
People & Projects 

I think it's safe to say that we all enjoy working on
projects  of  some  sort  or  another.  Whether  its
making, baking or building; whether you use flannel
or  flour,  wood  or  wool;  whether  you  produce  a
physical  object  that  you  can  taste  or  touch,  or
whether you create apps which you can use on your
electronic device, we tend to enjoy working away on
our projects.  Why? 

Because to a large degree, we are in control of what is
going on. An idea pops into our head about what we
want to make. We get the materials we need, and we
know roughly how long it will take to complete the
project. The whole process is pretty predictable, and
we soon get to enjoy the end result, the fruit of our
labors. 

There is,  however,  a categorical  difference between
people and projects. Projects are objects.  People are
not. All people, regardless of their race or the religion
they  adhere  to,  are  image-bearers  of  God.  And all
people, apart from faith in Christ, are estranged from
God and in need of reconciliation to God. 

Will the non-Christian people we know be reconciled
to God? Will they believe in Christ as the Reconciler?
If so, when? 

We  do  not  always  know  the  answer  to  these
questions. We might never know. That's because we
are not God. And that, in turn, means we are not in
control of the outcome of our witness. We are called
to  bring  the  Gospel  to  people,  but  there  is  no
predicting  how they will  respond.  Some will  cut  in
rudely; others will listen politely. Some will question
objectionably;  others  will  question  inquisitively.
Some will let our words roll right off their back and
then turn their back on us and the Gospel, trampling
upon the seed just  sown; others will  let  our words
sink in and come back later with further questions.
And through the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  heart-
transforming  work,  those  God  has  chosen  for
salvation will believe! 

Amid the differing responses to the Gospel, two main
realities remain: One, we have no control over how

or when people will respond to the Gospel. Two, we
must  patiently  persevere  in  pointing  the  people  to
the Gospel. This is an ongoing task. 

I don't know about you, but I usually have heaps of
patience for my woodworking projects. I persevere in
working on them, and I'm eager to see the project
completed.  But  I'm  not  always  so  patient  and
perseverant in my Christian witness to non-Christian
people.  Yet I must persist!   You must persist!   We
must persist!  

WHY must  we  be  patient  and  perseverant  in  our
witness?  Because  “love  is  patient”  (1  Corinthians
13:4a). And because if we do not persist in patiently
pointing people to Christ, we can be certain we will
miss  out  on the privilege  of  being used by God to
bring people into the Kingdom of Christ. 

A while ago I attended a men's breakfast where an
Iranian-born  Muslim  shared  his  experiences  of
impatient Christians who did not persevere in their
witness  to  him.   This  recent  immigrant  was
spiritually hungry. His heart was searching for that
which money and wealth and career-related success
and marriage and children and nice cars (all of which
he had) could not and would not and did not give
him. 

Upon immigrating to Canada a  few years  ago,  this
Muslim  man  can  into  contact  with  a  number  of
friendly  Christians  who  eagerly  shared  the  gospel
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with  him.  Then,  after  a  few  weeks  these  zealous
Christians started pressing him to find out whether
or not he had made a decision for Christ. They asked
him if he had prayed the sinner's prayer and whether
he believed Jesus was not just a human prophet but
also the divine Son of God. 

When he honestly and politely replied with a “no”,
these  zealous–to–get–people–saved  kind  of
Christians “dropped  him.”  They  gave  up.  They
lacked patience. They didn't persevere. 

We acknowledge, of course, that our neglect will not
prevent God from saving His elect. But it will prevent
us from being used by God for such purposes. This
former-Muslim man's story is evidence of this truth.

Another  Christian,  one  who  had  patience  and  a
persevering  spirit  and who did not  view people  as
projects  met this  Muslim man,  loved him, kept on
loving  him,  kept  on  talking  with  him,  and  kept
helping him in practical ways as he settled into a new
community in a new country. Through this patient,

persevering witness to Jesus Christ that that took the
form of both word and deed, the Holy Spirit opened
this man's eyes to see and believe that Jesus is the
Savior of sinners. He is now a Christian! He is on fire
to  share  the  love  of  Jesus  and  resigned  from  a
prestigious job with a six-digit salary so that he could
work full time sharing the message of salvation with
his countrymen in both Iran and Canada. 

WE MUST REMEMBER: PEOPLE ARE NOT PROJECTS.
People,  be  they  believers  or  unbelievers,  are  all
equally image-bearers of God. Every person we ever
meet or interact with is a person who will live forever
in one of two eternal destinies. The people we know
have  souls  that  will  live  for  all  eternity,  in  either

heaven  or  hell.  As  long  as  God  gives  us  the
opportunity, we need to persevere in our witness by
patiently loving the people God places on our path
and  by  patiently  speaking  truth  into  the  hearts  of
those who have an ear to hear. 

Do you have patience for people? Do you persevere
in showing love and in speaking truth to the people
God places on your path?  Do you persist in praying
for them? 
Do so knowing that God wants to use you to draw the
lost  to faith in His  Son.  Do so knowing that  when
sinners come to saving faith, not only will your heart
overflow  with  joy;  heaven  itself  will  resound  with
rejoicing  over  even  one  sinner  that  repents  (Luke
15:10). 

We're now on Facebook! 
Please  visit  our  Facebook  page  by  searching
“Ministry  Word  of  Life”  in  the  Facebook  search
engine. If you've attended one or more of our events,
please do take a moment to offer a review comment.
And, of course, please invite your Muslim friends to
our page!

Prayer Points
• This  past  month's  discussion  evening  at  the

McLean  Community  Centre  in  Ajax  marked  the
one  year  anniversary  of  this  outreach  event.  We
thank the Lord for using this event to connect us
with Muslims in our community and for allowing
us to share the love and truth of Christ with them. 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit would be pleased to use
the discussion evenings we host as a stepping-stone
to small group or one-on-one Bible studies where
we can delve  deeper  into the Word of  God with
Muslims  in  whose  heart  the  Spirit  is  creating  a
hunger and thirst for the Word. 

• It  was  a  delight  to  receive  a  request  from  an
attendee of our Ajax discussions to have a complete
Bible,  Old  and  New  Testament,  in  his  native
tongue, Farsi. Pray that the Holy Spirit would open
and illumine his heart as he reads the Word of God
in his native language (1Cor. 2:14).
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