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Reaching the Lost, Discipling the Found

Divine Hope is more like a discipling center than a seminary. 
We evangelize, disciple, and train our students to delight in 
Jesus Christ so that they might glorify God and bless those 
around them. Some students have known the Christian faith 
since their childhood, while others are meeting Jesus for the 
first time. Over the years we have had Muslims, Jews, and 
others who are simply curious about the Christian faith, but 
most of our students would say they are Christians. For some 
it is just a name, but many others are serious about growing in 
their knowledge of the Bible and conforming to the likeness of 
Jesus as their Master.

As a seminary, we structure our courses like a school with se-
mesters and a curriculum designed to meet the needs of our 
students. Nathan Brummel primarily teaches the systematic 
theology classes, Paul Ipema the ministerial/counseling class-
es, and I the Old Testament classes. The instructor for the New 
Testament and Church History courses depends on which pro-
fessor is available for that semester. John Hamstra, a fulltime 
volunteer, teaches a variety of classes – mostly in Spanish. Rev. 
Brett Mahlen is on loan to us from the Covenant Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church in Orland Park, IL and heads up a study center 
at Statesville.

Here is a glimpse of my 
participation in the cur-
riculum. Through six 
courses the students 
read the entirety of the 
Old Testament to dis-
cover “that the Christ 
should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the 
dead, and that repen-
tance and forgiveness 
of sins should be pro-
claimed in his name to all 
nations” (Luke 24:46-47). 

• The first four courses cover the history from Genesis through 
the intertestamental period. Along the way we study the 
prophetic books in connection with their respective time 
periods. It is deeply satisfying to watch their minds brighten 
when they begin to realize that the Bible weaves together a 
unified message of God’s glory in salvation. 

•  In the fifth course, students encounter the sovereignty of 
God as the only comforting answer to human suffering (Job); 
they gain anecdotes of Wisdom for developing a fear of the 
Lord for parenting, work, friendships, and family living (Prov-
erbs); they cultivate a hopeful approach for living in a seem-
ingly purposeless world (Ecclesiastes); and they discover the 
godly attitudes of marriage in order to value the perfect love 
of Christ for His Bride (Song of Solomon). 

• The last Old Testament course explores the book of Psalms 
as a trustworthy guide to pray and sing about Jesus, with 
Jesus, and to Jesus.

The Old Testament truly is His story – His holy justice demands 
satisfaction; His steadfast love embraces ruined sinners. Divine 
Hope aims to reach the lost and disciple the found.

Rev. Anema can be reached at: kranema3@gmail.com
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news...”  Is. 52:7 FEBRUARY 2019



Papua New Guinea
Rev. Melvin Dotinga, MINTS

MINTS Missionary
In Acts 16 the Apostle Paul receives a vision of a man from 
Macedonia pleading for Paul to come and help them.  I have not 
had a vision like Paul did, but there are a number of people who 
are asking for help in equipping the saints with the Word of God 
in the region of the South Pacific and South East Asia.    My name 
is Rev. Melvin Dotinga, and I have been called by the Lynden URC 
to serve as a missionary with MINTS International Seminary in 
the country of Papua New Guinea (also called PNG) as well as 
Indonesia.   I have served in this region of the world before, work-
ing many years ago with an organization named Pacific Island 
Ministries, working first as a single man and later with my family 
as well.

One of the organizations calling for help is the Reformed Church-
es Bible College, a school located in Papua New Guinea’s capital  
city of Port Moresby.   Rev Cornelis Kleyn, a missionary at the 
Bible school, recently wrote a letter to the Lynden URC congre-
gation encouraging them to send me to help them.  He felt my 
previous experience in PNG and my knowledge of the Melanesian 
Pidgin English language would prove very valuable for the school.  
Rev. Kleyn concluded his letter by encouraging the congregation 
“to send brother Melvin out as an ordained pastor here to PNG 
to come and help us.  The need is great and there is so little 

man power.” I will be over-
seas teaching and preach-
ing about 4 months of the 
year and in the U.S. about 8 
months writing courses and 
developing materials to be 
used to educate and equip 
people in God’s Word. 

Still another person who 
needs help is Norlan De-
Groot, the South East Asia 

Area Coordinator for MINTS, and Norlan has asked me to help 
him develop MINTS work in Indonesia.  The door is open right 
now in Indonesia, and believers are crying out that they want to 
be better equipped in the Word of God.  Some are just starting to 
be exposed to the Reformed perspective, and they are eager to 
learn more.  It is similar to the story of Apollos in Acts 18.  Apol-
los knew something about Jesus, but Aquilla and Priscilla needed 
to take him aside and nurture and shepherd him so that he could 
handle the Word of God more accurately.  These brothers in Christ 
are asking to have their church members be better equipped in 
the Word so that then they can go and spread the gospel all over 
Indonesia.

Some of our Lord’s last words to His disciples before He ascended 
into heaven were a command that they should be His witnesses 

in Jerusalem and all Judea 
and Samaria and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.  I 
count it a privilege and honor 
that our Lord and King has 
called me to serve Him in this 
way and to spread the good 
news of the gospel to the 
ends of the earth. Pictured 
are Christian leaders from 
both Papua New Guinea and 
Indonesia who are hungry 
to be better equipped in the 
Word of God. 
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What do I mean by this question? Let me 
be clear about what I do not mean. I do not 
mean, “Does your church support missions and missionaries?” 
Nor do I mean, ”Does your church engage in evangelistic ac-
tivities (prison ministry, VBS, Nursing Home, etc.)?” Neither do 
I mean, “Does your church have a mission’s emphasis week or 
missionary visits?”

Rather what I mean by being “on mission” with the Lord is 
whether or not God’s mission is your reason for being? Does His 
mission govern the entirety of the Church’s activity, infrastruc-
ture, and life? It certainly should. Why? The Church needs to be 
on mission because God Himself is on a mission. Allow me to 
explain.

It all begins with who God is. The God of the Bible is a mission-
ary God. This is clearly seen in the most well-known verse of 
the Bible, John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” God the Father’s heart beats with missionary pas-
sion, as does His Son’s heart. Note how often Jesus Himself 
describes why it is that He came into the world: “to seek and to 
save the lost”, “to bring sinners to repentance”, and many other 
similar verses. So both God the Father and God the Son are self-
described as missionary in nature. This is no less the case with 
God the Holy Spirit. Jesus, in John 20, says “As the Father has 
sent me, even so am I sending you.” When He had said this, He 
breathed on the disciples and said “Receive the Holy Spirit.” So 
the Father and the Son sent the Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
to equip, empower, and enable the Church to be a missionary 
Church. This is what we are to be. God is on a mission and com-
missions His Church to join Him on it. 

God’s mission is to be our raison det’re, our reason for being. 
What is that to look like in real terms? Missions and evangelism 
ought not to be merely a line item on the budget, nor one among 
many tasks of the Church. Rather, it is to be integrated into the 
entirety of the Church so that all serve God’s mission. Every-
thing from worship, to Council and committee meetings, to the 
budget to the culture of the Church is to be conformed to serve 
God’s mission. This will take thought, prayer, and willingness to 
reform according to the mission. 

For example, is thought given to whether or not your Church 
welcomes “outsiders”? Is the worship service accessible to 
them? Are they addressed as part of the audience? I am not 
advocating ‘seeker services,’ but simply proposing that we wor-
ship keeping in mind that outsiders or unbelievers need to hear 
and engage in the service.

Is your Church cultivating a culture of evangelism where you 
pray for, discuss, and assist the membership to reach the lost 
in your social circles?

For a free booklet: “A Humble Effort to Promote Local Evangelism,” 
go to urcnamissions.org under Resources.  

Paul Murphy is a church planting pastor in NYC and serves on the 
URCNA Missions Committee.  He can be reached at 
pastormurphy@mac.com.
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Is Your Chuch “On Mission” with the Lord?
Rev. Paul T. Murphy, Hell’s Kitchen, NYC

Welcome to the new extended version of the Trumpet!  
Starting this month we will begin to regularly include articles on mission-related topics.  
This month Rev. Paul Murphy, church-planter in NYC, has written an article entitled “Is 
your church “on mission” with the Lord?”


