
Perugia, Italy
Rev. Andrea & Cristina Ferrari

Dear Brothers and Sisters of our sister 
churches URCNA, 

It is with gratitude that I write this short report, thinking with joy 
of your constant prayers on behalf of Cristina and me. As some 
of you may know, after 16 years of service as the pastor of the 
Chiesa Riformata Filadelfia in Milan, I moved to the city of Perugia 
to plant a new reformed church. 

Cristina and I arrived in Perugia on June 6th. Perugia is located 
in the region of Umbria, in central Italy (about 70 miles south 
of Florence and about 100 miles north of Rome).  Umbria has a 
little less than one million people. The city of Perugia has about 
165,000 people and around it there are smaller towns that bring 
the total population within a diameter of 25 miles to 250,000 
persons. 

Sadly, in the whole region of Umbria there are less than a 
thousand protestants or evangelical believers and there are no 
Reformed or Presbyterian churches. If my survey is correct, there 
are less than 20 protestant and evangelical churches in this 
region of central Italy.

In this report I would like to mention the names of the people 
forming the core group of the new church-plant in 
Perugia, for missionary endeavor is all about people, 
God’s people in a specific place. In doing this, I ask you 
to pray for them specifically naming their names before 
the throne of grace: 

• Andrea and Aida Suraci and their daughter Emma 
Teresa (2 years old);

• Giovanni and Elena Suraci and their daughters Laura 
(5 years old) and Stefania (1 year old);

•   Vincenzo Suraci; 
•   Adelio and Alison Scarpelloni and their daughter 

Emily (13 years old);
•   Susan Jackson;
•   Anna Curbet;
• Ioanna Radu;
• Floriana Locchi.

The last four ladies mentioned have non-believing relatives, so I 
ask you to pray for them. Pray also for Ottavio Palombaro (a young 
man 30 years old born in Perugia) who is presently attending his 
second year at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary in Grand 
Rapids and is a member of our sister church Cornerstone URC.

“Greet all your leaders and all 
the saints. Those who are from 
Italy send you greetings” 
(Hebrews 13:24).

Yours in the bonds of grace,

Rev. Andrea Ferrari
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“Declare his glory among the nations,  his marvelous works among all the peoples”  I Chronicles 16:24 NOVEMBER 2018

Missions & Pastors Conference
MARCH 25-28, 2019

“One God, One Church, One Mission: 
Striving Side by Side to Fulfill Our God-Given Calling”

MAIN SPEAKERS: 
Rev. Rich Kuiken, Rev. Tony Kurto, Rev. Jeff De Boer

LOCATION: 
Bonclarken Conference Center, Flat Rock, NC

Registration and information can be found at urcnamissions.org
All church-members welcome!



Colorado Springs, CO, USA
Rev. Tony & Donna Phelps

“Preserve and Increase Your Church” 
The title for this article is taken from a phrase in Heidelberg Catechism 
123, and its exposition of the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
This translation is from our 2016 version. The version in our old blue 
Psalter Hymnal translated the same phrase as, “Keep your church 
strong, and add to it.” I find myself using both, as I continue in prayer 
for this work in Colorado Springs.  

By His grace, Christ has kept His promise to build His church. Our 
heavenly Father has preserved us, and kept us strong – thanks to 
the faithful support of multiple URC churches. He has increased 
His church – and added to us. He has done this through various 
challenges that accompany church life. New families come, others 
leave. The saints persevere, but sin still rears its head.  

We were blessed this past year to have three adult baptisms upon 
profession of faith. One of those baptized is now with the Lord. The 
Gospel was preached at her funeral, and appears to be bearing more 
fruit in her non-Christian family. Another of those baptized is now 

under discipline. And the 
third continues to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of 
Christ, faithfully attending 
the means of grace. And 
thus we continue to pray, 
“Keep Your church strong, 
and add to it!”  

When Jesus promised 
to build His church upon 
Peter’s apostolic confession, 

He added, “And the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” Spiritual 
warfare has been an evident reality this past year. Our congregation 
was shaken by the public sin of a member, followed by threats and 
online slander. And so, we continue to pray, “Preserve and increase 
Your church!”  

God has raised up another elder and deacon this past year. And we 
hope to see more officers added in the near future, that the Lord 
would keep His church strong.

The Lord convicted me with Paul’s charge to Timothy, “Do the work 
of an evangelist.” I became persuaded that this is done not only from 
the pulpit every Lord’s Day, but through public evangelism, as well. 
An elder and I began to engage in public outreach and evangelism 
outside a local library this summer. God opened many doors for 
Gospel conversations. We plan to resume in the Spring. We pray that 
the seed scattered would find good soil in the hearts of the elect, that 
God would call His own to Himself – and add to His church.  

Finally, by God’s grace and for His glory, we received the consenting 
advice of Classis Southwest US in September, to organize Covenant 
URC.  Lord willing, we plan to do this in January 2019.  Please continue 
to pray with us, “Preserve and increase Your church!”

Pastor Phelps can be reached at: anthony.c.phelps@gmail.com
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SPOTLIGHT ON SMALL  
URC CHURCHES
Please pray for  Bethel United Reformed Church of 
Brockville Ontario Canada (www.brockville-urc.com).  
Established in the late 1990s, Bethel continues to 
preach and live the faithful Gospel message under 
Pastor Pete Van’t Hoff.


