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“‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Matt. 9:13 MAY 2017

The Reformation in Columbia
MINTS - Rev. Neal and Sandy Hegeman

As an international URCNA missionary, I visit at least 
9 -10 countries a year in order to teach the Bible, Reformed 
doctrine, ministry skills, and encourage students and teach-
ers to write courses. I have been visiting Columbia since 1999. 
In 2002, when we first started MINTS in Columbia, I could not 
make it out of the airport in Bogota due to civil unrest in the 
streets and I had to fly to the next country. I returned three 
months later to start the first MINTS study center in Villavicen-
cio with the Iglesia Betania de la Reforma. Since 2002, we have 
worked with six denominations and graduated more than 450 
students in our theological training program. There are three 
doctoral candidates who have written more than 15 books and 
our master level students have completed 24 Bible commen-
taries as well as other thesis materials. MINTS has helped Re-
formed and Presbyterian church planters train their leadership 
in over 50 churches and our materials are used in several Co-
lumbian seminaries and a missionary training center.

The first Protestants to become established in Columbian 
territories were the Puritan pirates in 1628.  Eventually a 
Baptist church was established on the island. Diego Thomp-
son, the famous Bible distributor and promoter of the Lan-
castrian schools of the Bible, made inroads into Columbia in 
1824. In 1856, the Presbyterians came to the mainland un-
der the leadership of missionary Rev. Henry Pratt. In 1927, 
the Iglesia Presbiteriana Cumberland (IPCu) came to Colum-
bia. The Iglesia Presbiteriana en Colombia (IPC) became quite 
large until a combination of ecumenical, feminist and libera-
tion theologies decimated its Christian and Reformed wit-
ness. The Cumberland branch became charismatic. Out of 
the remnant and ruins of the IPC and IPCu, the new Refor-
mation began to flourish.

Reformed mis-
sionaries la-
bored with faith 
missions, such 
as Wycliffe Bi-
ble Translators, 
Latin Ameri-
can Missions, 
New Tribes and 
others work-
ing with indig-
enous peoples, 
but most of 

these works become general evangelical churches with a bap-
tistic and charismatic emphasis, on one hand, or hard-core 
revolutionary liberation theology on the other. I only know of 
one Reformed or Presbyterian church that came out of the 
Faith Mission approach in Colombia and that was with the 
Kubeo Indians and Iglesia Betania de la Reforma.

Some of forerunners and promoters of the new Reformation 
in Columbia include the Bible League, FLET, Gospel to Colum-
bia, Nueva Providencia, Word and Deed, MINTS, Reformed 
Mission Services, Reformed Evangelical Churches, Bethany 
Church of the Reform, the Orthodox Presbyterian Church affili-
ates, the Presbyterian Bethany Churches, Reformed Baptists 
and independent churches. The Dutch Reformed have send 
theological teachers and American Presbyterians have sent 
several missionaries. All of the above mentioned groups work 
with MINTS, using our materials in one way or another.

In closing, URCNA people can become involved by support-
ing missionaries who work with Reformed literature distribu-
tion (CLIR, Rev.  Bill Green), come on short term construction 
teams with RMS, support Word and Deed projects and the 
work of MINTS.



Quito, Ecuador 
Luz de Vida - Rev. Pablo & Verenisse Landázuri 

The work in Quito, Ecuador keeps advancing as 
per the Lord´s sovereign will. In this article I will give 
an update on some of our most important activities: Luz de 
Vida outreach initiatives, fraternal relationships, and a new 
Church plant opportunity. 

The Luz de Vida Consistory decided to set up a permanent 
outreach initiative by offering a 15 week course on the basics 
of the Reformed Faith to the community every Thursday night 
at Church. In order to make the course known, the congregation 
is asked to invite friends and relatives to a dinner night in 
which we get to know each other, a short presentation of the 
history of the Reformed Faith is given, and a brief reflection 
from the Word is done before inviting them to the course. In 
our first attempt we had 15 people attending the dinner night, 
but only 4 are still on the course. At this point all of them are 
attending our Sunday worship services and have expressed 
their desire to take or membership course right after. In 3 more 
weeks the first course will be over and we will invite a new 
group in the same fashion. We expect to keep working in this 
way permanently. 

Besides our outreach initiatives, we have been busy 
strenghtening fraternal realtionships with La Gracia Reformed 
Church. One of the activities we have developed together is the 
organization of the “Know your Reformed Identity” conferences. 
So far we have had 3 conferences: “Our Reformed Identity” on 
Reformation Day, “The Covenant and our Reformed Identity” 
in January 2017, and “The Mission of God and our Reformed 
Identity” in April 2017. In addition, monthly ministerial meetings 

for prayer are being 
held with other 
ministers interested 
in knowing more 
about the material 
we discuss in 
the conferences 
and future joined 
activities. Our goal is 
to form a federation 
of confessional 
Reformed Churches. 

Finally, the Luz de 
Vida congregation 

has voted in favor of planting a new Church in the valley of 
Cumbayá-Tumbaco, about 10 miles from Quito. For 3 years I 
have been teaching a Bible study in the area. As of now, three 
families from Luz de Vida live in that area and would function 
as a core group. Rev. Donoso and I will be in charge of leading 
the services, thus no new ministers are needed. The area 
has a college, Universidad San Francisco de Quito, with over 
5000 students attending daily. We are trying to find a small 
place in order to start the work which will be funded with local 
resources. We are thankful to the Lord for the privilege of being 
part of his mission. Please join us in prayer for the Luz de Vida 
outreach initiatives, our fraternal relationships, and for the 
Cumbayá- Tumbaco Church Plant. 

Thanks for your prayers and support, 

Rev. Pablo, Verenisse, Martín, Emilio and Benjamin Landázuri. 
 

Luz de Vida

Rev. Pablo & Verenisse Landázuri

MAY 2017  •  PAGE 2


