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Love = Mentoring 

Through the years as a church planter and evangelist 
in Niagara Falls, I have grown in my understanding of 
the importance of discipleship.  I have come to see 
that those who come from an unchurched background 
need regular contact with mature Christians who can 
help them navigate the Christian life in this broken 
world.   Many of my days are now spent visiting with 
people who have come to faith but still need a lot of 
one on one attention to deal with their questions and 
to come to clearer understanding of what it means 
to live for the Lord within their family and friend rela-
tionships.  In these visits I try to divide the time between talking 
about their week and any struggles they might have had and de-
votional times.  We pray about things in their lives and then do a 
Bible study.  It has been great to see some of the people I have 
mentored start to mentor others.  

Since we have been blessed with more people coming to the 
church plant in the last year, it is a great blessing that we have 
a group of mature men and women to help out with disciplin-
ing/mentoring new believers.  To gain these relationships means 
spending time with the person so that they develop trust in you.  
Discipling/mentoring others also often means long hours on the 
phone or at a coffee shop when the new believer has some rela-

tionship or moral 
issue to deal with.  
All in all, it means a 
willingness to sac-
rifice time for the 
spiritual growth 
of others and ul-
timately for the 
Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ.  But in sac-
rificing this time for 
others and Christ’s 
Kingdom many 

have experienced the growth of their own faith and in their joy of 
salvation.  It is also true that with mentoring others comes heart-
aches and mental exhaustion.  Often people who are discipled 
take 2 steps forward, then 3 steps backward before taking an-
other 2 steps forward in their walk with the Lord.  At other times 
the person you have mentored moves away or shows they are 
no longer interested in the Christian faith.  Thankfully, we have a 
God who is able to sustain us in the midst of these heartaches 
and setbacks.  

In these past months we have seen a few people, who had pre-
viously wandered from the faith come to church services or to 
Bible studies at the River of Life and receive individual disciple-
ship from members of the church.  It has been great to see these 
individuals growing in their faith.  But it is also wonderful to see 
the church community taking them in with mentoring love.  

Since our church community is growing slowly, it was a bless-
ing that we could ordain another elder this past fall and another 
deacon this past spring to serve in our midst.  

We are seeing and feeling that our present location where we 
worship and minister from is too small.  Please pray that we 
would soon find a suitable place to continue ministering in the 
community.  Also pray that those who come to us would not 
only sit under the preached gospel but receive continuing men-
toring love.

Pastor Bultje can be reached at: rybultje@gmail.com

Niagara Falls, ON, CA
Pastor Rich & Yuk Yung Bultje

Ladies at our Wednesday afternoon open house.  Here much mentoring 

and relationship building is done over sewing and knitting.

Mentoring over a cup of coffee with our oldest member, Elsa Riely.



Greetings from the saints of Luz 
de Vida in Quito, Ecuador!

We are enjoying our summer season here in Quito 
with much sunshine and cool winds. Evenings, 
as strange as it may sound to North American 
readers, gets cold for our standards. We are right 
on the equator so our weather remains pretty much 
the same all throughout the year. But we do have 
some exciting news. The work the Lord has done 
among our people is not as boring as our weather.  

The big news is that we decided to close our 
preaching point in Cumbayá, located in a valley 
about 12 km from the city of Quito, in order to 
merge it with our main congregation in the city. 

The Lord had blessed that preaching point, which started from 
scratch about two years ago, gathering a group of about thirty 
people. The issue was that we lacked enough officials in order to 
minister well these new brothers and sisters. We never thought it 
would grow as fast. We had no other option than to ask them to 
join the Church in Quito.  And they did. Now we have one single 
congregation of something around eighty-five people attending 
every Sunday to our services. We have five catechism and Sunday 
School groups and a number of people taking our basic and 

membership courses. 
We are humbled and 
grateful for having this 
opportunity to serve. 

Some people have 
asked us what is it that 
we have done in order 
to have such growth. 
Quite honestly, we just 
try to preach the Word 
faithfully, explaining the 
text and applying it to 
real current situations, 
trusting in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. We have 
Catechetical preaching, 

pastoral visitation, mid-week Bible studies. But it has been the 
Lord who has given the increase. 

He has used the very people he has called in order to reach 
out. We do not have any special program or strategy, other than 
reminding ourselves what Christ has done for us, who we are 
in him and who we are called to be in the world. In this way, we 
try to equip every member of Luz de Vida to see themselves as 
instruments for the advancement of the gospel. Many of the 

people who join are friends, neighbors, family, or co-
workers of some other member.

Lest I give the wrong impression, I would like to clarify 
that the road has not been easy. We have had periods 
when we have felt stuck, afternoon services with very 
few people present, difficult and sad discipline issues 
to deal with, loss of loved ones, among many other 
challenges. Yet, we have been encouraged by God´s 
grace and providence.

If you want to know more about our ministry, do not 
hesitate to contact us: 

Rev. Pablo Landázuri
pablo.landazuri@hotmail.com
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Quito, Ecuador
Rev. Pablo & Verenice Landázuri


