance. Praise God for the 
wonderful turnout! We are also so grateful for all of our volunteers 
(Sunday School teachers, musical accompanists, English teacher 
and Spanish-speaking seminarians from Mid-America Reformed 
Seminary who help us with pulpit supply). Of course, we are most 
grateful to our missionary God who provides for all of the needs 
of the ministry. 

Soli Deo Gloria!
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Chicago Heights, IN
Rev. Ruben & Leah Sernas

Sernas family

El Pacto men

El Pacto Adult Sunday School


