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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
After 35 years of having had the honor and privilege of 
serving as the Senior Pastor of the Pompton Plains Re-
formed Bible Church, my wife, Margaret, and I moved to 
East Stroudsburg, PA, on January 12 of this year, having 
been commissioned by PPRBC and supported by classis 
eastern U.S. of the URCNA to serve as church-planters at 
the newly forming Pocono Reformed Bible Church!

After nearly one year of meeting monthly with our two 
dozen core group members to study the Sacred Scriptures 
concerning the several key elements of our mission and 
vision statements, I spent the first several weeks of 2019 
leading our core group through an in-depth study of the exceed-
ingly comforting and evangelistically encouraging Canons of 
Dort.  Subsequently, as of April 7, 2019, we began meeting in 
corporate worship in a room which we are renting at the Huddle 
House, a restaurant attached to a Days Inn just off of Route 80 
in the Delaware Water Gap area of Pennsylvania. 

While realizing that folks in PA seem especially open to talking 
about their “faith and their family”, Margaret and I have already 
had dozens of providentially provided opportunities to meet and 
befriend folks, to invite them to worship, and to offer to them my 
“pastoral care and services” as they may have need or desire.

 
For example, just a few weeks ago the 
Pocono Record contained an article 
entitled, “Coffee with a Cop”.  When 
we realized that there was such a 
gathering that very morning at a local 

McDonald’s restaurant, off I went where I met several Pennsylva-
nia state troopers, invited them to worship, and offered them and 
their families my “pastoral services” for which they seemed both 
surprised and grateful!

Similarly, Margaret recently returned home from the local Weiss 
grocery store having had still another “classic PA conversation”.  
When an early 30’s stock-boy struck up a conversation with her 
about Easter, Margaret mentioned that she was “really look-
ing forward to celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ!” 
This young man went on to share that he, too, was a Christian 
but also a former Satanist ... and rolling up his shirt sleeve he 
showed Margaret what he called “blood dagger marks” on his 
arm.  When he mentioned that he doesn’t have a local church 

home, Margaret prayerfully targeted him with 
an “Invitation to Worship”! 

Well, dear friends, I could go on, but please pray 
for Vince as well as for numerous others with 
whom we have personally shared the Gospel 
and invited to worship so that disciples of Christ 
would be made, God would be glorified, and His 
Church would increase!

Sincerely in His Service,

Rev. Rich and Margaret Kuiken
Pastor Kuiken can be reached at:
revkuiken@optonline.net   

Delaware Water Gap, PA
Rev. Rich & Margaret Kuiken

Rich & Margaret Kuiken

Coffee Shop

Videos from the URCNA Pastors & Missions Conference 
are now available at urcnamissions.org



The brothers and sisters of the Gig Harbor 
United Reformed Church plant would like to 
introduce ourselves to the congregations of 
the URC!  We thank God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ 
for blessing this work in our community where the Gospel of our 
Savior is now proclaimed weekly.  

Gig Harbor is an old fishing town in western Washington that 
is part of the post-Christian Seattle-Tacoma metropolitan area.  
Despite rapid population growth over the past 20 years, faith-
ful Reformed churches have been non-existent on the peninsula 
where Gig Harbor is located.

In the summer of 2017 several families began meeting with the 
hope of seeing a warm, confessional reformed church founded.  
While attending Classis Pacific Northwest in October 2017 we 
met several members of the Lynden URC council and began on-
going conversations. We requested the Lynden URC assist us 
with this effort in May 2018, and the Consistory accepted our re-
quest the following month. Reverends Mark Stromberg and Mark 
Vander Pol began making the 300 mile round-trip two times per 
month to lead a study on the basics of Reformed theology begin-
ning in September 2018.  

As the introductory study concluded, we had an established core 
of six households. The Lynden URC Consistory began calling 
Lord’s Day services on March 10, 2019.  We have been blessed 
to have pulpit supply from the Western Washington URCs of Lyn-
den, Bellingham, and Burlington as well as one OPC church for 
which we are tremendously grateful.  

We are thankful for the congregation of Lynden URC and for their 
generous gifts of time, prayer, teaching and consistent encour-

agement to us, as well as supplying us with copies of the new 
Trinity Psalter Hymnal and Forms and Prayers.  These two volumes 
have been a great help as we recover the singing of the Psalms, 
and the confessing of our faith. 

We have been amazed to see the Spirit bringing visitors to our 
congregation through friends and family connections of other 
URCNA members from California, Montana, and Iowa. Through 
all these means, God has continued to bless us.  We have grown 
to an average weekly attendance of over 30 people with frequent 
new visitors. The Lord also has provided a wonderful rental meet-
ing facility and our initial financial needs.

We earnestly desire to grow to a point where we are a congre-
gation with a clear identity as a doctrinally sound, committed 
confessional Reformed church that radiates Christian love 
and warmth. 

Learn more about us at www.gigharborurc.org and follow us on 
social media @gigharborurc.   

MAY 2019  •  PAGE 2

Gig Harbor, WA

First service

Sunday night livestreamKick-off meeting



We are grateful that the Lord has been guid-
ing people through Bible studies to baptism! One 
young woman, from a Sikh family, received baptism this past 
November.  It’s heartwarming to see her joy in Christ as our 
newest member and her desire to walk consistently in the 
ways of the Lord. 

We are looking forward to several more adult baptisms in the 
near future, God willing. One of these is of a single lady from 
Iran.  English is a new language for her.  She has renounced 
Islam and now embraces Christ as Savior and Lord.   A cou-
ple members of her extended family are admitting the im-
pact of the gospel in their lives and are saying, “God is work-
ing!” and “We see such calmness, peace and joy in her!”  As 
they translate from English into Persian for her, they are also 
hearing teaching from the gospel and exclaiming, “Wow!”

Recently, another couple with whom we have been doing Bible in-
struction for almost a year, has expressed their desire to receive 
baptism as a family and to become members. They are from Guy-
ana and the Philippines and they have a two-year old son.  They 
are regularly worshipping with us and are now introducing other 
family members to the gospel.  

In the midst of other challenges and an ongoing church disci-
pline case, we take great joy in witnessing the fruit of preaching 
and teaching the gospel.  It’s normal to spend two to three hours 

a week per person or 
family in Bible instruc-
tion and discipling.  
Ongoing study and 
discipleship continues 
after baptism.

At the same time our 
congregation is seeing 
that the promises of 
Christ belong to believ-
ers and their children.  
We witnessed the bap-
tism of a three-week 
old baby this past No-
vember born to one of 
our families.   ‘Baby 

baptism’ is new for many.   With new believers, we teach a lot 
from the Book of Genesis as it lays the foundation for covenant, 
family and church.  It’s a great blessing not only to hear, but also 
to see the covenant sign and seal on the children of believers.

Since our move into a new location last July, we have seen some 
unexpected changes. One of these changes includes a growing 
ethnically-diverse congregation.   While our focus and our neigh-
borhood is predominantly South Asian, the Lord is leading others 
to embrace Christ by faith and bringing them into His fold. 

We are thankful that our call-
ing church, Covenant Christian 
Church (URC) of Wyoming, On-
tario may share in these joys 
with us!  Please pray for the new 
believers, for us as a congrega-
tion, for wisdom as elders and 
also that the Lord may continue 
to raise up leaders among us.  

In His Service, 

Rev Tony and Arley-Ann Zekveld
Pastor Zekveld can be reached at: 
tzekveld@primus.ca
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Toronto, Canada
Rev. Tony & Arley-Anne Zekveld

A convert to Christ

Food and fellowship on SundayBaptism of youngest member


