
Why Keep Discussing? 
People sometimes ask, “What profit is there in having
ongoing  discussions  with  Muslims?  After  all,  aren't
some of them there just to try to convert us?” Behind
these  often  lurks  another  unasked  question:  “They
seem so hardened in their beliefs. Will they ever come
to faith in Christ?” 
Allow me to  show why it  is  important  to  continue
engaging  in  dialogue  even  though  it  takes  time—
years  and  years  of  time—to  tell  whether  or  not
someone will  come to  faith  in  Christ.  I'll  do so  by
relaying to you a few comments made by some of our
Muslim attendees. 

During one particularly intense discussion on a rather
sensitive topic—I think it was the subject of election
or predestination—the questions kept coming at me
from a very kind and courteous Muslim attendee.  I
quoted Scripture in response to his first question. He
aired  another  objection.   I  quoted  another  verse.
Another question voiced. Another verse cited. Back-
and-forth it went.   Then  came a delightful response:
“YOU ARE SO TEXTUAL!” he said to me.  
What  a  joy  to  hear  those  words!  This  Muslim  has
interacted with plenty of liberal Christians who do not
defend the difficult truths of the Bible because they do
not  believe  all  of  Scripture  to  be  the  inspired  and
inerrant Word of God. He now knows that we defend
the entire Bible, front cover to back cover, Genesis to
Revelation. Mercy & justice.  Grace & judgment.  And
he keeps on coming back again and again.

Another Muslim attendee who has been attending for
a  couple  years  recently  said,  “I  am  starting  to
understand  what  you  believe  the  Bible  teaches.  I  am
starting to understand how you interpret and understand
these passages.” 
Yet another commented to me recently, “I am finding
that,  more  and  more,  I  am  coming  to  the  defense  of
Christians. Muslims so often misrepresent what Christians
believe.  Sometimes  intentionally,  sometimes
unintentionally.  But  when  they  misrepresent  Christians
intentionally, it is intellectual dishonesty. And it bothers
me.  So  I  correct  them  and  tell  them  what  Christians
actually believe.”
We  thank  the  Lord  for  these  signs  of  fruit  on  our
labour and we pray that He will continue to work in
the hearts and lives of the Muslim attendees through
His Word and Spirit. 

“Is Muhammad a Prophet of God?” 
He asked his question pointedly and clearly: “I can't
seem  to  get  a  clear  answer  from  Christians  about
whether  or  not  they  believe  that  Muhammad is  a
prophet of God. Can you give me 'yes' or a 'no'—do
you as  a  Christian believe  that  Muhammad was  a
prophet of God.” That's the question that came to me
during a recent discussion on the subject  The Life of
Muhammad  and  the  Life  of  Jesus.  In  asking  this
question,  the  Muslim  attendee  presented  me  with
the  opportunity  to  give  a  clear  and  definitive
response  to  this  most  central  question.  “No,”  I
explained,  “We  do  not  believe  Muhammad  was  a
prophet  of  God.   Jesus  Christ  is  the  prophet
promised  by  the  Old  Testament.  He  is  the  'final'
prophet.”  After  completing  my  reply  by  quoting
Hebrews  11:1-2,  the  man  who  raised  the  question
said, “Well, if Muhammad is not a prophet, then Islam is
nothing!” 
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For  me  to  state  this  truth  so  boldly  would  cause
chaos to unfold in the room. We must state the facts
and  lead  our  Muslim  friends  to  draw  their  own
conclusions. He drew the correct conclusion—doing
so  for  all  to  hear.   We pray  that  he  will  come  to
believe that Muhammad is not a prophet of God and
that Jesus is the Savior he needs. 

World Religion Day 
“We'd like to have you participate in World Religion
Day in Durham,” Mohammad said to me. The theme
is 'Building Bridges of Unity.' Would you be interested
in attending?” 

My first thought was, “Are you kidding? How can I
as a Christian participate in an event that is trying to
advance  a  relativistic  mindset?  The  poison  of
pluralism—that's the philosophy that permeates this
event:  'All  religions  are  equal.  God  is  one.  Different
religions  are  just  different  pathways  leading  to  God.'
How can I attend an event like this? Jesus says, 'I am
the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.'” 

But after rightly identifying the problems with the
philosophy that drives World Religion Day, I began
to rethink my response.  By not attending this event,
we would be passing up an opportunity to represent
Jesus Christ in our community.  “Christians need to
have  a  visible  presence  in  their  communities,”  I
reminded myself. By declining an invitation like this,
would I not be contributing to the marginalization of
Christians  by  hiding  the  light  of  Christ  under  a
bowl? 

And  so  we  accepted  the  invitation.  We  had  the
privilege  of  representing  the  one,  true,  living  God
among a host of false gods. I had the opportunity to
offer  an  opening prayer  as  a  representative  of  the
Christian faith, and through that was able to set forth
Jesus Christ as The Bridge between the holy God and
sinful  humanity.  Karen  and  I  also  had  the
opportunity to create awareness about Word of Life
Ministry  by  setting  up  a  display  table,  giving
exposure to our ministry. Many people stopped by
our table, asked questions, engaged in conversation,
and  helped  themselves  to  the  literature  we  made
available. 

We thank the Lord for the opportunity He gave us to
represent His Truth at this event. We pray that God
will use the conversations we had and the literature
that  people  helped  themselves  to  as  a  means  of
penetrating their hearts with His truth. We pray for
ongoing opportunities to spread the Gospel in our
community for the sake of the glory of Christ's name
and the advance of His kingdom. 

Prayer Points
• We thank the Lord that the three-month discussion

evening series we just completed on “The Life of
Muhammad and the Life of Jesus” went smoothly.
We benefited from profitable dialogue about this
sensitive subject. The truth went out. Pray that the
Spirit  will  drive it  home into the hearts  of those
who heard. 

• Plans  are  underway  to  begin  another  monthly
discussion evening   in  the  McClean Community
Centre near the Zegers' home starting in July. Pray
for the Lord's blessing upon the preparations that
are being made for this event. Also pray that the
Spirit will use our efforts to advertise this event to
prompt Muslims in the Ajax area to attend. 

Imam Juma, Pastor Brian & Karen and girls 
at World Religion Day in Durham
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