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Background 
After serving Christ URC in Santee, CA for 15 
years, I was called to the mission field in Milan, 
Italy, to minister to the congregation of Chiesa 
Riformata Filadelfia, the church that Rev. Andrea 
Ferrari served for many years before being called 
to plant a new work in Perugia (central Italy).
 
After I was installed as a missionary by Escon-
dido URC, we, along with our youngest son Iain, 
arrived in country on November 21, 2018. 

The Need
Milan is a city of over 3,000,000 people and locat-
ed in Italy’s most populated region, Lombardy. It 
is an industrial town where Italians move to find 
work. Like the rest of the country, less than 1% 
of its citizens identify as Protestant. Although 
the Reformation thrived here during the early six-
teenth century, it died a swift death at the hands 
of the Roman Inquisition in the 1540s. Our desire 
is to make disciples of Jesus once again in this great city. Al-
though Chiesa Riformata Filadelfia has been around a while, it is 
still very small in number with great opportunity for growth. 

Update 
Although the transition has not been easy, we are thrilled to 
serve here. By God’s grace, the gospel is being preached, servic-
es are well attended, the people are learning the catechism, and 
the congregation is filled with joy. We love visiting and spend-

ing time with members of 
the congregation, bonding to-
gether as the family of Christ. 

Janie and I have also found 
that our lives are filled with 
new opportunities to share 
the good news of Jesus with 
unbelievers. We meet people 
every day in the neighborhood 
who ask us why an American 
family would leave beautiful 

San Diego to move to Milan. 
What an open door for the 
gospel the Lord has provided 
to us! For this reason, we love 
to get out into the community 
as much as possible. The Lord 
has given us a full heart for the 
Italian people. 

The Challenge
As any foreign missionary will tell you, learning to preach, teach 
and communicate in a second language is a daunting task. Like-
wise, learning to adapt to a new culture can be difficult, espe-
cially while we have grown children back in the States. We have 
found that these challenges force us to our knees daily, asking 
God for his mercy and grace. We are comforted to know that the 
results of the mission are ultimately God’s responsibility. My re-
sponsibility, rather, is to preach, teach and tend the flock while 

depending on the power of the Word and Spirit. As Paul 
said, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but 
only God who gives the growth” (1 Cor. 3:6-7). 

THANK YOU for your prayers and support! Please continue 
to pray that the Lord would make his power perfect in our 
weakness and that Christ would be made known in Milan!  

You can email Rev. Brown at: mgbrown1543@gmail.com

Milan, Italy
Rev. Michael & Janie Brown



Ministry within the Military

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

We just finished a move this winter from Fort Campbell, Kentucky, 
to Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  We were blessed to be able to live 
at Fort Campbell for five years, which is an extremely long time 
for a chaplain to stay on one base.    

Last fall, the Army saw fit to promote me from a captain to a 
major, which also prompted a move soon thereafter.   With the 
new rank I have new duties as a chaplain.  I am excited to cur-
rently be attending a graduate program for pastoral counseling 
at Fort Bragg.  For the next twelve months, my primary roles are 
to provide pastoral counseling to soldiers during the day and 
take classes at Webster University in the evenings.  
    
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, is the world’s largest military installa-
tion, with a population of 50,000 soldiers.   The Family Life Coun-
seling Center where I work ministers to this population, providing 
over 5,000 counseling hours per year. 

The greatest joy in this ministry thus far is witnessing God’s 
grace at work in the lives of families and marriages.  Already in 
the first few months of the program, I have seen couples on the 

verge of divorce finding 
healing and hope in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ 
and in their marriage.   
Within months, prayers 
for assistance in their 
marriage are followed 
by prayers of thanks-
giving for the work God 
is doing in their lives.  

Upon graduation from 
this program next sum-
mer, the Army will reas-
sign me to another mili-
tary installation, where 

I will oversee the Family Life center located there.  In addition 
to providing pastoral counseling, I will also assist and train the 
junior chaplains in providing pastoral counseling to the soldiers 
and families assigned to their units.  

I am thankful for the Lord’s provision in this current and upcom-
ing assignment.  First, it keeps me in direct contact with soldiers 
and their families, creating many opportunities to proclaim the 
gospel and be a witness of the hope that is found in Jesus Christ.  

Secondly, it temporarily removes me from the rotation-
al deployments that I have been on over the past few 
years, providing some stability for our family.

Please pray that the Lord would give me wisdom and 
discernment as I complete this schooling in the univer-
sity.  Pray also for the Holy Spirit’s work in the hearts of 
the soldiers and their families that come for pastoral 
counseling. We thank you again for your prayers and 
your partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

In Christ, 
Rev. Andrew Spriensma
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US Army Chaplain
Rev. Andrew & Michelle Spriensma


